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PREFACE. 
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IHE following work, although chiefly in- 
tended for the uſe of the ancient and honor- 
able ſociety of free and accepted Maſons, is alſo 
calculated to explain the nature and deſign of the 
Maſonic Inſtitution, to thoſe who may be deſirous 
of becoming acquainted with its principles, whe- 
ther for the purpoſe of initiation into the ſociety, 
or merely for the gratification of their curioſity. 


The obſervations upon the ſirſt three degrees, 
are principally taken from Preſton's « Illuſtrations 


of Maſonry,” with ſome. neceffary alterations. 
Mr. Preſton's diſtribution of the firſt lecture into 


ſix, the ſecond into four, and the third into twelve 
ſections, not being agreeable to the preſent mode 
of working, they are arranged in this work accord- 
ing to the general practice. 


It 


A 3 


PREFACE 


It is preſumed, that all regular Lodges, and 
Chapters, will find it a uſeful aſſiſtant, and Mon- 
ITOR, inaſmuch as it contains moſt of the Charges, 
Prayers, and Scripture Paſſages, made uſe of at 
our meetings; and which are not otherwiſe to be 
found, without recourſe to ſeveral volumes 
which often occaſions much delay, produces many 
irregularities in their diſtribution, and may ſome- 
times cauſe omiſſions of much importance. 


The whole are here digeſted and arranged in. 
ſuch order, through the ſeveral degrees, from the. 
ENTERED APPRENTICE to the Ro YAL ARCH 
Masod, that they will be eafily underſtood ; and 
by a due attention to the ſeveral diviſions, the 
mode of working, as well in arrangement as: 
matter, will become univerſally the ſame. This 
deſirable object will add much to the happineſs 
and ſatisfaction of all good Maſons, and redound: 
to the honour of the whole fraternity. 


September 26th, 1797. 
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A VINDICATION OF MASONRY; INCLUDING 
A DEMONSTRATION OF ITS EXCELLENCY. 


SECTION HI. 


Reflections on the ſymmetry and proportion di, 
| a in the works of 8 A | on the 10 
mony and affethion whith ſubfiſt among the 
various ſpectes of beings of every 'rank and 
denomination. 


HOEVER reflects on the objects that 


ſurround him, will find abundant reaſon 


. to admire the works of Nature, and to adore the 


all- ſupreme Being who directs ſuch aſtoniſhing 
operations: he will be convinced, that infinite 
wiſdom could alone deſign, and infinite power 
accompliſh, ſuch amazing works, : 


B Were 


2 ILLUSTRATIONS 
Were a man placed in a beautiful garden; 
would not his mind be affected with the moſt ex- 
quiſite delight, on a calm ſurvey of its rich col- 
lections; Would not the groves, the grottoes, the 
artful wilds, the flowery parterres, the opening 
viſtos, the lofty caſcades, the winding ſtreams; 
the whole variegated ſcenes, awaken his ſenſibili- 
ty, and inſpire his ſoul with the moſt exalted 
ideas? When he obſerved the delicate order, the 
nice ſymmetry, and beautiful diſpoſition of every 
part, ſeemingly complete in itſelf, yet reflecting 
new beauties on the other, and nothing wanted to 
make one beautiful whole, would not his mind 
be agitated with the moſt bewitching ſenſations, 
and the view of the delightful ſcene naturally 
lead him to admire and venerate the happy- 
genius of him who contnved it? | : 
If the productions of art can fo forcibly im- 
preſs the mind with admiration; with how much 
greater aſtoniſhment and reverence muſt we be- 
told the operations of Nature? On every hand * 
| the preſents to view unbounded ſcenes of utility, _ 
and. delight, in which divine wiſdom 1s moſt 
ſtrikingly conſpicuous. Such ſcenes are indeed 
too expanded for the narrow capacity of man to 
comprehend ; yet, whoeyer contemplates the ge. 
neral 
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neral ſyſtem, will eaſily perceive, from the uni- 
formity of the plan, ample traces of an origina] 
ſource, and be naturally directed to the firſt cauſe, 
the grand author of exiſtence, the ſupreme go- 
vernor of the world, the one perfect and unſulli- 
ed beauty 

Beſide all the pleaſing proſpects that every- 
where ſurround us, and with which our ſenſes are 
every moment gratified ; beſide” the ſymmetry, 
good order, and proportion, which appear in all 
the works of creation, there is ſomething farther 
that attracts the reflecting mind, and draws its at- 
tention nearer to the Divinity the univerſal har. 
mony and affection which ſubſiſts among the dif- 
ferent ſpecies of beings, of every rank and deno- 
mination. Theſe are the cements of the rational 
world, and by theſe alone does it ſubſiſt. When 
they ceaſe, nature muſt be diſſolved, and man, 
the image of his maker, and the chief of his 

works, be overwhelmed in the general chaos. 
On a careful examination we ſhall find, that in 
the whole order of being, from the ſeraph which 
adores and burns, down to the meane ſt inſect, all, 
according to their rank in the ſcale of exiſtence, 
have, more or leſs, implanted in them, the prin- 


cipal of aſſociation with others of the ſame ſpe- 
cles 
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cies With themſelves, Even the moſt inconſider- 
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able animals are formed into different ranks and | 
ſocieties for mutual benefit and protection. Need g - 
we name the careful ant, or the induſtrious bee; b 
inſects which the wiſeſt of men has recommended : 
as patterns of unwearied induſtry and prudent q 
foreſight ? When we farther purſue our remarks, 1 
we ſhall find, that the innate principle of friend- 
ſhip increaſes in proportion with the extenſion of 
our intellectual faculties ; and that the only cri- 
terion by which a judgment may be formed, reſ- 
pecting the ſuperiority of one part of the animal 
creation above the other, muſt be, by obſerving 
the degrees of kindneſs and good nature in which 
it excels, 


If ſuch are the general principles which per- 
vade the whole creation, how forcibly muſt thoſe 
leſſons predominate in the aſſemblies of maſons, 
where civilization and virtue, under the ſanction 
of ſcience and art, are ever moſt zealouſly che- 
riſhed? | 
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Friendſſip conſidered, with the adoantages reſulting 
from it. 


—- 
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O ſubje& can more properly engage the 


attention, than the humane and benevolent 
diſpoſitions which indulgent Nature has beſtowed 
upon the rational ſpecies. Theſe are replete with 
the happieſt effefts, and afford to the mind the 
moſt agreeable refleftions. The breaſt, which is 
inſpired with tender feelings, is naturally prompt- 


- 
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ed to a reciprocal intercourſe of kind and gene- 
rous actions. As human nature riſes in the ſcale 
of things, ſo do the ſocial affections likewiſe ariſe. 
When friendſhip is firm and laſting, we enjoy 
the higheſt degree of happineſs: but when it de- 
clines, we experience an equal degree of pain. 
Where friendſhip is unknown, jealouſy and ſuſ- 
picion prevail; but where virtue is the cement, 
true pleaſure muſt be enjoyed. In every breaſt 
there exiſts a propenſity to friendly acts, and 
wen thoſe are exerted to, eſſect, they fweeten e- 
very temporal enjoyment ; and if they do nat al- 

ways totally remove the diſquietudes, they at leaſt 
tend to allay the calamities of life., | 


Friendlhip is traced through the circle of pri- 
B 2 vate 
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vate connexions to the grand ſyſtem of univerſa} 
benevolence, which no limits can circumſcribe, 


and its influence extends to every branch of the 


human race. Actuated by theſe ſentiments, each 


individual centers his happinefs in the happineſs 


of his neighbour, and a fixed and permanent 


union is eſtabliſhed among men. 


Nevertheleſs, though friendſhip, conſidered as 
the ſource of univerſal benevolence, is unlimited, 
it exerts its influence more or leſs powerfully as 
the objects it favours are nearer or more remote. 
Hence the love of friends and of country takes 
the lead in our affettions, and gives riſe to that 


true patrotiſm, which fires the ſoul with the moſt 


generous flame, creates the beſt and moſt diſinter- 
eſted virtue, and inſpires that public ſpirit and 
heroic ardour which enables us to ſupport a good 
cauſe, and riſk our lives in its defence. 

This commendable virtue'crowns the lover of 
his country with unfading laurels, gives a luſtre 
to his actions, and conſecrates his name to poſte- 
rity. The warrior's glory may conſiſt in murder, 
and the rude ravage of the deſolating ſword ; but 
the blood of thouſands. will never ſtain the hands 
of his country's friend. His virtues are open, 


and of the nobleſt kind. Conſcious integrity 
ſupports 


1 
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ſupports him againſt the arm of power; and 
ſhould he bleed by tyrant-hands, he gloriouſty 
dies a martyr in the cauſe of liberty, and leaves 
to poſterity an everlaſting monument of the greats 
neſs of his ſoul. 

Friendſhip not only appears divine when em- 
ployed in preſerving the liberties of our country, 
but ſhines with equal ſpendor in the more tran- 
quil ſcenes of life. Before it riſes into the no. 
ble flame of patrotiſm, aiming deſtruction at the 
heads of tyrants, thundering for liberty, and 
courting danger in defence of rights; we behold 


it calm and moderate, burning with an even 


glow, improving the ſoſt hours of peace, and 
heightening the reliſh, for virtue. In theſe happy 
moments contracts are formed, ſocieties inftitut. 
ed, and the vacant hours of life wiſely employed 
in the cultivation of ſocial and poliſhed man- 
ners. 
SECT. E. 

Origin of Maſonry, and its general advantages. 


ROM the commencement of the World, we 
may trace the foundation of Maſonry. Ever 


ſince ſymmetry began, and harmony diſplayed 
her charms, our Order has had a being, Dur- 


wg 
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ing many ages, and in many different countries, 
it has flouriſhed. No art, no ſcience preceded 
it, In the dark periods of antiquity, when liter- 
ature was in a low ſtate, and the rude manners 
of our forefathers witheld from them that know- 
ledge we now ſo amply ſhare, Maſonry diffuſed 
its influence. This ſcience unveiled, arts aroſe, 
civilization took place, and the progreſs of 
knowledge and philo ſophy gradually diſpelled 
the gloom of ignorance and barbariſm. Govern- 
ment being ſettled, authority was given to laws, 
and the aſſemblies of the fraternity acquired the 
patronage of the great and the good, while the te- 
nets of the profeſſion were attended with un- 
bounded utility. 

Abſtracting from the pure pleaſures which arife 
from friendſhip ſo wiſely conſtituted as that 
which ſubſi ſts among maſons, and which it is 
ſcarcely poſſible that any circum ſtance or occug. 
rence can eraſe, we find that maſonry is a ſcience 
confined to no particular country, but diffuſed 
over the whole terreſtrial globe. Wherever 
arts flouriſh, there it flouriſhes too. Add to this, 
that by ſecret and inviolable ſigns, carefully pre- 
ſerved among the fraternity throughout the world, 


Maſonry becomes an univerſal language. Hence 
many 


— 2 e — VCIY 
EO — 1 8 1 3 - _—_ * 5 _— n i. ö 2 1 8 at . = 4 5 
n * 5 — 1 — - 3". "IS 
* * : . N : — 


OF MASONRY. 9 


? many advantages are gained: The diſtant Chi- 
neſe, the wild Arab, and the American ſavage, 
will embrace a brother Briton ; and will know, 
that beſide the commom ties of humanity, there 1s 
ſtill a ſtronger obligation to induce him to kind 
and friendly offices. The ſpirit of the fulminat- 
ing prieſt will be tamed ; and a moral brother, 
though of a different perſuaſion, engage his 
eſteem, Thus, through the influence of Maſon- 
ry, which is reconcilable to the beſt policy, all 
thoſe diſputes which imbitter life, and ſour the 
tempers of men, are avoided ; while the common 
good, the general deſign of the craft, is zealouſly 
purſued- 

From tais view of the ſyſtem, its utility muſt 
be ſuſhciently obvious. The univerſal principles 
of the art unite men of the moſt oppoſite tenets, 
of the moſt diſtant countries, and of the moſt 
contradictory opinions, in one indiſſoluble bond 
of aſfection, ſo that in every nation a Maſon finds 


a friend, and in every climate a home. 

Such is the plan of our inſtitution ; hence, in 
all our Lodges, union is cemented by ſincere at- 
tachment, and pleaſure reciprocally communica- 
ted in the cheerful obſervance of. every obliging 


4 office. Virtue, the grand object in view, lumi- 
3 nous 
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nous as the meridian ſun, ſhines refulgent on the 
mind, enlivens the heart, and converts cool ap- 


probation into warm ſympathy and cordial atten- 
tion, 9 


S EC T. IV. 


Maſonry confidered under two denominations. 


1 ASO NR is underſtood under two deno- 
| | minations : it is operative, and ſpeculative, 

| By the former, we allude to a proper application 
| of the uſeful rules of architecture, whence a 

| ſtruftu.e will derive figure, ſtrength, and beauty, 
and whence will reſult a due proportion, and a 
' juſt correſpondence in all its parts. By the lat- 
| | ter, we learn to ſubdue the paſſions, act upon the 
ſquare, keep a tongue of good report, maintain 
fecrecy, and practiſe charity. 


1 Speculative Maſonry is ſo far interwoven with 
religion, as to lay us under obligations to 
1 pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at 
. once conſtitutes our duty and our happineſs. It 
leads the contemplative to view with reverence } 1 
and admiration the glorious works of the cre- 
ation- and inſpires him with the moſt exalted 


ideas of the perkections of his divine Creator, 
| Operative 
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Operative Maſonry furniſhes us with dwellings, 
and convenient ſhelters from the viciilitudes and 


inclemencies of ſeaſons ; and while it diſplays the 


effefts of human wiſdom, as well in the choice, 
as in the arrangement, of the ſundry materials of 
which an edifice is compoſed, it demonſtrates 
that a fund of ſcience and induſtry is implanted 
in man for the beſt, and moſt ſalutary, and be- 
neficent purpoſes. 

The lapſe of time, the ruthleſs hand of igno- 
rance, and the devaſtations of war, have laid 
waſte and deſtroyed many valuable monuments 
of antiquity, on which the utmoſt exertions of 
human genius have been employed. Even the 
temple of S0LoMON;, ſo ſpacious and magnifi- 
cent, and conſtructed by ſo many celebrated ar- 
iiſts, eſcaped not the unſparing ravages of barba- 
rous force. Free-maſonry, notwithſtanding, has 
till ſurvived. The attentive ear receives the 
found from the inſtructive tongue, and the ſacred 
myſteries are ſafely lodged in the repoſitory of 
faithful breaſts. Tools and implements of archi- 
tecture, ſymbols the moſt expreſſive! are ſelect. 
ed by the fraternity, to imprint on the memory 
wiſe and ſerious truths ; and thus, through a 
ſucceſſion of ages, are tranſmitted unimpaired the 
excellent tenets of their inſtitution, 


— 
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SECT. V. 
The Government of the Fraternity explained. 
PHE mode of government obſerved by the 


fraternity will beſt explain the importance, 
and give the trueſt idea of the nature and deſign, 
of the maſonic ſyſtem, 

There are three claſſes of Maſons, under dif- 
ferent appellations. The privileges of theſe 
claſſes are diſtinct, and particular means are 
adopted to preſerve thoſe priveleges to the juſt 
and meritorious of each claſs. Honour and pro- 
bity are recommendations to the firſt claſs; in 
which the practice of virtue is enforced, and the 
duties of morality inculcated, while the mind is 
prepared for regular and ſocial converſe, in the 
principles of knowledge and philoſophy. Dili- 
gence, aſſiduity, and application, are qualifications 
for the ſecond claſs ; in which an accurate eluci- 
dation of ſcience, both in theory and practice, is 
given, Here human reaſon 1s cultivated by a 


due exertion of the rational and intellectual pow- 


ers and faculties ; nice and difficult theories are 
explained ; new diſcoveries produced, and thoſe 
already known beautifully embelliſhed, The 


me third claſs is compoled of a ſele& few, whom 


truth 


; 
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truth and fidelity have diſtinguiſhed, whom years 
and experience have improved, and whom merit 
and abilities have entitled to preferment. With 
them the ancient landmarks of the Order are pre- 
ſerved ; and from them we learn and practiſe the 
neceſſary and iuſtruttive leſſons, which at once 
dignify the art, and qualify its profeſſors to illuſ- 
trate its excellence and utility. 

This is the eſtabliſhed mode of the maſonic 
government when the rules of the ſyſtem are ob- 
ſerved. By this judicious arrangement, true 
friendſhip is cultivated among different ranks and 
degrees. of men, hoſpitality promoted,- induſtry 


rewarded, and fngenuity encouraged. 


 # 4 *3p/ Ag. - © 


Reaſons why the ſecrets of Maſonry ought not to 
be publicly expoſed ; and the importance of thoſe 
fecrets demonſtrated, 

FF the ſecrets of Maſonry are replete with ſuch 

advantage to mankind it may be aſked, why 
are they not divulged for the general good of ſo. 
ciety ? To this it may be anſwered ; Were the 
the privileges of Maſonry to be indiſcriminately 
beſtowed, the defign of the inſtitution would be 


lubverted;; and being familiar, like many other 


; C important 
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important matters, would ſoon loſe their value, 
and fink into diſregard. 
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It is a weakneſs m human nature, that men are 


generally more charmed with novelty, than the 


real worth or intrinſic value of things. Innu- 
merable teſtimonies might be adduced of this 
truth. The operations of Nature, however beau- 
tiful, magnificent, and uſeful, are overIboked, be- 
cauſe common and familiar. The ſun riſes and 
ſets, the ſea flows and reflows, rivers glide along 
their channels, trees and plants vegetate, men and 
beaſts act, yet theſe being perpetually open to 
view, paſs unnoticed. In ſhort, the moſt aſto- 
niſhing productions of Nature eſcape obſervation 
on account of their familiarity, and excite not 
one ſingle emotion, either in admiration of the 


great caufe, or of gratitude for the bleſſing coh- 


ferred. Virtue herſelf is not exempted from this 
unhappy bias in the conſtitution of the human 
frame. Novelty influences all our actlons and 
determinations. What is-new, or difficult in the 


acquiſition, however trifling or inſignificant, rea- 
dily captivates the imagination, and enſures a 
temporary admiration ; while what is familiar, or 


caſily attained however noble or eminent for its 


utility, is ſure to be diſregarded by the giddy and 


the unthinking, Did ; 
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Did the particular ſecrets or peculiar forms 
prevalent among Maſons conſtitute the eſſence of 
the art, it might be alledged that our amuſements 
were trifling, and our ceremonies ſuperficial. 
But this is not the caſe, Having their uſe, they 
are preſerved ; and from the recollection of the 
leſſons they inculcate, the well informed Mafon 
derives inſtruction. Drawing them to a near in- 
ſpection, he views them through a proper medi- 
um; adverts to the circumſtances which gave 
them riſe; dwells upon the tenets they convey; 
and finding them replete with ufeful information, 
adopts them as keys to the privileges of his art, 
and prizes them as ſacred, Thus convinced of 
their propriety, he eſlimates the value from their 
utility. 

Many perſons are deluded by their vague ſup- 
poſition that our myſteries are merely nominal; 
that the practices eſtabliſhed among us are frivo- 
lous; and that our ceremonies might be adopted, 
or waved, at pleaſure. On this falſe foundation, 
we have found them hurrying through all the de- 


2 grees, without adverting to the propriety of one 
or ſtep they purſue, or poſſeſſing a ſingle qualifica- 
its tion requiſite for advancement. Paſſing through 


ng me uſual formalities, they have accepted offices, 
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and aſſumed the government of lodges, equally 


unacquainted with the rules of the inſtitution they 
pretended to ſupport, or the nature of the truſt 
repoſed in them. The conſequence is obvious; 
anarchy and confuſion have enſued, and the ſub. 
{tance has been loft, in the ſhadow. Hence men 
eminent for ability, tor rank, and for fortune, 


of Maſonry with indifference, and when their pa- 
tronage has been ſolicited, have accepted offices 
with reluctance, or rejected them with diſdain, 


Under theſe diſadvantages has Maſonry long la- 
boured, and every zealous friend to the Order 
muſt earneſtly wiſh for a correction of the abuſe, 


ſuch government have been diſplayed in a pro- 
per obſervance of the general regulations. 
Were the brethren who preſide over Lodges, 


ſpeedily take place. This would evince the pro- 
priety of our mode of government, and lead men 


Order 


have been led to view the diſtinguiſhed honours ' 


Of late years it muſt be acknowleded that Lodges 
have been better regulated, and the good effect of 


properly inſtructed previous to their appointment, 
and regularly apprized of the importance of their 
reſpective offices, a general reformation would 


to acknowledge, that our honours were deſerved- 
ly conferred: . The ancient conſequence of the 
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Order would be reſtored, and the reputation of 
the ſociety preſerved. tle 

Such conduct alone can retreive our character. 
Till prudent actions ſhall diſtinguiſh our title to 
the honours of Maſonry, and regular deportment 


diſplay the influence and utility of our rules; the 


world in general will not eaſily be led to recon- 
cile the uniformity of our proceedings with the 
tencts of our proteſlion. 


SECTION VII. 


Few Societies exempted from cenſure. Irregulart- 
ties of Maſons no argument againſt the Inſtitu= 
tion. 

„ e the various ſocieties to which the 

occaſions and inclinations of men have gi- 

ven birth, few, if any, are wholly exempted from 
cenſure. Friendſhip, however valuable in itſelf, 
and however univerſal its pretenſions, has ſeldom 
operated fo powertully in general aſſociations, as 
to promote that ſincere attachment to the welfare 
and proſperity of each other, which is neceſſary 
to conſtitute true happineſs. This may be af- 
cribed o ſundry cauſes, but to none with more 
propriety, than to the reprehenſible motives 
which too frequently lead men to a participation 
C 2 | of 
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of ſocial entertainments. If to paſs an idle hour, 
to oblige a friend, or probably to gratify an irre- 
gular indulgence, we are induced to mix 1n com- 
pany, is it ſurpriſing that the important duties of 
fociety ould be neglefted, and that, in the 
quick circulation of the cheerful glaſs, our no— 
leſt faculties ſhould be ſomctimes buried in the 

cup of ebriety ? | 
It is a truth to obvious to be concealed, that the 
privileges of Maſonry have long been proſtituted 
tor unworthy conſiderations, and hence their good 
effects have not been ſo conſpicuous. Many 
have been prevailed on to enrol their names in 
our records for mere purpoſes of conviviality, 
without once adverting to the propricty of the mea- 
ſure they were about to adopt, or inquiring into 
the nature of the particular engagements to which 
they are ſubjected by becoming Maſons. Not a 
few have been prompted by motives of intereſt, 
and many introduced with no other view than to 
gratify an idle curioſity, or pleaſe as jolly com- 
panions. A general odium, or at leaſt a care- 
leſs indiference, has been the rcſult of ſuch con- 
duct. But here the evil ſtops not. Thoſe per- 
ſons, ignorant of the true deſign of the inſtitution 
probably without any real defect in their own | 
| morals 
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morals, are induced to recommend others of 
the ſame caſt to join the ſociety for the lame pur- 
poſe. Hence the molt valuable part of Maſonry 
has been turned into ridicule, and the diſhpations 
of a luxurious age have buried in oblivion prin- 
ciples, that might have dignified the moſt exalted 
characters. 

When we conſider the multitude and variety of 
members of which the ſociety of Maſons is com- 
poſed, and the ſmall number who are really con- 
verſant with the tenets of the inſtitutton, our 
wonder will abate that ſo few ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhed for exemplary lives. From perſons who 
are precipitately introduced into the myſteries of 
Maſonry without the requiſite qualifications, it 
cannot be expetted that great regard will be paid 
to the obſervance of duties which they perccive 
openly violated by their own initiation. Surely 
not; and it is an incontrovertable truth, that ſuch 
is the unhappy bias in the dipoſition of ſome men, 
that though the faireſt and beſt ideas were im- 
printed on the mind, they are ſo careleſs of their 
own reputation as to diſregard the moſt inftruc- 
tive leflons, We have reaſon to regret, that 
even perſons diſtinguiſhed for a knowledge in 
the art, have been induced ſometimes to violate 
A the 
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the rules to which a pretended conformity had 
gained them applauſe. No ſooner have they 
been liberated from the trammels, as they con- 
ceived, of a regular and virtuous conduct, in the 
temporary government of a Lodge, than by im- 
properly abuſing the innocent and cheerful re- 
paſt, they have become {laves to vice and intem- 
perance, and have not only diſzraced themſelves, 
but reflected diſhonour on the fraternity. By 
ſuch indiſcretion, the beſt of inſtitutions has been 

1 brouglit into contempt, and the more deſerving 
li part of the community has juſtly conceived a 


prejudice againft the ſociety, of which it is diffi- 
ll! cult to wipe off the impreſſion. 
Though ſome, however, may thus trangreſs, no 


wiſe man will thence argue againſt the inſtitu. 


Wi tion, or condemn the whole fraternity for the er- | 
jt rors of a few miſtaken individuals. Were the | 
I | wicked lives of men admitted as an argument a- | 
| il gainſt the religion which they profeſs, chriſtianty WM | 
4 itſelf, with all its beauties, might be expoſed to t 
; | cenſure. Thus much we may aver in favour of 
| Maſonry, that whatever imperfettions may be 

4 found among its profeſſors, the inflitution coun- ( 
} 


tenances none. Thoſe who violate the laws, or 


infringe on good order, are marked with peculiar 
— | es 
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odium ; and when mild endeavours to reform 
their lives are found ine ffectual, they are expell- 
ed the Lodge, as unfit members of ſociety. 

Vain, therefore, is each idle ſurmiſe againſt the 
plan of Maſonry; while its rules are properly 


ſupported, it will be proof againſt every attack of 


of .its moſt inveterate inveterate enemies. And 
men are not aware, that by decrying any lauda- 
ble ſyſtem, they derogate from the dignity of hu- 
man nature itſelf, and from that good order and 
wile diſpoſition of things -which the almighty 
Author of the world has framed for the govern-' 
ment of mankind, and eſtabiſhed as the baſis of 
the moral ſyſtem. Let them vecolle&; that 
friendſhip and ſocial delights can never be the 
object of reproach. ' That that wiſdom which 
hoary Time has ſanctified, can never be the ob- 
ject of ridicule. Whoever thereſore pretends to 
condemn, or even to cenſure, what he does not 
comprehend, will appear equally mean and con- 
temptible ; and the generous heart will readily * 
pity the miſtakes of ignorant preſumption. 
SE CT. VIII. 

Charity the diſtinguiſhing charaderiſtic of Maſons, 
{ WHARITY is the chief of every ſocial vir- 

tue, and the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of 
our” 
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our Order. This virtue includes a ſupreme de. 
gree of love to the great Creator and Governor 


of the univerſe, and an unlimited affection to the 


beings of his creation, of all characters and of 
every denomination. This laſt duty is forcibly 
inculcated by the example of the Duity himſelf, 
who liberally diſpenſes his beneficence to un- 
numbered worlds. | 

It is not particularly our province to enter into 
a diſquifition of every branch of this amiable vir- 
tue; we ſhall only briefly ſtate the happy effects 
of a benevolent diſpoſition towards mankind, and 
ſhew that charity exerted on proper objects is the 
greateſt pleaſure man can poſſibly enjoy. 

The bounds of the greateſt nation, or the moſt 
extenſive empire, cannot circumſcribe the gene- 
roſity of a liberal mind. Men, in whatever ſitu- 
ation they are placed, are ſtill, in a great mea- 
ſure, the ſame. They are expoſed to finular 
dangers and misfortunes. They have not wiſ- 
dom to foreſec, or power to prevent, the evils in- 
c{dent to human nature. They hang, as it were, 
in a perpetual ſuſpence between hope and fear, 
ſickneſs and health, plenty and want. A mutual 
chain of dependence ſubſiſts throughout the ani- 
mal creation. The whole human ſpecies are 

therefore 
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therefore proper objects for the exerciſe of hu. 
man charity. 

Beings who partake of one common nature, 
ought to be actuated by the ſame motives and 
intereſts, Hence, to ſooth the unhappy, by ſym- 


pathizing with their misfortune, and to reftore 
peace and tranquillity to ag:tated ſpirits, conſtitute 


the general and great ends of the maſonic inſti- 


tution. This humane, this generous diſpoſition 
Hres the breaſt with many manly feelings, and 


enlivens that ſpirit of compaſhon, which is the 
glory of the human frame, and not only rivals, 
but outſhines, every other pleaſure the mind is 


capable of enjoying. | ; 


All human paſſions, when directed by the ſu- 
perior principles of reaſon, tend to promote ſome 
uſeful purpoſe ; but compaſſion towards proper 
objects, is the moſt beneficial of all the aſſections, 


as it extends to greater numbers, and excites 


more laſting degrees of happineſs. 


Poſſeſſed of this amiable, this godlike diſpoſi- 


tion, Maſons are ſhocked at miſery under every 


form and appearance. When we behold an ob- 


ject pining under the miſeries of a diſtreſſed bo- 
dy or mind, the healing accents which flow 
from dur tongues, alleviate the pain of the unhap- 
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py ſufferer, and make even adverſity, in its dif. 
mal ſtate, look gay. Our pity excited, we aſ- 
ſuage grief, and cheerfully relieve diſtreſs. 
When a brother is in want, every heart is prone 


to ache; when he is hungry, we feed him; 


when he is naked, we clothe him; when he is 
in trouble, we fly with ſpeed to his relief. Thus 
we confirm the propriety of the title we bear, and 
demonſtrate to the world at large, that BROTHER 
among Maſons is ſomething more that an empty 


name. 


SCI. 


The diſcernment. diſplayed by Maſons in the 


proper choice of objects Charity. 


FF muſt be acknowledged by the moſt invete- 


rate enemies of Maſonry, that no ſociety is 


more remarkable for the practice of charity, or 


any aſſociation of men more famed for diſinter- 


eſled liberality. It cannot be ſaid that Maſons 


meet only to indulge in convivial mirth, while 
the poor and needy pine for relief. Their quar- 


terly contributions, excluſive of their private 


ſubſcriptions to relieve diftreſs, prove the cons 
trary. They are ever ready, in proportion to their 
circumſtances, cheerfully to contribute to allevi- 
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* ate the misfortunes of their fellow-creatures ; but 


juſtly conſidering the variety of objects, whoſe 
ſeeming diſtreſs the dictates of Nature and the ties 
of Maſonry incline them to pity and relieve, 
they find it neceſſary ſometimes to inquire into 
the cauſe of their misfortunes ; left a niiſcon» 
.ceived tenderneſs of diſpoſition, or an impolitic 
generoſity of heart, might prevent them from ma- 
king a proper diſtinction in the objects. Though 
their hearts and ears are always open to the diſ- 
treſſes of the deſerving poor, yet their charity is 
not to be miſapplied, or diſpenſed with a pro- 
fuſe liberality on perſons who may uſe Maſonry 
as a cloak to cover impoſture. Thoſe who are 
burdencd with 2 numerous offspring, and Who, 
through age, ſickneſs, infirmity, or any unfore- 
ſeen accident in life, are reduced to poverty and 
want, particularly claim their attention, and ſel- 
dom fail to experience the happy efſects of their 
friendly aſſociations. To ſuch objects, whoſe 
ſituation is more eaſy to be conceived than ex- 
preſſed, they are induced liberally to extend their 
bounty. Hence they give convincing proofs 
of wiſdom and diſcernment; for though their 
benevolence, like their laws, be unlimited, yet 

| their 
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their hearts glow principally with affection to- 
ward the deſerving part of mankind. ; 
From this view of the advantages reſulting from 
the profeſſion of Maſonry, every candid and im- 
partial mind muſt acknowledge its ſuperiority to 4 
the greater part of modern inſtitutions; and if 
the picture here drawn be juſt, it muſt ſurely be 
no trifling acquiſition to any government, or 
fate, to have under its juriſdiction, a ſociety of 
men, who are true patriots, loyal ſubjetts, pats 
rons of ſcience, and friends to mankind. 


FECT. X. 
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| Friendly admonitions: 

AVING, in the explanation of the princi- 
ples of Maſonry, endeaveured to demon- 

ſtrate its real excellence and utility, I ſhall con- 
clude my obſervations with a few friendly ad- 
monitions ; conceiving that they will be favour. 
ably received by my brethren, as they proceed 
from a fincere attachment to the intereſt and re- 


putation of the ſoc iety. 4 
Uſeful knowledge is the great object of our 
| defire ; with zeal then let us apply to the prac= | 
|, | tice of Maſonry. Let us recolle&, that the ways 
| of wildon aro beautiful, and lead to pleaſure. 
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Knowledge is attained by degrees, and cannot 
every where be found, Wiſdom ſeeks the ſecret 
ſhade, the lonely cell deſigned for contemplation. 
There enthroned ſhe ſits, delivering her ſacred 
oracles. There let us ſeek her, and purſue the 
real bliſs. Though the paſſage be difficult, the 
farther we trace it, the eaſier it will become. 

If we are united, the ſociety muſt flouriſh. 
Let all private animoſities give place to peace 
and good fellowſhip. Uniting in one deſign, let 
us be happy ourſelves, and contribute to the hap- 
pineſs of others. By promoting uſeful arts, let 
our ſuperiority and di ſtinction be marked; let us 
cultivate the moral virtues, and improve in all 
that is good and amiable ; let the Genius of Ma- 
ſonry preſide over our conduct, and under her 
ſway let us aft with becoming dignity. On 
every occaſion, let us preſerve an elevation of 
underſtanding, a politeneſs of manner, and an 
evenneſs of temper. Let our recreations be in- 


nocent, and purſued with moderation; and ne- 


ver let us ſuffer irregular indulgences to impair 
our faculties, or expoſe our character to deriſion. 
Thus we ſhall act in conformity to our precepts, 
and ſupport the name we have long borne, of be- 
ing a reſpeCtable, a regular, and an uniform ſo- 
ciety. 
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 Masonry comprehends within its circle 
every branch of uſeful knowledge and learning, 
and juſtly ſtamps an indeliable mark of pre- emi- 
nence on its genuine profeſſors, which neither 
chance, power, nor fortune can beſtow. When 


its rules are ſtrictly obſerved, it is found to be a 


{ure foundation of tranquility amidſt the varicus- 
dilappointments of like ; a friend that will not 
deceive, but will comfort and aſſiſt, in proſperity 
and adveriity ; a blefing that will remain with 
all tumes, circumſtances and places, and to which 
recourſe may be had, when other earthly com- 
forts ſink into diſregard. 

Maſonry gives real and intrinſic excellency to 
man, and prepwesÞim tor the duties of ſocial life. 
It calms domeſtic! {trite ; it is company in ſoli- 
tude ;- and it gives vivacity, variety, and energy 
to ſocial converſation. In youth, it checks the 
pailions, and employs ufefully the moſt active 
taculties; and in age, when ſickneſs, imbecility, 
and diſeaſe have benumbed every corporal ſenſe, 
and rendered the union of ſoul and body almoſt 
mtolerable, a feflection on the time ſpent in ma- 
ſonie purſuits will yield a perpetual fund of 
comfort and ſatisfaction. 

Such are the general advantages of Maſonry; 
to enumerate them ſeperately, would be an end- 
leſs labour: it may be ſufhcient to obſerve, that 
he who is poſſeſſed of this true ſcience, and acts 
agreeable to the character he bears, has within 


himſelf the ſpring and ſupport of every ſocial 


virtue; a ſubject of contemplation, that enlarges 
the mind, and expands all its powers ; a theme 
that is inexhauſtible, ever new, and always inter- 


eliing. 


[ 29 J 


ILLUSTRATIONS 
O FP 
x £80 N # #5 
Wed SST 
BOOK © 


GENERAL REMARKS: INCLUDING AN IL- 
LUSTRATION OF THE LECTURES ; A 
PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE AN- 
CIENT CEREMONIES; AND THE CHAR- 
GES USED IN THE DIFFERENT DE- 


GREES, 
SECT. 1 


General Remarks. 

015900 is an art equally uſeful and ex- 
tenſive. In every art there is a myſtery, 
which requires a gradual progreſſion of know- 
tedge'to arrive at any degree of perfection in it. 
Without much inftruftion, and more exerciſe, 
no man can be ſkilful in any art; in like man- 
ner, without an aſſiduous application to the va- 
rious ſubjects treated in the different lectures of 
maſonry, no perſon can be ſufficiently acquaint- 

ad with its true value. 
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It muſt not, however, be inferred from this 
remark, that perſons who labour under the diſ- 
advantages of a' confined education, or whoſe 
ſphere of lite requires a more intenſe application 
to buſineſs or ſtudy, are to he 'diſcouraged in 
their 1ndeavours to gain a knowledge of Maſon- 
ry. To quality an individual to enjoy the bene- 
ts of the ſociety at large, or to partake of its 
privileges, it is not abſolutely neceſſary that he 
thould be acquainted with all the intricate parts 
of the ſcience. Theſe are ouly intended for the 
diligent and aſſiduous maſon, who may have lei- 
ſure and opportunity to indulge ſuch purſuits, 
Though ſome are more able than others, ſome 
more eminent, ſome more uſeful, yet all, in their 
different ſpheres, may prove advantageous to the 
community; and our neceſſities, as well as our 
conſciences; bind us to love one another. The 
induftrious tradeſman certainly proves himſelf a 
valuable member of ſociety, and worthy of every 
honour that we can confer ; but as the nature of 
every man's proteſhon will not admit of that lei- 


ſure which is neceſſary to qualify him to become 
an expert Maſon, it is highly proper that the of- 
ficial duties of a lodge ſhould be executed by 


perſons whoſe education and ſituation in life 10 
* - "_ | 4 ab e 
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able them to become adepts; as it muſt be al- 
lowed, that all who accept oſſices, and exerciſe 
authority, ſhould be properly qualified to diſ- 
charge the taſk aſſigned them, with honour to 
themſelves, and credit to their ſundry ſtations.— 
All men are not bleſſed with the ſame powers, 
nor the ſame advantages; all men therefore are 
not equally qualified to govern.—Maſonry is 
wiſely calculated to ſuit the different ranks and 
degrees of men, as every one, according to his 
Nation and ability, may claſs with his equal, 
Founded upon the moſt generous principles, it 
admits ok no diſquietude among its profeſſors ; 


each claſs is happy in its particular aſſociation; 


and when all are met in general convention, nei- 
ther arrogance and preſumption appear on the 
one hand, nor diffidence and inability on the 
other. The whole unite in one general plan, to 
promote that endearing happineſs which conſti- 
tutes the eſſence of civil ſociety, 


S Þ © 3. uh 
The Ceremony of opening and cloſing a Lodge. | 


N all regular aflemblies of men, who are con- 

* vened for wiſe and uſetul purpoſes, the com- 
mencement and concluſion of buſineſs are ac- 
FEY” companied 
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companied with ſome form. In every country 
of the world the practice prevails, and is deemed 
eſſential. From the moſt remote peridds of an- 
tiquity it may be traced, and the refined improve- 
ments of modern times have not totally aboliſh- 
ed it, | 

Ceremonies, when fimply conſidered, it is 


true, are little more than viſionary deluſions; but 


their effects are ſometimes important. When 
they impreſs awe and reverence on the mind, 
and engage the attention, by external attraction, 
to folemn rites, they are intereſting objects. 
Theſe purpoſes are effected by judicious ceremo- 
nies, when regularly conducted and properly ar- 
ranged On this ground they have received the 
ſanction of the wiſeſt men in all ages, and con- 
ſequently could not eſcape the notice of maſons. 
To begin well, is the moſt likely means to end 
well: and it is judicioufly remarked, that when 
order and method are negletted at the beginning, 
they will be ſeldom found to take place at the 
end. ; 

The ceremony of opening and clofing a Lodge 
with ſolemnity and decorum, is therefbre univer- 
ſally admitted among maſons; and though the 
mode in ſome Lodges may vary, and in every 

| degree 
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degree muſt vary, ſtill an uniformity in the gen- 

eral practice prevails in every lodge; and the 

variation (if any) is ſolely occaſioned by a want 

of method, which a little application might eaſily 

remove. | | 

To conduct this ceremony with propriety: 

ought to be the peculiar ſtudy of every maſon ;. 

eſpecially of thoſe who have the honor to rule in 

our aſſemblies. To perſons who are thus digni- 

\ KF fied, every eye is naturally directed for propriety 

3 of conduct and behaviour; and from them, other 

1 brethren, who are leſs informed, will naturally 

expect to derive an example worthy of imitation., 

From a ſhare in this ceremony no maſon can 

be exempted. It is a general concern, in which 

all muſt aſſiſt, This is the firſt requeſt of the 
maſter, and the prelude to all buſineſs. No ſoon- 


ier has it been ſignified, than every officer repairs 
31 to his ſtation, and the brethren rank according to 
| their degrees. The intent of the meeting be- 
2 comes the ſole object of attention, and the mind 
is inſenſibly drawn from thoſe indiſcriminate ſub- 
Þ jects of converſation, which are apt to intrude on 
a our leſs ſerious moments. Ht 
> This effect accompliſhed, our care is directed 
to the external avenues of the lodge, and the 
8 proper 
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proper officers, whoſe province it 1s to diſcharges © 
that duty, execute their truſt with hdelity ; and | 
by certain myſtic ſorms, of no recent date, inti- 
mate that we may ſafely proceed. To detect 
impoſtors among ourſelves, an adherence to or- 
der in the character of maſons enſues, and the 
lodge is either opened or cloſed in ſolemn form. 
At opening the lodge, two purpoſes are wiſely 
effected: the maſter is reminded of the dignity 
of his character, and the brethren of the homage 
and veneration due from them in their ſundry 
ſtations. Theſe are not the only advantages re- 
ſulting from a due obſervance of this ceremony; 
a revarential awe for the Deity is inculcated, and 
the eye fixed on that object, from whoſe radiant 
deams light only can be derived. Here we are 
taught to adore the God of Heaven and to ſup- 
plicate his protection on our well- meant endeav- 
ours. The Maſter aſſumes his government in 
due form, and under him his Wardens ; who ac- 
cept their uuſt, after the cuſtomary ſalutations, as 
diſciples of one general patron. The brethren 
then, with one accord, unite in duty and reſpedt, 
and the ceremony concludes. 
At cloſing the lodge, a ſimilar form takes place, 


— the leſs important duties of maſonry are not 
paſſed 
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paſſed over unobſerved. The neceſſary degree gf 


ſubordination in the government of a lodge is 
peculiarly marked, while the proper tribute of 
gratitude is offered up to the beneficent Author of 
life, and his bleſſing invoked, and extended to 
the whole fraternity. Each brother faithfully 
locks up the treaſure which he has acquired, in 
his own ſecret repoſitory ; and pleaſed with his 
reward, retires, untainted and uncontaminated, to 
enjoy, and diffeminate, among the private circle 
of his friends, the fruits of his labour and induſ- 
try in the lodge. | 

Theſe are faint outlines of a ceremony which 
univerſally prevails among maſons in every coun- 
try, and diſtinguiſhes all their meetings, It is 
arranged as a general fection in every degree, 
and takes the lead in all our illuſtrations. 


A Prayer uſed at opening the Lodge. 


May the favor of Heaven be upon this meet- 
ing; and as it is happily begun may it be con- 
ducted with order and clofed with harmony! 


Amen „ 


4 
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A Prayer uſed at cloſing the Lodge. 
May the bleſſing of Heaven reſt upon us, and 


all regular maſons ! may brotherly love prevail, 
and every moral and ſocial virtue cement us! 
Amen. 


Charges and Regulations for the conduct and beha- 
vour of Maſons. 


A rehearſal of the ancient charges properly 
ſucceeds the opening, and precedes the cloſing, 
of a lodge. This was the conſtant practice of 
our ancient brethren, and ought never-to be neg- 
letted in our regular aſſemblies. A recapituta- 
tion of our duty, cannot be diſagreeable to thoſe 
who are acquainted with it; and to thoſe who 
know 1t not, ſhould any ſuch be, it muſt be high- 
ly proper to recomment it. 


Ancient Charges. 


[To be rehearſed at opening the Lodge.] 
On the Management of the Craft in working. 


Maſons employ themſelves diligently in their 
ſundry vocations, live creditably, and conform 
with cheerfulneſs to the government of the coun- 
try in which they reſide; 

The 
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The moſt expert craftſman is choſen or ap- 
pointed Maſter of the work, and is duly honour« 
ed by thoſe over whom he preſides. 

The maſter knowing himſelf qualified, under- 
takes the government of the lodge, and truly 
diſpences his rewards, giving to every brother 
the approbation which he merits. 

A craitsman who is appointed Warden of the 
work under the Maſter, is truc to Maſter and 
fellows, carefully overſees the work, and his 
brethren obey him. 

The Maſter, Wardens, and brethren receive 
their rewards juſtly, are faithful, and carefully 
finiſh the work they begin, whether it be in the 
firſt or ſecond degree ; but never put that work 
to the firſt, which has been accuſtomed to the 
ſecond degree. 

Neither envy nor cenſure is diſcovered among 


maſons. No brother is ſupplanted, or put out of 


his work, if he be capable to. finiſh it; as no 
man, who is not perfectly {killed in the original 
deſign, can, with equal advantage to the maſter, 
finiſh the work begun by another. 

All employed in maſonry meekly receive their 
rewards, and uſe no diſobliging name. Brother 
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ſtow on each other. They behave courteoufly 
within and without the lodge, and never deſert 
the maſter till the work 1s finiſhed, 


Laws for the government of the Lodge. 
[To be rehearſed at opening the Lodge.] 


You are to ſalute one another in a courteous- 


manner, agreeably to the forms eſtabliſhed among 


maſons x; you are freely to give ſuch mutual 
inſtructions as ſhall be thought neceſſary or ex- 
pedient, not being overſeen or overheard, with- 


out encroaching upon each other, or derogating 


from that reſpect which is due to any gentleman, 
were he not a maſon; for though as maſons we 
rank as brethren op a level, yet maſonry deprives 
no man of the honour due to his rank or charac- 
ter, but rather adds to his honour, eſpecially if 
he has deſerved well of the fraternity, who al- 
ways render honour to whom it is due, and avoid 
ill- manners. | 
No private committees are to be allowed, or 
ſeparate converſations encouraged; the Maſter 
or Wardens are not to be interrupted, or any 


brother 


* 


In a lodge, maſons meet as members of one 


family ; all prejudices, therefore, on account of re- 


Agion, country, or private opinion, are removed 
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brother ſpeaking to the maſter | but due decorum 
is to be obſerved, and a proper reſpett paid to 
the maſter, and preſiding officers. 

Theſe laws are to be ſtrictly enforced, that 
harmony may be preſerved, and the buſineſs of 
the lodge be carried on with order and regulars 
ty, - | 


Amen. So mote it be. 


Charge on the behaviour of Maſons. 
(To be rehearſed at cloſing the Lodge.) 


When the Lodge is cloſed, you may enjoy 
yourſelves with innocent mirth ; but you are care- 
fully to avoid exceſs. You are not to compel any 
brother to act contrary to his inclination, or give 
offence by word or deed, but enjoy a free and 
eaſy converſation. You are to uſe no immoral or 
obſcene diſcourſe, but at all times ſupport with 
propriety the dignity of your character. 

You are to be cautious in your words and car- 
riage, that the moſt penetrating ſtranger may not 
diſcover, or fin out, what is not proper to be in- 
timated; and, if neceſſary, you are to wave a 
diſcourſe, and manage it prudently, lor the honour 
of the fraternity, 
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At home, and in your ſeveral neighbourhoods, 
vou are to behave as wiſe and moral men. Vou 
are never to communicate to your families, 

friends, or acquaintance, the private tranſactions 

of our different aſſemblies; but upon every oc- | 
caſion to conſult your own honour, and the re- 
putation of the fraternity at large. 

You are to ſtudy the preſervation of health, by 
avoiding irregularity and intemperance, that your 
families may not be neglected and injured, or 


yourſelves ditay;22 from attending 3 your 20a 
ceſſary employments in life. ; 

If a ſtranger apply in the character of a ma- 
ſon, you are cautiouſly to examine him in ſuch 
a method as prudence may direct, and agreeably 
to the forms eſtabliſhed among maſons ; that you 
map not be impoſed upon by an 1gnorant falſe 
pretender, whom you are to reject with con- 
tempt, and beware of giving him any ſecret 
hints of knowledge. But if you diſcover him to 
be a true and genuine brother, you are to reſpe& 
him; if he be in want, you are without prejudice 
to relieve him, or direct him how he may be re- 
lieved ; you are to employ him, or recommend 
him to employment : however, you are never 


charged to do beyond your ability, only to pre- 
fer 
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fer a poor brother, Who is a good man and true, 
before any other perſon in the ſame circum ſtan- 
ces. | 

Finally; Theſe rules you are always to ob- 
ſerve and enforce, and alſo the duties which 
have been communicated in the lecture; culti- 
vating brotherly love, the foundation and cape- 
ſtone, the cement and glory of this ancient fra- 
ternity ; avoiding, upon every occaſion, wran- 
gling and quarreling, ſlandering and backbiting ; 
not permitting others to ſlander honeſt brethren, 
but defending their characters, and doing them 
good offices, as, far as may be conſiſtent with 
your honor and ſafety, but no farther. Hence 
all may ſee the benign influence of maſonry, as 
all true maſons have done from the beginning of 
the world, and will do to the end of time. 

Amen. So mote it be. 


- 


SECT. III. 
REMARKS on the FIRST LECTURE. 


AVING illuſtrated the ceremony of open- 
ing and cloſing a Lodge, and inſerted the 
Charges and prayers uſually rehearſed in our re- 


gular aſſemblies on theſe occaſions, we ſhall now 
E 2 enter 
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enter on a diſquiſition of the different Sections of 
the Lectures appropriated to the three degrees of 
Maſonry, giving a brief ſummary of the whole, 
and annexing to every Remark the particulars to 
which the ſection alludes. By theſe means the 
| induſtrious maſon will be inſtructed in the regu- 
lar arrangement of the ſections in each lecture, 
and be enabled with more eaſe to acquire a 
knowledge of the Art. 

The Firſt Lecture of Maſonry is divided into 
three ſections, and each ſeftion into different 
clauſes, Virtue is painted in the moſt beautiful 


colours, and the duties of morality are enforced. 
In it we are taught ſuch uſeful leſſons as prepare 
the mind for a regular advancement in the prin- 
ciples of knowledge and philoſophy. Theſe are | 
imprinted on the memory by lively and ſenſible 
images, to influence our conduct in the proper 
diſcharge of the duties of ſocial life. 


The Firſt Section. 


The firſt ſection in this lecture is ſuited to all 
capacities, and may and ouglit to be known by 
every perſon who wiſhes to rank as a maſon, It 
conſiſts of general heads, which, though ſhort and 


4imple, carry weight with them, They not only 
ſerve 
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ſerve as marks of diſtin tion, but communicate uſe. 

ful and intereſting knowledge when they are du- 
ly inveſtigated. They qualify us to try and ex- 
amine the rights of others to our privileges, while 
they prove ourſelves ; and as they induce us to 
inquire more minutely into other particulars of 
greater importance, they ſerve as an introduction 
to ſubjects more amply explained in the follow- 
ing ſeftions. 

This ſection alſo makes us acquainted with the 
peculiar forms and ceremonies at the initiation 
of candidates into maſonry ; and convinces us, 
beyond the power of contradittion, of the pro- 
priety of our rites ; while it demonſtrates to the 
moſt 7-eptical and heſitating mind, their excel- 
lence and utility, | 

As in this ſection we are taught the ceremony 
of initiation into the Order, the following particu- 
lars relative to that ceremony may be here intro- 
duced with propriety. 


Declaration to be aſſented to by a Candidate, in ag 
adjoining apartment, previous to Initiation. 


Do you ſeriouſly declare, upon your honour, 
before theſe gentlemen, that unbiaſſed by 


friends againſt your own inclination, and unin- 
fluenced 
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44 
fluenced by mercenary motives, you freely and 
voluntarily offer yourſelf a candidate for the 
myſteries of Maſonry ?''—I do. 

Do you ſeriouſly declare, upon your ho. 
nour, before theſe gentlemen, that you are ſolely 
promped to ſolicit the privileges of Maſonry, by 
a favourable opinion conceived of the inſtitution, 
a deſire of knowledge, and a ſincere with of be- 
ing ſerviceable to your fellow- creatures? -, do. 

Do you ſeriouſly declare, upon your ho- 
nour, before theſe gentlemen, that you will cheer- 
fully conform to all the ancient eſtabliſhed uſages 
and cuſtoms of the fraternity; —I do. 

When the above declaration is made, t',* Can« 
didate is propoſed in open lodge, in manner fol. 
lowing : 

„R. W. Maſter and brethren, 

„At the requeſt of Mr. A. B. [mentioning 

has profeſſion and reſidence | I propoſe him in form 

as a proper Candidate for the myſteries of Ma- 
ſonry; ; I recommend him, as worthy to partake 
of the privileges of the fraternity; and, in con- 
ſequence of a declaration of his intentions volun- 


tarily made, and properly atteſted, I believe he 


will cheerfully conform ta the rules of the 
A 


Order.“ 
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A prayer uſed at the Initiation of a Candidate. 

« Vouchſafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the 
Univerſe, to this our preſent convention ; and 
grant that this candidate for maſonry may dedi- 
cate and devote his life to thy ſervice, and be- 
come a true and faithful brother among us! En- 
due him with a competence of thy divine wiſ= 
dom, that, by the ſecrets of our Art, he may be 
better enabled to diſplay the beauties of godli- 
neſs, to the honour of thy holy Name ! Amen.” 


1vote. It is a duty incumbent ofi every Matter 
of a lodge, juſt before the ceremony of initia- 
tion takes place, to inform the condidate of the 
Purpoſe and deſign of the inſtitution ; to explain 
the nature of his ſolemn engagements ; and in a 
manner peculiar to maſons alone, to require his 
cheerful acquieſcence to the duties of morality 
and virtue, and all the ſacred tenets of the Order. 

Further, this Section, by the reciprocal com- 
munication of our marks of diſtinction, proves us 
to be regular members of the Order; and incul. 
cates thoſe necellary and inſtructive duties, 
which at once dignify our characters in the dou- 
ble capacity of men and maſons. - 

We cannot further illuſtrate this ſection better 


than by inſerting the following 
Charge 
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Charge at Initiation unto the firſt” Degree. 


BROTHER, 
[As you are now introduced into the ſirſt prin- 
ciples of Maſonry, I congratulate you on being 


accepted into this ancient and honorable Order; 
ancient as having ſubſi ſted from time immemo- | 


rial ; and honourable, as tending, in every par- 
ticular, fo to render all men, who will be con- 
formable to its precepts. No inſtitution was | 
ever raiſed on a better principle, or more ſolid 
toundaiion ; nor were ever more excellent rules 
and uſeful maxims laid down, than are inculca- 
ted on all perſons at their initiation into the my ſ- 
teries of Maſonry. Monarchs, in all ages, have 
been encouragers and promoters of the art, and 
have never deemed it derogatory from their dig- 
nity, to level themſelves with the fraternity, ex- 
tend their privileges, and patroniſe their aſſem- 
blies.) 9 a 

There are three great duties which as a maſon 

you are charged to inculcate, to God, your neigh- 
bour, 
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bour and yourſelf, To God; in never men- 
tioning his name, but with that awe and rev- 
erence which 18 due from a creature to his crea- 
tor ; to implore his aid in all your laudable un- 
dertakings ; and to eſteem him as the chief 
good: to your neighbour ; in acting upon the 
ſquare, and doing unto him as you wiſh he ſhould 
do unto you : —and to yourſelf ; in avoiding all 
irregularity and intemperance, which may impair 
your faculties, or debaſe the dignity of your pro- 
feſſion. A zealqus attachment to theſe duties 
will enſure public and private eſteem, 


In the ſtate, you are to be a quiet and peaceable 
ſubject, true to your government, and juſt to your 
country; you are not to countenance difloyalty 
or rebellion, but patiently ſubmit to legal author. 
ity, and conform with cheerfulneſs to the govern- 
ment of the country in which you live. 


[In your outward demeanour be particularly 
eareſul to avoid cenſure or reproach ; and beware 
of thoſe who may artfully endeavour to inſinuate 
themſelves into your eſteem, with a view to be- 
tray your virtuous reſolutions, or make you 
twerve from the principles of this inſtitution. 

1 
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Let not intereſt, favour, or prejudice, bias your 


integrity, or influence you to be guilty of a diſ- 


honourable action; but let your conduct and be- 
haviour be regular and uniform, and your de- 
portment ſuitable to the dignity of your pro- 
feſſion.] | 

Above all, practiſe benevolence aud charity; 


for by theſe virtues, maſons have been diſtinguiſh- 


ed in every age and country, | The inconceiva- 
ble pleaſure of contributing toward the relief of 
our fellow- creatures, is truly experienced by per- 
ſons of a humane diſpoſition; who are naturally 


excited, by ſympathy to extend their aid in alle- 


viation of the miſeries of others. This encoura- 
ges the generous maſon to diſtribute his bounty 
with cheerfulneſs. Suppoſing himſelf in the ſit- 
uation of an unhappy ſuſſerer, he liſtens to his 
complaints with attention, bewails his misfor- 
tunes, and ſpeedily relieves his diſtreſs.) 


The next object of your attention is our excel- 
lent Conſtitutions: Theſe contain the hiſtory of 


maſonry from the earlieſt periods, and the laws 
and charges, by which the brethren have been 
long governed; 

A punttual attencance on our affemblies we 
next enjoin, eſpecially on the duties.of the lodge 
t 3 
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which you may belong. There, as in all other 
regular meetings of the fraternity, you are to be- 
have with order and decorum, that harmony may 
be preſerved, and the buſineſs of maſonry be 
properly conducted. [The rules of good man- 
ners you are not to violate ; neither are you to 
uſe any unbecoming language, in derogation of 
the name of God, or toward the corruption of 
good manners: you are not to introduce or main- 
tain any difpute about religion or politics; or 
behave irreverently while the lodge is engaged in 
What is ſerious and important, but you areto pay 
a proper deference and reſpect to the Maſter 
and preſiding officers, and diligently apply to 
your work in the art, that you may ſooner be- 
come a proficient therein, as well for your own 
credit, as the honour of the brethren by whom 
you have been received, ] 

Although your frequent appearance at our reg- 


ular meetings is earneſtly ſolicited, yet it is not 


meant that maſonry ſhould interfere with your 
neceſſary vocations ; for theſe are on no account 
to be neglected: neither are you to ſuffer your 

zeal 
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zeal for the inſtitution, to lead you into argument 
with thoſe who through ignorance, may ridicule ̃ 
it. At your leiſure hours, you are to ſtudy the 
liberal arts and ſciences; and that you may im- 
prove in maſonic diſquiſitions, converſe with 
well-informed brethren, who will be always 
as ready to give, as you will be to receive, in- 
ſtruction. 

Finally; keep ſacred and inviolable the myſte- 
ries of the Order, as theſe are to diſtinguiſh you 
from the reſt of the community, and mark your 
conſequence among maſons. If, in the circle of 
your acquaintance, you find a perſon deſirous of 
being initiated into maſonry, be particularly atten- 
tive not to recommend him, unleſs you are con- 
vinced he will conform to our rules; that the ho- 
nour, glory, and reputation of the inſtitution may 
de firmly eſtabliſhed, and the world at large con- 
vinced of its good effects. 


Nie Second Section. 


The ſecond ſection rationally accounts for the , 
origin of our hieroglyphical inſtruction, and con- 
vinces us of the advantages which will ever ac- 
company 
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company a faithful obſervance of our duty ; it 
illuſtrates, at the ſame time, certain particulars, 
of which our ignorance might lead us into error, 
and which, a8 maſons, we are indiſpenſably 
bound to know. | 

To make a daily progreſs in the Art, is our 
conſtant duty, and expreſsly required by our gen- 
eral laws. What end can be more noble, than 
the purſuit of virtue ? what motive more alluring, 
than the practice of juſtice ? or what inſtruction 
more beneficial, than an accurate elucidation of 
Tymbolical myſteries which tend to embelliſ and 
adorn the mind? Every thing that ſtrikes the 
eye, more immediately engages the attention, and 
imprints on the memory ſerious and ſolemn 
truths ; hence maſons, univerſally adopting this 
method of inculcating the tenets of their Order 
by typical figures and allegorical emblems, pre- 
vent their myſteries from deſcending into the fa- 
miliar reach of inattentive and unprepared nov- 
ices, from whom they might not receive due ven- 
eration. | 

Our records inform us, that the uſages and 
cuſtoms of maſons have ever correſponded with 
thoſe of the Egyptian philoſophers, to which they 
bear a near affinity, Unwilling to expoſe their 
1223 | myſteries 
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my ſteries to vulgar eyes, they concealed their 
particular tenets, and principles of polity, under 
hieroglyphical figures; and expreſſed their no- 
tions of government by ſigns and ſymbols, which 
they communicated to their Magi alone, who 
were bound by oath not to reveal them. The 
Pythagorean ſyſtem ſeems to have been eſtabliſſi- 
ed ona ſimilar plan, and many orders of a more 
recent date. Maſonry, however, is not only the 
moſt ancient, but the moſt moral inſtitution that 
ever ſubſi ſted; every character, figure, and em- 
blem, depicted in a Lodge, has a moral tend- 
ency, and inculcates the practice of virtue. 


The Third Section. 


The third ſeftion explains the nature and prin- 
ciples of our conſtitution, and teaches us to diſ- 
charge with propriety the duties of the different 


departments which we are nominated to ſuſtain 


in the government of a lodge. Here, too, our 
ornaments are diſplayed, our jewels and furni- 
ture ſpecified, and a proper attention is paid to 
our ancient and venerable patrons. 

To theſe remarks little can be added, to explain 
the ſubjeR of this ſection, or aiſiſt the induſtri- 
ous maſon to acquire it. A punctual attendance 

on 
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on the duties of a lodge, we recommend as the 
moſt effectual means to enable him to become 
maſter of it; and a diligent application to the 
truths it demonſtrates, will always incline him to 
improve by the example of the original patrons 
of the art. 

This ſection, though the laſt in rank, is not 
the leaſt conſiderable in importance. It ſtrength- 
ens thoſe which precede, and enforces, in the 
moſt engaging manner, a due regard to character 
and behaviour in public, as well as in private 
life; in the lodge, as well as in the general com- 
merce of ſociety. 

It forcibly inculcates the moſt inftruRive leſs ; 
ſons. Brotherly love, relief, and truth, are 
themes on which we here expatiate ; and the car- 
dinal virtues eſcape not our notice. By the exer- 
ciſe of brotherly love, we are taught to regard 
the whole human ſpecies as one family, the high 
and low, the rich and poor ; who, as created by 
one Almighty Parent, and inhabitants of the ſame 
Planet, are to aid, ſupport, and protect each.oth- 
er. On this principle, maſonry unites men of" 
every, country, ſe, and opinion, and conciliates 
true briendſhip among thoſe who might otherwiſe 
t 8 


i , 
. 


Fa 


54 ILLUSTRATIONS 


have remained at a perpetual diſtance.— Relief ig 
the next tenet of our profeſſion. To relieve the 
diſtreſſed is a duty incumbent on all men; but 
particularly on maſons, who are linked together 
by an indiſſoluble chain of ſincere affection. To 
ſoothe the unhappy, to ſympathize with their 
misfortunes, to compaſſionate their miſeries, and 
to reſtore peace to their troubled minds, is the 
grand aim we have in view. On this baſis, we 
eſtabliſn our friendſhips, and form our connex- 
ions. -Truth is a divine attribute, and the foun- 
dation of every virtue. To be good and true, is 
the firſt leſſon we. are taught in maſonry, On 
this theme we contemplate, and by its dictates en- 
deavour to regulate our conduct: hence, influ- 
enced by this principle, hypocriſy and deceit are 
unknown, fincerity and plain dealing diſtinguiſh 
us, and the heart and tongue join in promoting 
each other's welfare, and rejoicing in each others 
proſperity. 
To this illuftration ſucceeds an explanation of 
the four cardinal virtues---temperance, fortitude, 
| prudence, and juſtice.---By the firſt, we are in- 
ſtructed to govern the paſſions, and check unruly 
defires. The health of the body, and the dignity 
of the ſpecies, are equally concerned in a faith- 
l | ful 


*. 


OF MASONRY. Ty 


ful obſervance of it —By the ſecond, we are 
taught to reſiſt temptation, and encounter danger 


with ſpirit and reſolution. This virtue is equally 


di ſtant from raſhneſs and cowardice ; and who- 
ever poſſeſſes it, is ſeldom ſhaken, and never 
overthrown, by the ſtorms that ſurround him. 
By the third, we are inſtructed to regulate our 
conduct by the dictates of reaſon, and to judge 
and determine with propriety in the execution of 
every thing that may tend to promote our preſ- 
ent or future well-being. On this virtue all the 
others depend; it is therefore the chief jewel that 
can adorn the human frame. Juſtice is the boun- 
dary of right, and conſtitutes tlie cement of civil 
ſociety. Without the exerciſe of this virtue, uni- 
verſal confuſion would enſue; lawleſs ſorce 
would overcome the principles of equity, and ſo- 
cial intercourſe no longer exiſt. As juſtice in 
à great meaſure conſtitutes the real good man, ſo 
it is repreſented as the perpetual ſtudy of the ac- 
compliſhed maſon. 

Ihe illuſtration of theſe virtues is accompanied 
-with fome general obſervations on the equality 
obſerved among maſons.-.-In our aſſemblies no 
eſtrangement of behaviour is diſcovered. Ag 
| uniformity 
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uniformity of opinion, which is uſeful in exigen« 
cies, and pleaſing in familiar life, univerſally 
prevails, ſtrengthens all the ties of friendſhip, 
and equally promotes love and eſteem. Maſons 
are brethren by a double tie, and among brothers 
ſhould exiſt no invidious diſtinctions. Though 
merit be always reſpected, and honour rendered 
to whom it is due, the ſame principles govern all. 
A king is reminded, that although a crown may 
adorn his head, or a ſceptre his hand, the blood 
in his veins is derived from the common parent 
of mankind, and is no better than that of the 


meaneſt ſubject. The wiſeſt ſenator, or the moſt 


ſkilful artiſt, is taught, that equally with others, 
he is by nature expoſed to infirmity and diſeaſe; 
and that an unforeſeen misfortune, or a diſordered 
frame, may impair his faculties, and level him 
with the moſt ignorant of his ſpecies. This 
checks pride, and incites courteſy of behaviour. 
Men of inferior talents, or not placed by fortune 
in ſuch exalted ſtations, are inſtructed to regard 
their ſuperiors with peculiar eſteem, when they 
beliold them, diveſted of pride, vanity, and ex- 
ternal grandeur, condeſcending, in the badge of 
innocence and bond of friendſhip, to trace wiſ- 
| dom, 
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dom, and follow virtue, aſſiſted by thoſe who 
are of a rank beneath them. Virtue is true no- 
bility, and wiſdom the channel by which virtue 
is directed and conveyed; wiſdom and virtue on- 
ly can diſtinguiſh maſons. 6 
Such is the arrangement of the different ſee- 
tions in the firſt lecture, which, with the forms 
adopted at the opening and cloſing of a lodge, 
comprehends the whole of the firſt degree of ma- 
ſonry. This plan has the advantages of regulari- 
ty to recommend it, the ſupport of precedent and 
authority, and the ſanction and reſpett which 
flow from antiquity. The whole is a regular 
ſyſtem of morality, conceived in a ſtrain of in- 
tereſting allegory, which muſt unfold its beau- 
ties to the candid and induſtrious inquirer. 


SEC PTV 
REMARKS on the SECOND LECTURE, 


MI. is a progreſſive ſcience, and is 
divided into different claſſes or degrees, for 
the more regular advancement in the knowledge 
ol its myfferies, According to the progreſs we 
make, 
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make, we limit or extend our inquiries ; and, in 


proportion to our capacity, we attain to a leſs or 
greater degree of perfection. 


Maſonry includes within its circle almoſt eve- 
ry branch of polite learning. Under the veil of 


its myſteries, is comprehended a regular ſyſtem 
of ſcience. Many of its illuſtrations, to the con- 
fined genius, may appear unimportant ; but the 
man of more enlarged faculties will perceive them 


to be, in the higheſt degree, uſeful and intereſt- 
ing. To pleaſe the accompliſhed ſcholar, and 
ingenious artiſt, maſonry is wiſely planned ; and, 
in the inveſtigation of its latent doftrines, the 


' Philoſopher and mathematician may experience 


equal delight and ſatis faction. 


To exhauſt the various ſubjefts of which it 
treats, would tranſcend the powers of the bright- 
eft genius; ſtill, however, nearer approaches to 
perfection may be made, and the man of wiſdom 
will not check the progreſs of his abilities, tho' 


the taſk he attempts may at firſt ſeem inſurmount- 


able. Perſeverance and application remove each 


difficulty as it occurs; every ſtep he advances, 
new pleaſures open to his view, and inſtruttion 
* of the nobleſt kind attend his reſearches. In the 


- diligent 
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diligent purſuit of knowledge, the intellectual 
faculties are employed, in promoting the glory of 
God, and the good of man. 

Such is the reſult of every illuſtration in ma- 
ſonry. Reverence for the Deity, and gratitude 
for the bleſſings of heaven, are inculcated in ev- 
ery degree. This is the termination of our in- 
quiries, and beyond theſe limits our capacities 
cannot reach. 

The firſt degree is well calculated to enforce 
the duties of morality, and imprint on the me- 
mory the nobleſt principles which can adorn the 
human mind. It is therefore the beſt introduc- 


tion to the ſecond degree, which not only ex- 


tends the ſame plan, but comprehends a more 
diffuſive ſyſtem of knowledge. Here practice 
and theory join, in qualifying the induſtrious 
maſon to ſhare tlie pleaſures which an advance- 


ment in the Art muſt neceſſarily afford. Liſ- 


tening with attention to the wiſe opinions of ex- 
perienced craftſmen on important ſubjects, he 


gradually familiariſes his mind to uſeful inſtruc- 


tion, and is ſoon enabled to inveſtigate truths of 
the utmoſt concern in the general tranſaQtions of 
e Ties 8 ; 
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From this ſyſtem proceeds a rational amuſe. 
ment; while the mental powers are fully eq. 
ployed, the judg nent is properly exerciſed, A 
ſpirit of emulation prevails; and all are induced 
to vie, who ſhalt moit excel in promoting the 
valuable rules of the inflitution. 


The Firſt Section. 


The firſt ſection of the ſecond degree acct. 
rately elucidates the mode of introduction into 
that particular claſs ; and inſtrutts the diligent 
craftſman how to proceed in the proper arrange- 
ment of the ceremonies uſed on the occaſion, . 
It qualifies him to judge of their importance, 
atzd convinces him of the neceſſity of ſtrictly ad- 
Hering to every eſtabliſhed uſage of the Order, 
Here he is entruſted with particular teſts, to en- 
able him to prove his title to the privileges of 
this degree, while ſatisfactery reaſons are given 
for their origin, Many duties, which cement in 
the firmeſt union well-informed brethren, are il- 
Inſtrated in this ſection; and an opportunity is 
given to make ſuch advances in maſonry, as will 


always diſtinguiſh the abilities of thoſe who have 
« JT?) 


Ulived at preferment, 
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The knowledge of this ſection is abſolutely 
neceſſary for all craftſmen ; and as it recapitu- 
lates the ceremony of initiation, and contains 


many other important particulars, no officer of 


a lodge ſhould be unacquainted with it. 


Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree. 


BROTHER, 

Being advanced to the ſecond degree of ma- 
ſonry, we congratulate you on your preferment. 
[The internal, and not the external, qualifica- 
tions of a man, are what maſonry regards. As 


you increaſe in knowledge, you will improve in 


ſocial intercourſe. 

It is unneceſſary to recapitulate the duties 
which, as a maſon, you are bound to diſcharge; 
or enlarge on the neceſſity of a ſtrict adherence 
to them, as your own experience muſt have eſ- 
tabliſked their value. It may. be ſufficient to 
obſerve, that] Your paſt behaviour and regular 
deportment have merited the honour which we 
have now conferred ; and in your new charafteg, 
it is expected that you will conform to the prin- 
ciples of the Order, by ſteadily perſevering in 
the prattice of every commendable virtue. 
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The ſtudy of the liberal arts [that valuable 
branch of education, which tends ſo effettually 
to poliſh and adorn the mind] 1s earneſtly re- 
commended to your conſideration ; eſpecially 
the ſcience of geometry, which is eſtabliſhed as 
the baſis of our Art. | Geometry, or Maſon- 
ry, originally ſynonymous terms, being of a di- 
vine and moral nature, 1s enriched with the moſt 
uſeful knowledge; while it proves the wonder- 
ful properties of nature, it demonſtrates the more 
important truths of morality. ] 

The ſolemnity of our ceremonies requires 
' from you a ſerious deportment ; you are there- 
fore to be particularly attentive to your beha- 
viour in our regular aſſemblies; to preſerve our 
ancient uſages and cuſtoms ſacred and inviola- 
ble ; and induce others, by your example, to 
hold them in veneration. 

Our laws and regulations you are ſtrenuouſly 
to ſupport ; and be always ready to aſſiſt in ſeeing 
them duly executed. You are not to palliate, or 
aggravate, the offences of your brethren ; but, in 
the deciſion of every treſpaſs againſt your rules, 
you are to judge with candour, admoniſh witk 


friendſhip, and reprehend with juſtice, 


In 


In 
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In our private aſſemblies, as a craftſman, you 
may offer your ſentiments and opinions on ſuch 
ſubjects as are regularly introduced in the Lec- 
ture; and by this privilege, you may improve 
your intellectual powers; qualify yourſelf to 
become an uſeful member of ſociety; and, like 
a ſkilful brother, ſtrive to excel in every thing 
that is good and great. 

[All regular ſigns and ſummonſes, given and 
received, you are duly to honour, and punctually 
to obey; inaſmuch as they conſiſt with our pro- 
feſſed principles. Vou are to ſupply the wants, 
and relieve the neceſſities, of your brethren, to 
the utmoſt of your power and ability: and on no 
account are you to wrong them, or to ſee them 
wronged ; but appriſe them of approaching dan- 
ger, and view their intereſt as infeparable from 
your own, 

Such is the nature of your engagements as 
a Craftſman ; and to theſe duties you are bound 
by the moſt ſacred ties. ] 

This ſection preſents an ample field for the 
man of genius to perambulate, It curſorily ſpe- 
cifies the particular claſſes of maſonry, and ex- 
plains the requiſite qualifications for preferment 
in each. In the explanation of our uſages, ma- 
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ny remarks are intreduced, equally uſeful to the 
experienced artiſt and the iage moraliſt, The 
various operations of the mind are demonſtrated, 
as far as they will admit of elucidation, and a 
fund of exteuſive- ſcience is explored through. 
out, Here we find employment for leiſure 
hours, trace ſcience from its original ſource, and, 
drawing the attention to the ſum of perfection, 
contemplate with admiration on the wonderful 
works of the Creator. Geometry is diſplayed, 
with all its powers and properties ; and in the 
diſquiſition of this ſcience, the" mind is filled 
with pleaſure and delight. Such is the Jatitude 
of this ſection, that the moſt judicious may fail 
in an attempt to explain it, as the rational pow- 
ers are exerted to their utmoſt ſtretch, in illuſtra- 
ting the beauties of nature, and demonſtrating 
the more important truths of morality. 
IAN. 


\ 


The orders of architecture come under conſi- 
deration in this ſection; a brief deſcription of 
them may therefore not be improper. 

By order in architecture, is meant a ſyſtem of 
all the members, proportions, and ornaments of 

columns 
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columns and pilaſters ; or, it is a regular arrange- 
ment of the projecting parts of a building, 
which, united with thoſe of a column, form 2 
beautiful, perfect, and complete whole. From 
the firſt formation of ſociety, order in architec- 
ture may be traced. When the rigour of ſeaſons 
obliged men to contrive ſhelter from the incles 
mency of the weather, we learn that they fig 
planted trees on end, and then laid others acrof, 
to ſupport a covermg. The bands which cor 
netted thoſe trees at top and bottom, is ſaid f 

have given riſe to the idea of the baſe and capit: 

of pillars ; and, from this {imple hint, originally 
proceeded the more improved art of architecture 

The five orders are thus claſſed: the Tuſcan, 
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and compoſite. 

The TUSCAN is the moſt fimple and ſolid of 
the five orders. It was invented in Tuſcany, 
whence it derives its name. Its column is ſeven 
diameters high; and its capital, baſe, and enta- 
blature have but few mouldings. The ſimplicity 
of the conſtruction of this column renders it eli 
gible where ornament would be ſuperfluous. 

The Doric order, which is plain and natur 
is the moſt ancient, and was invented by 
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Greeks. Its column is eight diameters high, 
and has ſeldom any ornaments on baſe or capi- 
tal, except mouldings ; though the frieze is dif- 
tinguiſhed by triglyphs and metopes, and the tri- 
glyphs compoſe the ornaments of the frieze. 
The ſolid compoſition of this order, gives it a 
preference, in ſtructures where ſtrength, and a 
noble ſimplicity, are chiefly required. 


The Doric is the beſt proportioned of all the 
orders. The ſeveral parts of which it is com- 
poſed are founded on the natural poſition of 
ſolid bodies. In its firſt invention it was more 
{imple than in its preſent ſtate. In after-times, 
when it began to be adorned, it gained the name 
of Doric; for when it was conſtructed in its pri- 
mitive and ſimple form, the name of Tuſcan was 
conferred on it. Hence the Tuſcan precedes 
the Doric in rank, on account of its reſemblance 
to that pillar in its original ſtate. 


The IoN1c bears a kind of mean proportion 
between the more ſolid and delicate orders. Its 
column 1s nine diameters high ; its capital is 
adorned with volutes, and its cornice has denti- 
cles. There 1s both delicacy and ingenuity dif- 
played in this pillar ; the invention of which is 

attributed 
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attributed to the Ionians, as the famous temple 
of Diana at Epheſus was of this order. It 1s 
ſaid to have been formed after the model of an 
agreeable young woman, of an elegant ſhape, 
dreſſed in her hair; as a contraſt to the Doric 
order, which was formed after that of a ſtrong 
robuſt man. | 

The CoRINTHIAN, the richeſt of the five 
orders, is deemed a maſter-picce of art, and was 
invented at Corinth by Callimachus. Its column 


is ten diameters high, and its capital is adorned 


with two rows of leaves, and eight volutes, which 
ſuſtain the abacus, ; The frieze is ornamented 
with curious devices, the cornice with denticles 
and modillions. This order is uſed in _ 
and ſuperb ſtructures. 

Callimachus is ſaid to have taken the hint of 
the capital of this pillar from the following re- 
markable circumſtance. Accidentally paſſing 
by the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a 
baſket of toys, covered with a tile placed over an 
acanthus root, having®been left there by her 
nurſe. As the branches grew up, they encom- 
paſſed the baſket, till, arriving at the tile, they 
met with an ob ſtruction, an] bent downwards. 
Callimachus, ſtruck with the object, ſet about 
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imitating the figure ; the vaſe of the capital he 
made to repreſent the baſket ; the abacus, the 
tile ; and the volute, the bending leaves. 

The CoMPosITE is compounded of the other 
orders, and was contrived by the Romans. Its 
capital has the two rows of leaves of the Corin- 
thian, and volutes of the Ionic. Its column has 
the quarter-round as the Tuſcan and Doric or- 
ders, is ten diameters high, and its cornice has 
denticles or ſimple modillions. This pillar is 


generally found in buildings, where irengtd, 


elegance, and beauty are diſplayed. 


The ancient and original orders of architec 
ture, revered by maſons, are no more than three, 
the Doric, Ionic, and CORINTHIAN. To 


theſe the Romans have added two, the Tuſcan, 


which they made plainer than the Doric ; and 
the Compoſite, which was more ornamental, if 
not more beautiful, than the Corinthian. The 
firſt three orders alone, however, ſhew invention 
and particular cheractèr, and eflentially differ 
from each other : the two others have nothing 
but what is borrowed, and differ only acciden- 
tally; the Tuſcan is the Doric in its earlieſt 
ſtate ; and the Compoſite is the Corinthian en- 

| riched 
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riched with the Ionic. To the Greeks, and not 
to the Romans, we are indebted for what is 
great, judicious, and diſtinct in architecture. 

- Thele obſervations are intended to induce the 
induſtrious craftſman to purſue his reſearches 
into the riſe and progreſs of architetture, by con- 
ſulting the works of learned writers profeſſedly 
upon the ſubject. 

An analyſis of the human faculties 1s alſo gi- 
ven in this ſection, in which the five external 
ſenſes particularly claim attention, 

When theſe topics are propoſed in our aſſem- 
blies, we are not confined to any peculiar mode 
of explanation ; every man being at liberty to 
offer his ſentiments under proper reſtrictions. 
The following thoughts on this important branch 
of learning may, however, be uſetul : , 

The ſenſes we are to conſider as the gifts of 
Nature, and though not the acquiſition of our 
reaſoning faculty, yet, in the uſe of them, are 
ſtill ſubject to reafon. Reaſon, properly em- 
ployed, confirms the documents of Nature, 
Which are always true and wholeſome : ſhe diſ- 
tinguiſhes the good from the bad; rejects the laſt 
with modeſty, adheres to the firſt with reverence, 

The objects of human knowledge are innume- 
rable; 
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rable ; the channels by which this knowledge 
is conveyed, are few. Among theſe, the percep- 
tian of external things by the ſenſes, and the in- 
formation we receive from human teſtimony, 
are not the leaſt conſiderable ; the analogy be- 
tween them, is obvious. In the teſtimony of 
Nature given by the ſenſes, as well as in human 
teftimony given by information, things are ſigni- 
fied by ſigns, In one as well as the other, the 
mind either by original principles or by cuſtom, 
paſſes from the ſign to the conception and belief 
of the thing ſignified, The figns in the natural 
language, as well as the ſigns in our original 
perceptions, have the ſame ſignification in all 
climates and nations, and the ſkill of interpreting 
them, 1s not acquired, but innate. 
Having made theſe obſervations, we ſhall pro- 
ceed to give a brief deſcription of the five ſenſes, 
HEARING is that ſenſe by which we diſtin- 
guiſh ſounds, and are capable of enjoying all the 
agreeable charms of muſic. By it we are ena- 
bled to enjoy the pleaſures of ſociety, and rect- 
procally to communicate to each other, our 
thoughts and intentions, our purpoſes and de- 
fires ; while our reaſon is capable of exerting its 


utmoſt power and energy, | 
The 
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The wiſe and beneficent Author of Nature 
intended, by the ſormation of this ſenſe, that we 
mould be ſocial creatures, and receive the great- 
eſt and moſt important part of our knowledge 
by the information of others. For theſe purpoſes 
we are endowed with hearing, that, by a proper 
exertion of our rational powers, our happineſs 

may be complete, | 
SEEING is that ſenſe by which we diſtin« 
guiſh objects, and in an inſtant of time, with- 
out change of place or ſituation, view armies in 
battle array, figures of the moſt ſtately ſtructures, 
and all the agreeable variety diſplayed in the 
landſcape of nature. By this ſenſe we find our 
way 1n the pathleſs ocean, traverſe the globe of 
earth, determine its figure and dimenſions, and 
delineate any region or quarter of it. By it we mea» 
ſure the planetary orbs, and make new diſcoveries 
inthe ſphere of the fixed ſtars. Nay more : by it 
we perceive the tempers and diſpoſitions, the 
paſſions and affeftions, of our fellow creatures, 
when they wiſh moſt to conceal them, ſo that 
though the tongue might be taught to he and diſ- 
ſemble, the countenance would diſplay the hy- 
pocriſy to the diſcerning eye. In fine, the rays 
of light, which adminiſter to this ſenſe, are the 
| mo 
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moſt aſtoniſhing parts of the animated creation, 
and render the eye a peculiar object of admira- 
tion, | 

Of all the faculties, ſight is the nobleſt. The 
ſtructure of the eye, and its appurtenances, 
evince the admirable contrivance of Nature for 
performing all its various external and internal 
motions, while the variety diſplayed in the eyes 
of different animals, ſuited to their ſeveral ways 
of life, clearly demonſtrates this organ to be the 
maſter-piece of Nature's work. 

FEELING is that ſenſe by which we diſtin- 
guiſh the different qualities of bodies ; ſuch as 
heat and cold, hardneſs and ſoftneſs, roughneſs 
and ſmoothneſs, figure, ſolidity, motion, and ex- 
tention; which, by means of certain correſpond- 


ing ſenſations of touch, are preſented to the mind 


as real external qualities, and the conception or 
belief of them is invariably connected with thoſe 
correſponding Seaſations, by an original princi- 
pie of human nature, which far tranſcends our 
cuir. 

All knowledge beyond our original percep- 
tions is got by experience. The conſtancy of 


Nature's laws connects the ſign with the thing ſig4 
nified, 


— 
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nified, and we rely on the continuance of that 

connection which experience hath diſcovered. 
Theſe three ſenſes, HEARING, SEEING, and 

FEELING, are deemed peculiarly eſſential 


among maſons. 
SMELLING is that Tenfe by which we diſtin- 


guiſh odours, the various kinds of which convey 
different impreſſions to the mind. Animal and 
vegetable bodies, and indeed moſt other bodies 
while expoſed to the air, continually ſend forth 
effluvia of vaſt ſubtilty, as well in the ſtate of 


life and growth, as in the ſtate of fermentation 


and putrefaction. The volatile particles proba- 
bly repel each other, and ſcatter themſelves in 
the air, till they meet with other bodies to which 
they bear a chemical afhnity, with which they 
unite, and form new concretes. Theſe effluvia 
being drawn into the noſtrils along with the air, 
are the means by which all bodies are ſmelled.— 
Hence it is evident, that there is a manifett ap. 
pearance of deſign in the great Creator's having 
_ Planted the organ of ſmell in the inſide of that 
canal, through which the air continually paſſes in 
T{piration, 

TASTING 
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TASTING enables us to make a proper dif. 
tinction in the choice of our food. The organ 
of the ſenſe guards the entrance of the aliment- 
ary canal, as that of ſmell guards the entrance of 
the canal for reſpiration. From the ſituation of 
both theſe organs, it is plain that they were in- 
tended by nature to diſtinguiſh wholeſome food 
from that which is nauſeous. Every thing that 
enters into the ſtomach muſt undergo the ſcru- 
tiny of taſting ; and by it we are capable of dif. 
cerning the changes which the ſame body under- 
goes in the different compoſitions of art, B 
chemiſtry, pharmacy, &c. 

Smelling and taſting are inſeparably connefed, 
and it is by the unnatural kind of life men com- 
monly lead in ſociety, that theſe ſefſes are ren- 
dered leſs ſit to perform their natural offices. 

The proper uſe of theſe five ſenſes enables us 
to form juſt and accurate notions of the opera- 
tions of nature ; and when we reflect on the ob- 
jects with which our ſenſes are gratified, we be- 
come conſcious of them, and are enabled to at- 
tend to them, till they become familiar objeQs of 
thought, | 

The ſenſes, and indeed all the operations of 


the mind, are ſo difficult to underſtand, and to 
analiſe, 
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analiſe, that the moſt judicious may fail in the 
attempt to explain them, The mind is ultimately 
affected by the ſenſes; when that is diſeaſed, 
every ſenſe loſes its virtue. The fabric of the 
mind, as well as that of the body, is curious and 
wondertul ; the faculties of the one are adapted 
to their ſeveral ends with equal wiſdom, and no 
leſs propriety, than the organs of the other. The 
inconceivable wiſdom of an Almighty Being is 
diſplayed in the ſtructure of the mind, Which ex- 
tends its power over every branch of ſcience; 
and is therefore a theme peculiarly worthy of 
attention, In the arts and ſciences which have 
the leaſt connexion with the mind, its faculties 
are ſtill the engines which we muſt employ ; the 
better we underſtand their nature and uſe, their 
defects and diſorders, we ſhall apply them with 
the greater ſucceſs, In the nobleſt arts, the mind 
is the ſubject upon which we operate. 

Wiſe men agree, that there is but one way to 
the knowledge of Nature's works—the way of oh- 
ſervation and experiment. By our conſlitution 
we have a ſtrong propenſity to trace particular 
facts and obſervations to general rules, and to 


apply thoſe rules to account tor other efetts, or 
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w direct us in the production of them. This pro- 
cedure of the underſtanding is familiar to every 
human creature in the common affairs of life, and 


i the only means by which any real orgy | in 


philoſophy can be made. 

On the mind all our knowledge muſt depend; 
what, therefore can be a more proper ſubject for 
the inveſtigation of maſons ? By anatomical dil. 
ſection and obſervation, we become acquainted 
with the body ; but it is by the anatomy of the 
mind alone we diſcover 1ts powers and principles, 

To ſum up the whole of this tranſcendent mea- 
ſure of God's bounty to man, we ſhall add, that 
memory, imagination, taſte, reaſoning, moral 
perception, and all the active powers of the ſoul, 


_ preſent a vaſt and boundleſs field for philoſophi- 


cal diſquiſition, which far exceeds human in- 
quiry, and are peculiar myſteries known only to 
Nature, and to Nature's God, to whom we and 
all are indebted for creation, preſervation, and 


every bleſſing we enjoy. = : 
.. 


From this theme we proceed to illuſtrate the 


moral advantages of Geometry; a ſubject on 
which 


mot * 
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which the ſollowing obſervations may not be un- 
acceptable : 

Goomtry, the firſt and nobleſt of ſciences, is 
the baſis on which the ſuperſtructure of maſonry 
is erected, By geometry, we may curiouſly trace 
Nature, through her various windings, to her 
molt concealed recelſes. By it, we diſcover the 
power, the wiſdom, and the goodneſs of the 
grand Artifcer of the univerſe, and view with 
delight the proportions which connect this vaſt 
machine. By it we diſcover how the planets 
move 1n their different orbits, and demonſtrate 
their various revolutions. By it we account for 
the return of ſeaſons, and the variety of ſcenes 
which each ſeaſon diſplays to the diſcerning eye. 
Numberleſs worlds are around us, all framed by 
the ſame divine Artiſt, which roll through the 
vaſt expanſe, and are all conducted by the ſame 
unerring laws of nature, 

A furvey of nature, and the obſervation of her 
beautiful proportions, firſt determined man to 
imitate the divine plan, and ſtudy ſymmetry and 
order. This gave riſe to ſocicties, and birth to 
every uſeful art. The architect began to deſign, 
and the plans which he laid down, being im- 
proved by experience and time, have produced 
works which arc the admiration of every age. 
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The Second Section. 


The ſecond ſection of this degree has recourſe 
to the origin of the inſtitution, and views maſon. 


ry under two denominations, operative and ſpecu- 


litive, Theſe are ſeparately conſidered, and the 
principles on which both are founded, particu. 
larly explained. Their affinity 1s pointed out, 
by allegorical figures, and typical repreſentations, 
Here the riſe of our government, or diviſion in- 
to claſſes, is examined; the diſpoſition of our 


rulers, ſupreme and ſubordinate, is traced ; and 


reaſons are aſſigned for the eſtabliſhment of ſev- 
eral of our preſent practices. The progreſs made 
in architecture, particularly in the reign of Solo- 
mon, is remarked; the number of artiſts em- 
ployed in building the temple of Jeruſalem, and 
the privileges which they enjoyed, are ſpecified ; 
the period Qipulated for rewarding merit is fixed, 
and the inimitable moral to which that circum- 


ſtance alludes is explained; the creation of the 


world is deſ-ribed, and many particulars recited, 
all of which have been carefully preſerved among 
maſons, and tranſmitted from one age to another, 
by oral tradition. In ſhort, this ſettion contains 
2 ſtore of valuable knowledge, founded on rea- 
ſon 
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ſon and ſacred record, both entertaining and in- 
ſtructive. The whole operates powerfully in en- 
forcing t'ie veneration due to antiquity. 

Circumſt inces of great importance to the fra- 
ternity are here particulariſed, and many tradi- 
tional tenets and cuſtoms confirmed by ſacred 
and profane record. The celeſlial and terreflriaÞ 
globes are conſidered with a minute accuracy; 
and here the accompliſhed gentleman may dif. 
play his talents to advantage, in the elucidation 
ol the ſciences, which are claſſed in a regular 
arrangement, The mode of rewarding merit is 
Foluted out; the marks of diſlinction which 
were conferred on our ancient brethren, as the 
reward of excellence, are name l; and the dut ee, 
as well as the privileges, of the ſicſt branch of 
their male offspring, deſined. This ſe tion alfa 
contains obſervations on the validity of our forms, 
and concludes w'th t':;e moſt powertul inceutives 
to the practice of picty and virtue, 


A 


The ſeven liberal arts and ſciences are illuſ- 
trated in this ſection, it may nut therefore be im- 
proper to inſert here a ſliort explanction of them, 

Grammar 
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Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of 
words according to the idiom or dtalett of 
any particular people ; and that excellency of . 
pronunciation, which enables us to fpeak or 
write a Janguage with accuracy, agreeably to rea- 
ſon, and corre@t uſage. 

Rhetoric teaches us to ſpeak copiouſly and 
fluently on any ſubject, not merely with propri- 
ety alone, but w.th all the advantages of force 
and elegance ; wiſely contriving to captivate the 
hearer by ſtrength of argument and beauty of ex- 
preſſion, whether it be to intreat and exhort, to 
admomfh or applaud, | 

Logic teaches us to guide our reaſon diſcretion. 
ally in the general knowledge of things, and di- 
rect our enquiries after truth. It conſiſts of a 
regular train of argument, whence we infer, de- 
duce, and conclude, according to certain 
premiſes laid down, admitted, or granted ; and 
in it are employed; the faculties of conceiving, 
judging, reaſoning, and diſpoſing ; all of which 
are naturally led on from one gradation to another, 
ll the point in queſtion is finally determined. 


Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties 
of numbers, which is variouſly effected, by let- 
ters, 
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ters, tables, figures, and inſtruments. By this 
art, reaſons and demonſtrations are given, for. 
finding out any certain number, whoſe relation 
or affinity to another, is already known or diſ- 
covered, 

Geometry treats of the powers and properties 
of magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, 
and tluckneſs, are conſidered, By this ſcience, 
the architect is enabled to conſtruct his plans, 
and execute his deſigns; the general to arrange 
his ſoldiers; the engineer to mark out ground 
for encampments; the geographer to give us the 
dimenſions of the world, and all things therein 
contained, to delineate the extent of ſeas, and 
ſpecify the diviſions of empires, kingdoms and 
- provinces ;. by it, alſo, the aſtronomer is enabled 
to make his obſervations, and to fix the duration 
of times and ſeaſons, years and cycles, In fine, 
geometry is the foundation of architeAure, and 
the root of the mathematics, 

. Muſic teaches the art of forming concords, ſo 
, as to compole delightful harmony, by a mathe. 
matical and proportional arrangement of acute, 
grave and mixed ſounds, This art, by a ſeries 
of experiments, is reduced to a demonſratzve 
ſcience, 


* _ 
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ſcience, with reſpect to tones, and the intervals 
of ſound only, It inquires into the nature of 
concords and difcords, and enables us to find 
out the proportion between them by numbers. 
Aſtronomy is that divine art, by which we 
are taught to read the wiſdom, ftrength, and 


beauty of the almighty Creator, in thoſe facred 


pages, the celeſtial} hemiſphere, Aſſiſted by 
aſtronomy, we can obſerye the motions, meafure 
the diſtances, comprehend the magnitudes, and 
calculate the periods and eclipſes, of the heaven- 
ly bodies. By it, we learn the uſe of the globes, 
the ſyſtem of the world, and the preliminary 
law of nature. While we are employed in the 
ſtudy of this ſcience, we muſt perceive unparal- 
lelled inſtances of wiſdom and goodneſs, and thro 
the whole creation, trace the glorious Author by 
his works, | 


. 
The doftrine of the ſpheres is included in tlie 
ſcience of aftranomy, and particularly conſidered 
in this ſettion, | 


The globes are two artificial ſpherical bodies, 
on tie couvex lurface of which are repreſented 


the 
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the countries, ſeas, and various parts of the earth, 
the face of the heavens, the planetary revolutions, 
and other important particulars. The ſphere, with 
- the parts of the eacth delineated on its ſurface, is 
called the terreſtrial glube ; and that with the 
conſtellations, and other heavenly bodies, the 
celeſtial globe. Their principal uſe, beſide ſerv. 
Mg as maps to diſtinguiſh the outward parts of 
the earth, and the ſituation of the fixed ſtars, ts 
to illuſtrate and explain the phenomena ariſing 
from the annual revolution, and the diurnal rota- 
tion, of the carth round its own axis. They are 
the nobleſt inſtruments for improving the mind, 
and giving it the moſt diftinft idea of any problem 
or propoſition, as well as enabling it to ſolve the 
ſane, Contemplating theſe bodies, we are in- 
ſpired with a due reverence for the Deity and his 
works, and are induced to apply with diligence 
and attention to aftronomy, geography, naviga- 
tion, and the arts dependent on them, by which 
ſociety has been fo much benefited, 


Thus end the two ſections of the ſecond lec- 


ture, which, with the ceremony uſed at opening 
and cloſing the lodge, comprehend the whole of 
the ſecond degree of Maſonry, This lecture con- 


tains 


— — — — — > = 4 
5 > > - — 
2 nw LY 18 
— — - 
_ " 


-— -” — 8 XY Iz 
— 3 — 
LR nnd ge ie 


2 - 
T 2 
— 


. TW; 
* 2 = ” - 
e 


84 ILLUSTRATIONS 
tains a regular ſyſtem of ſcience, demouſtrated 


on the cleareſt principles, and founded on the 
moſt table foundation. 


. 
REMAREsS on the TüIRD LECTURE. 


N treating with propriety on any ſubjetl, it is 
neceſſary to obſerve a regular courſe. In the 
two firſt degrees of maſonry, we have recapitula- 
ted the contents of the ſeveral ſections, and ſhould 
willingly have-purſued the ſame plan in the third 
degree, did not the variety of particulars of which 
it is compoſed, render it impoſſible to give an ab- 
ſtract without violating the laws of maſonry. It 
may be ſufficient to remark, that, in this lecture, 
every circumſtance that reſpects our government, 
and the mode of our proceedings either on private 
or public occaſions, is ſatisfactorily explained, 
Among the brethren of this degree, the land- marks 
of the Order are preſerved; and rom them may 
de expected that fund of inſormation, which ex- 
pert and ingenious craftſmen only can afford, whoſe 
judgment has been matured by years and experi- 
ence. To a complete knowledge of this lecture, 
few arrive; but it is an infallible truth, that he 
who 
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who acquires by merit the mark of pre-eminence 
which this degree affords, will receive a reward 
which amply compenſates all his paſt diligence 
and aſſiduity. 

From this claſs our rulers are ſelefted ; as it is 
only from thoſe who are capable of giving in- 
ſtrution, that we can properly expect to receive it» 


The Firſt Section. 


The ceremony of initiation into the third de- 
gree, is particularly ſpecified in this branch of the 
lecture, and here many other uſeful inſtruttions 
are given. | 

Such is the impottance of this ſection, that we 
may ſafely declare, that the perſon who is unac- 


quainted with it, is ill qualified to act as a ruler 


or governor of the work, 
Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree. 


O Lord, direct us to know and ſerve thee 
_ aright; proſper our laudable undertakings ; and 
grant that as we increaſe in knowledge, we may 
improve in virtue, and ſill farther promote thy 
bonour and glory! Armen, 


| Charge 
4 
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Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree. 


BroTHER, | 

Your zeal for the inſtitution of maſonry, the 
progreſs you have made in the myſtery, and your 
ſtedfaſt conformity to our regulations, have point- 
ed you out as a proper object of our favour and 
eſteem. 

You are now bound by duty, honour, and gra- 
titude, to be faithful to your truſt; to ſupport the 
dignity of your character on every occaſion ; and 
to enlorce, by precept and example, obedience to 
the tenets of the Order, Exemplary conduct is 
expected from you, to convince the world, that 
merit is the title to our privileges, and that on 
you our favours are not undeſervedly beſtowed. 

In the character of a Maſter-maſon, you are 
authoriſed to correct the errors and irregularities 
of your uninformed brethren, and to guard them 
againſt a breach of fidelity, and every allurement 
to vicious practices. To preſerve the reputation 
of the fraternity unſullied, muſt be your conſtant 
care; and for this purpoſe, it is your province, 
to recommend to your inferiors, obedience and 
ſubmiſſion ; to your equals, courteſy and aſſabil- 
ty ; to your ſuperiors, kindneſs and condeſcen- 

1 ſion, 
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ſion. Univerſal benevolence you are always to 
inculcate; and, by the regularity of your own 
behaviour, afford the beſt example for the con- 
duct of others leſs informed. The ancient land- 
marks of the Order, entruſted to your care, you 
are carefully to preſerve ; and while you caution 
the inexperienced againſt a breach of fidelity, 
never ſuffer them to be iniringed, or countenance 
a deviation from the eſtabliſhed uſages and cul. 
toms of the fraternity, 

Your virtue, honour, and reputation, are con- 
cerned in ſupporting, with dignity, the reſpect- 
able character you now bear, Let no motive, 
therefore, make you ſwerve from your duty, vio- 
late your vows, or betray your truſt ; but be true 
and faithful, and imitate the example of that cele- 
brated artiſt whom you have this evening repre- 
ſented. Thus you will render yvurſelf deſerving 
of the honour which we have conferred, and me- 
rit the confidence that we have repoſed. 

Sa mote it be. 


The beginning of this ſection ſerves as an in- 
troduction to the proceedings. of a Chapter of 
Maſter- maſons, and illuſtrates ſeveral points well 
known to experienced craftſmen, It inveſtigates 
the ceremony of opening a Chapter, and recapitu- 

lates 
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hates the moſt important circumſtances in the to 
preceding degrees. It recites the hiſtorical tra- 
ditions of the Order, and preſents to view a fin- 
iſhed picture, of the utmoſt conſequence to the 
fraternity. 


The Second Section. 


The ſecond ſedction illuſtrates certain hiero- 
glyphical emblems, and inculcates many uſeful 
leſſons, to extend knowledge, and promote virtue. 
This ſection is indiſpenſably neceſſary to be 
underſtood by every Maſter of a lodge. It treats 
of the government of the ſociety, and the diſpo- 
ſition of our rulers. It illuſtrates their qualifica- 
tions, and includes the ceremony of inſtallation in 
the grand lodge, as well as private lodges. It 
comprehends the ceremonies of conſtitution, con- 
fecration, laying the foundation ſtones of churches, 
chapels, palaces, hoſpitals, &c.—alſo at dedica- 
tions, and at funerals, by a variety of particulars 
explanatory of thoſe ceremonies, and concludes 
by recapitulating the remarkable circumſtances in 
all the three degrees, and corroborates the whole 
by infallible teſtimony. 

After theſe obſervations, little more can be 


wanted to encourage the zealous maſon to perſe- 
vere 
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vere in his reſearches. Whoever has traced the 
Art in a regular progreſs, from the commence. 
ment of the Firſt to the concluſion of the Third 
degree, according to the plan here laid down, will 
have amaſled an ample ſtore of uſeful learning; 
and muſt reflect with pleaſure on the good effects 
of his paſt diligence and attention; while, by ap- 
plying the whole to the general advantage of ſo- 
ciety, he will obſerve method in the proper diſ- 


tribution of what he has acquired, ſecure to him 


ſelf the veneration of maſons, and the approba- 
tion of all good men, 


SECT. 0 


REMARKS on the FourTu, or MASTER 
MARK MAsON's DEGREE. 


1 degree of Maſonry was not leſs uſeful 

| in 1ts original inſtitution, nor is its effects 
leſs beneficial to mankind, than thoſe which pre- 
eie it, 

By the influence of this degree, the operative 
maſon, at the ereftion of the ſtately temple of 
Solomon, was known and diſtinguiſhed by the 
Senior Grand Warden. 


By 
1 | ] 2 - 
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By its effects the diſorder and confuſion that 
might otherwiſe have attended ſo immenſe an un- 
dertaking was completely prevented ; and not only 
the craftſmen themſelves, who were eighty thou. 
ſand in number, but every part of their workman- 
ſhip, was diſcriminated with, the greateſt nicety, 
and the utmoſt facility. If defects were found, 


by the help of this degree overſeers were enabled 
without difficulty to aſcertain who was the faulty 
workman ; that the deficiences might be remedied, 
without injuring the credit, or diminiſhing the re- 
ward of the induſtrious and faithful of the craft. 


Charge to be read at opening the Lodge. 


* Wherefore, brethren, lay aſide all malice, 
and guile, and hypocriſies, and envies, and all 
evil ſpeakings.“ 

If ſo be ye have taſted that the Lord is gra- 
cious, to whom coming as unto à living ſtone, 
diſallowed indeed of men, but choſen of God and 
precious; ye alſo, as living ſtones, be ye built 
up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſthood, to offer 
up facrifices acceptable to God.” 

** Wherefore, alſo, it is contained in the ſcrip- 
tures, Behold I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a 
tried ſtone, a precious corner ſtone, a ſure found- 

ation; 


OF MASONRY. 94 


ation; he that believeth ſhall not make haſte to 
paſs it over. Unto you, therefore, which believe, 
it is an honour, and even to them which be diſe- 
bedient, the ſtone which the builder diſallowed, 
the ſame is made the head of the corner.“ 

„ Brethren, this is the will of God, that with 


well-doing ye put to ſilence the ignorance of the 
fooliſh men. As free, and not uſing your liberty 


for a cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of 
God. Honour all men, love the brotherhood, 
fear God. ” 


REMARKS on the FourTn LecTuRE, 
The Firſt Section. 


The firſt ſection explains the manner of conve- 
cating and opening a Maſter Mark Lodge. It 
teaches the duties of the reſpective officers, and 
recapitulates the my ſtie ceremony of introducing 
a candidate. 

In this ſection is exemplified the regularity and 
good order that was obſerved by the craitſmen on 
Mount Libanus, and in the plains and quarries of 
Zenedathah, and ends with a deautiful diſplay of 
the manner by which one of the principal events 
took place, 

| The 
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The Second Sefion. 


In the ſecond ſection the Maſter Mark Maſon 
is particularly inſtructed in the hiſtory of this de- 
gree, and the encreaſed obligation he is under to 
ſtretch forth his aſſiſting hand to the relief of an 
indigent and worthy brother. 

The diſtinguiſhing marks and charaQteriſtics 
are alſo explained and illuſtrated in this ſection. 

In the courſe of the lecture the following texts 
of ſcripture are recited, viz. 

Pſalm cxviii. 22.—The ſtone which the build- 
ers refuſed, is become the head ſtone of the cor- 
ner. oh | 

Matt. xxi. 42.—Did ye never read in the 
ſcriptures, the ſtone + which the builders rejected 
is become the head of the corner? 

Mark xii. 10.— And have ye not read this 
fcripture ? The ſtone which the builders rejected, 
is become the head of the corner. 

Luke xx. 19 — What is this, then, that is 
written, The ftone which the builders rejected is 
become the head of the corner ? 

Ads iv. 14 —This is the ſtone which was ſet 
at noughi of you, builders, which is become the 
head of the corner, | © ing 290) 
__ | Charge 
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Charge to be delivered when a Candidate is advanced 
to the Fourth Degree. 4 


BROTHER, 


I congratulate you on having been thought wor 
thy of being promoted to this honorable degree of 
maſonry, Permit me to impreſs it on your mind, 


that your philanthropy, benevolence and charity, 


ſhould be commenſurate with your duties, which 
become more and more extenſive as you advance 
in maſonry. eds 

The ſituation to which you are now promoted, 
will draw upon you not only the ſcrutinizing eyes 
of the world at large, but thoſe alſo of your breth« 
ren, on whom this degree of maſonry has not 
been conferred : all will be juſtified in expefting 


your condu and behaviour to be ſuch as may 
with ſafety be imitated. 


In the honorable character of Maſter Mark 
Maſon, it is more particularly your duty to guide 


with caution each word and aftion ; endeayour to 


let your conduct in the world, as well as in the 
lodge and among your brethren, be ſuch as may 
ſtand the teſt of the Grand Overſcer's ſquare, that 
you may not, like the unfiniſhed and imperfeR 

ST work 
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work of the negligent and unfaithful of former 
times, be rejected and thrown aſide, as unfit for 
the maſonic edifice, : 

While virtue is your ruling principle, my bro. 
ther, hope may always find a reſidence in your 
boſom ; for, ſhould misfortunes affail you, ſhould 
friends forſake you, ſhould envy traduce your 
Mod name, and malice perſecute you; ſhould you 
be deſpiſed by the proud, and treated with ſcory 
by the vainglorious, yet may you have confidence, 
that among Maſter Mark Maſons you will find a 
friend who will adminiſter relief to your diſtreſſes, 
and comfort your alflictions; ever bearing in 
mind, as a conſolation under all the frowns of 
fortune, and as encouragement to hope for better 
proſpects, that the ſtone which the builders re- 
jected, poſſeſſing merits to them unknown, 
+ hecame the chief one of the corner, 


Previous to the cloſe of every meeting, the fol- 
lowing is read : 

Matthew xx, 1—16. 

For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is an houſholder, which went out early in the 
morning to hire labourers into his vineyard, And 
when he had agreed with the labourers for 3 

penny 
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penny a day, he ſent them into his vineyard. And 


he went out about the third hour, and ſaw others | 


ſtanding idle in the market place, and ſaid unto 
them, Go ye alſo into the vineyard, and whatſo- 
ever is right I will give you. And they went 
their way. Again he went out about the ſixth and 
ninth hour, and did likewiſe. And about the 
eleventh hour, he went out, and found others 
ſtanding idle, and faith unto them, Why ſtand ye 
here all the day idle? They ſay unto him, be- 
cauſe no man hath hired us. He ſaith unto them, 
Go ye alſo into the vineyard, and whatſoever is 
right, that ſhall ye receive. So when even was 
come, the lord of the vineyard faith unto his ſtew- 


ard, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, 


beginning from the laſt unto the firſt. And when 
they came that were hired about the eleventh 
hour, they received. every man a penny, But 
when the firſt came, they ſuppoſed that they ſhould 
have received more, and they likewife received 
every man a penny. And when they had re- 
ceived it, they murmured againſt the good man of 
the houſe. Saying, Theſe laſt have wrought but 
one hour, and thou haſt made them equal unto us, 
which have borne the burthen and heat of the day. 
* he anſwered one of them, and faid, Friend, I 
Ky, do 
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do thee no wrong : didſt not thou agree with me 

for a penny ? Take that thine is, and go thy way; 

I will give unto this lat, even as unto thee, Is it 

not lawful for me to do what I will with mine 

own ? Is thine eye evil becauſe I am good ? So 

the laſt ſhall be firſt, and the firſt laft : for many 
may be called, but few thoſen,” 


The ceremony of cloſing a lodge in this degree, 
when properly conducted, is peculiarly pleaſing, 
It aſſiſts in ſtrengthening the ſocial affeftions ; it 
teaches us the duty we owe to our brethren in par- 
ticular, and the whole family of mankind in gen- 
eral ; by aſcribing praiſe to the meritorious, and 
diſpenſing rewards to the diligent and induſtrious, 


The following Song is ſung at cloſing. 


1. 

Mark Maſters, all appear 
Before the Chief O'erſcer, 
| In concert move; 
Let him your work inſpeR, 
For the Chief Architect, 
If there is no defect, 

He will approve; : 
Tho" 
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Thoſe who have paſs'd the Square, 


For your rewards prepare, 
Join heart and hand, 
Each with his mark in view, 
March with the juſt and true, 
Wages to you are due, 
At your command. 


IIT. 

Hiram, the widow's ſon, 
Lent unto Solomon, 

Our great Key ſtone ; 
On it appears the name, 
Which raiſes high the fame, 
Of all to whom the ſame 

Is truly known. 


| IV. 
Now to the Weſtward move, 
Where full of ſtrength and love, 
Hiram doth ſtand; 
But if impoſtors are 
Mix'd with the worthy there, 
Caution them to beware, 
Ot the right hand, 
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V. 
Now to the praiſe of thoſe, 
Who triumph o'er the foes, 
Of Maſon's art ; 
To the praiſe-worthy three, 
Who founded this degree, 


May all their virtues be, 
Deep in our hearts. 


$ £ ©T. Vu. 

Of the ancient Ceremonies of the Order. 
WE now proceed to illuſtrate the ancient cer- 
emonies of the Order, particularly thoſe 
obſerved at the conſtitution and conſecration of 
a Lodge, with the Inſtallation of officers ; and 
for more general information, ſhall occaſionally 
introduce the uſual charges delivered on thoſe 
occaſions. We ſhall likewiſe annex an explana- 
tion of the ceremonies uſed at laying the. founda- 
tion ſtones of public ſtructures, at the dedication 
of public halls, and at funerals, and cloſe this 

part of the treatiſe with the funeral ſervice. 


Me manner of conſtituting a Lodge, including the 
| Ceremony of Conſecration, Gc. 

Any number of Maſter-maſons, not under ſev- 
Een, reſolved to form a New Lodge, muſt apply, 
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by petition, to the Grand Lodge ; ſetting forth, 
* That they are regular maſons, and are at preſ- 
* ent, .or have been, members of regular lodg- 
es: } That, having the proſperity of the frater.. 
' nity at heart, they are willing to exert their beſt 
endeavours 

Wed SEG 

NOTES, 

* This mode of applying by petition to the Grand 
Maſter, and in conſaguence of which a warrant to 
meet as @ regular lodge is granted, commenced only 
in the year 1718 ; previous to which time lodges 
were occaſionally convened, und empowered, by in- 
herent privileges veſted in the fraternity at large, to 
meet and act under the direction of ſome able archi- 
te; and their proceedings being approved by the 
majority of the brethren convened in that diſtrict 
where the lodge was held, were deemed conſtitution- 


al. By ſuch an authority the Lodge of Antiquity in 


London now holds, and the authority of that lodge 
has been repeatedly confirmed and acknowledged, 

+ By regular maſons 1s to be underſtood perſons 
initiated into Maſonry in a conflitutional manner, 
agreeably to the charges and regulations of the 
Order. 

+ Lodges regularly conſtituted, or legally war- 
ranged by. the Grand Lodge to ad. 
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endeavours to promote and diffuſe the genuine 


principles of maſonry ; That, for the conven. - 
* 1ency of their reſpective dwellings, and on oth. 

* er good reaſons, they have agreed to form a new 

* Lodge, to be named TR ve WE oP 
* confequence of this reſolution, they pray for a 

* warrant of conſtitution, to empower them to af. 

* lemble, as a regular lodge, 

J at to diſcharge 

f the duties of Maſonry in a regular and conftitu- 
tional manner, according to the original forms 

* of the Order, and the laws of the Grand Lodge: 

* That they have nominated and do recommend 
A. B. to be the firſt Maſter, and C. D. to be 

© the firſt Senior Warden, and E. F. to be the 
« firſt Junior Warden, of the ſaid Lodge : That, 
the prayer of the petition being granted, they 
* promiſe ſtrift conformity to all the conſtitutional 
avs and regulations of the Grand Lodge” 

This petition being fioned by at leaſt ſeven reg- 
ular meſons, and recommended by a Lodge adja- 
cent to the place where the New Lodge is to be 
held, is delivered to the Grand Secretary; who 
lays it before the Grand Lodge. 
If the petition meets the approbation of the 


Grand Lodge, a warrant is iſſued and the Grand 
: . | | Mafter 
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Maſter appoints a day and hour for conſtituting 
and conſecrating the New Lodge; and for inſtall- 
ing its Maſter, Wardens, and other officers. 

If the Grand Maſter, in perſon, attends the 
ceremony, the Lodge is ſaid to be conſtituted in 
ample form if the Deputy Grand Maſter only, it 
is ſaid to be conſtituted in due form ; but if the 
power of performing the ceremony 1s veſted in a 
ſubordinate Lodge, it is ſaid only to be conſtituted 
in form. 

When warrants of conſtitution are granted for 
places where the diſtance is ſo great as to render 
it impoſſible for the Grand Officers to attend; the 
Grand Maſter, or his deputy, iflues a written in- 
ſtrument under his hand and private ſeal, to {ome 
worthy preſent or paſt Maſter, with full power 
to conjugate, conſtitute and inſtall the petitioners. 

Ceremony of Conſlitution. 

On the day and hour appointed, the Grand 
Maſter and his Officers [or the Maſter and Officers 
of any private Lodge authoriſed by the Grand 
Maſter for that purpoſe] meet in a convenient 
room; and being properly clothed, walk in pro- 
ceſſion to the Lodge room. Silence being pro- 
claimed, the Lodge is opened by the Grand Maſter 

K 2 [or 
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Lor Maſter in the Chair] in all the degrees of 
Maſonry. A prayer is repeated in due form, 
and the following ode in honour of Maſonry ſung : 


[Tune—Rule Britannia.) 


| HEN earth's foundation firſt was laid, 
By the almighty Artiſt's hand, 
Twas then our perfect, our perfect laws were 
Eſtabliſh'd by his ſtritt command. made, 


C HO R US. 


Hail, myſterious; hail, glorious Maſonry | 
That makes us ever great and free. 


In vain mankind for ſhelter ſought, 
In vain from place to place did roam, 

Until from heaven, from heaven he was taught 
To plan, to build, to fix his home, 


Illuſtrious hence we date our Art, 
And now in beauteous piles appear 

Which ſhall to endleſs, to endleſs time impart, 
How worthy and how great we are. 


Nor we leſs fam'd for every tie, 
By which the human thought 1s bound ; 

Love, truth, and friendſhip, and friendſhip ſocially, 
Join all our hearts and hands around. 
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Our actions till by virtue bleſt, 
And to our precepts ever true, 

The world admiring, admiring ſhall requeſt 
To learn, and our bright paths purſue. 


The Grand Maſter, Cor Maſter in the Chair] is 
then informed by the Grand Secretary, ſor his 
locum tenen. ] That feveral brethren, duly in- 
© ſtructed in the myſteries of Maſonry, [naming 
© them] deſire to be formed into a new Lodge, 
© and that a warrant has been granted to them by 
© the Grand Lodge for that purpoſe, in conſe- 
« quence of which they now attend as regular Ma- 
«© ſons, that they may be inſtalled in due form, 
« agreeable to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom.” The pe- 
tition is then read, and the warrant, or charter of 


conſtitution, granted in conſequence of it. The 
Grand Maſter [or Maſter in the Chair] then takes 


the warrant in his hand, and requeſts the brethren 
of the new Lodge publicly to ſignity their appro- 
bation or diſapprobation of the officers nominated 
in the warrant to preſide over them. This being 
ſignified accordingly, the following anthem is 


ſung ; 
« ET 


: F ˙ m- Pg Ein. > _ 
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6 ET there be light!“ the Almighty ſpoke, 
Refulgent ſtreams from chaos broke, 
To illume the riſing earth 
Well pleas'd the great Jehovah ſtood, 
The Power Supreme pronounc'd it good, 
And gave the planets birth! 
In choral numbers Maſons join, 
To bleſs and praiſe this light divine. 


Parent of light! accept our praiſe ! 
Who ſhed'ſt on us thy brighteſt rays, 
The light that fills our mind ; 
By choice ſeleCted, lo! we ſtand, 
By friendſhip join'd, a ſocial band ! 
That love, that aid mankind | 
In choral numbers, &c. 


The widow's tear, the orphan's cry, 
All wants our ready hands ſupply, 
As far as power 1s given | 
'The naked clothe, the pris'ner free, 
Theſe are thy works, ſweet charity ! 
Reveal'd to us from heaven! 
In choral numbers, &c. 


After which an oration on the nature and de- 
ſign of Maſonry is delivered, 


Ceremony 
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Ceremony of Conſecration. 


The Grand Maſter, attended by his officers, and 
ſome dignified clergyman, form themſelves in or- 
der rqund the lodge, which is placed in the centre, 
covered with white ſatin, All devoutly kneeling, 
the preparatory prayer is rehearſed. The chap- 
lain, or orator, produces his authority, * and being 
properly aſhſted, proceeds to conſecrate. F Solemn 


muſic dignifies the ceremony, while the neceſſary 
preparations are made. The lodge is uncovered, 


and the firſt clauſe of the conſecration prayer re- 
hearſed, all devoutly kneeling. The reſponſe 18 
made, GLORY TO GOD ON HIGH. Incenſe is 
ſcattered over the lodge, and the grand honours of 
maſonry are given. The grand invocation is then 
pronounced, with the honours ; after which the 
conſecration prayer is concluded, and the reſponſe 
repeated as before, together with the honours. . 
The lodge is covered, and all riſing up, ſolemn 
muſic is reſumed, after which the bleſſing is given, 


and 
Wed STR 


NOTES. 
* The conflitution roll. 
+ Corn, wine, and oil, are the elements of conſee 
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and the reſponſe made as before, accompanied 
with the uſual honours. An anthem is ſung, and, 
the brethren of the neu lodge coming forward, do 
homage to the Grand Maſter, and the conſecration 
ends. 


The above ceremony being finiſhed, the Grand 
Maſter advances to the Pedeſtal, and conſtitutes 
the new lodge in the following manner: 


© In this my exalted character, to which the ſuf- 
* frages of my brethren have raiſed me, I invoke 
the name of the MOST HIGH, to/whom be glory 
* and honour, that he may be with you at your be- 
* ginning ; and, by the divine aid, I now conſti- 
* tute and form you, my good brethren, into a 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Maſons. From 
5 henceforth I empower you to act, as a regular 
lodge, conſtituted in conformity to the rites of 
* our order, and the charges of our ancient and 
* honorable fraternity; and may God be with 
* you !' Amen. | Flouriſh with drums and trum- 


pets. ] 


The grand honours then are given, and the ce- 
remony of inſtallation ſucceeds. 


Ceremony 
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Ceremony of Inſtallation. 
The Grand. Mafter* aſks his Deputy, © Whe- 
* ther he has examined the maſter nominated in the 
* warrant, and finds him well ſkilled in the noble 
* ſcience and the royal Art ?* The deputy anſwer- 
ing in the affirmative, T by the Grand Maſter's 
order, takes the candidate from among his fellows, 
and preſents him at the pedeftal ; ſaying, * Moſt 
* worſhipful Grand Maſter [or right worſhipful, 
as it happens, ] I preſent my worthy brother, A. B. 
to be inſtalled Maſter of this new lodge. I find 
him to be of good morals, and of great ſkill, true 
and truſty; and as he is a lover of the whole fra- 
d ternity, whereſoever diſperſed over the face of 
* the earth, I doubt not that he will diſcharge his 
* duty with fidelity.” | 
The Grand Maſter then orders a ſummary of 
the ancient charges to be read by the Grand Secre- 
tary, [or acting ſecretary] to the maſter elect. 


IND 
* | NOTES, 
In this, and other ſimilar inſlafices, where the 


[As 


Grand Maſter is ſpecified in acting, may be under- 


food any maſter who performs the ceremony. 
A private examination is underſtood to precede 
e inſtallation of every officer, 
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[As the curious reader may wiſh to know the 
ancient charges that were uſed on this occaſion, 
we ſhall here inſert them verbatim, as the rey are 
contained in a MS. in poſſeſſion of the Lodge of 
Antiquity in London, written in the reign of 
James the Second. 
* U , And furthermore, at diverſe af. 
* ſemblies, have been put and ordained diverſe 
* crafties by the beſt adviſe of magiſtrates and fel- 
* lows. Zunc unus ex ſenioribus tent. librum, et illi 
* ponent manum ſuam ſuper librum. 
Every man that is a maſon take good heed to 
* theſe charges (wee pray), that if any man find 
* himſelfe. guilty of any of theſe charges, that he 
may amend himſelfe, or principally for dread of 
* God you that be charged to take good heed that 
* you keepe all theſe charges well, for it is a great 
* evill for a man to forſwear himſelfe upon a book. 
* The firſt charge 1s, That yee ſhall be true men 
to God and the holy church, and to uſe no error 
* or hereſie by your underſtanding, and by wiſe 
* men's teaching. 
Alſo, ſecondly, yee ſhall be true one to another, 
* (that is to fay) every maſon of the craft that is 
* maſon allowed, ye ſhall doe to him as yee would 
be done unto yourſelfe, 


8 Third, 
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* Thirdly, And yee ſhall keepe truly all the 
* counſell that ought to be kept in the way of 
+ Maſonhood, and all the counſell of the lodge or 
* of the chamber, Allſo, that yee ſhall be no 
* theife nor thieves to your knowledge free: that 
* yee ſhall be true to the king, lord, or maſter that 
* yee ſerve, and truly to fee and work for his ad- 
vantage. 

* Fourthly, Yee ſhall call all maſons your fel- 
| * lows, or your brethren, and no other names. 

* Fifthly, Yee ſhall not take your fellow's wife 
in villany, ncr deflower his daughter or ſervant, 
© nor put him to no diſworſhip. 

* Sixthly, Yee ſhall truely pay for your meat or 
* drinke whereſoever yee goe, to table or bord. 

Allſo, yee ſhall doe no villany there, whereby 
the craft or ſcience may be ſlandered. 
Theſe be the charges general to every true 
« maſon, both maſters and fellowes.“ 

* Now will I rehearſe other charges ſingle for 
* maſons allowed or accepted.” 

* Firſt, That no maſon take on him no jord's 
* worke, nor any other man's, unleſſe he know 
himſelf well able to perform the worke, ſo that 
the craſt have no ſlander. 


1. 
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* Secondly, Allſo, that no maſter take worke 

but that he take reaſonable pay for itt; ſo that 
* the lord may be truly ſerved, and the maſter to 
live honeſtly, and to pay his fellows truly. And 
* that no maſter or fellow ſupplant others of their 
* worke; (that is to ſay) that if he hath taken a 
* worke, or elſe ſtand maſter of any worke, that 
* he ſhall not put him out, unleſs he be unable of 
* cunning to make an end of his worke, And no 
* maſter ner fellowe ſhall take no apprintice for 
* leſs than ſeaven yeares. And that the apprintice 
* be free-born, and of limbs whole as a man ought 
* to be, and no baſtard. And that no maſter or 
fellow take no allowance to be made maſon with- 
* out the aſſent of his fellows, at the leaſt fix or 
* ſeaven. 
3 Thirdly, that he that be made be able in all 
degrees; that is, free-born, of a good kindred, 
true, and no bondſman, and that he have his right 
limbs as a man ought to have. . 

* Fourthly, That a maſter take no apprintice 
* without he have occupation to occupy two or 
* three fellows at the leaſt. 

* Fifthly, That no maſter or fellow put away any 
' Jord's worke to talke that ought to be journey 


* worke; f 
Sixthly, 
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* Sixthly, That every maſter give pay to his 


« fellows and ſervants as they may deſerve, ſoe 
that he be not defamed with falſe workeing. 
And that none flander another behind his backe, 
* to make him looſe his good name. 


* Seaventhly, That no fellow in the houſe or 


* abroad anſwear another ungodly or reproveably 
$ without a cauſe, 

* Eighthly, That every maſter maſon doe rever- 
* ence his elder; and that a maſon be no common 
* plaier at the cards, dice, or hazzard, nor at any 
other unlawſull plates, through the which the ſci- 
* ence and craft may be diſhonoured or flandered. 

* Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by 
* night, except he have a fellow with him, who 
* may beare kim record that he was in an honeſt 
place. 

* Tenthly, That every maſter and fellow ſhall 
come to the aſſemblie, if itt be within fifty miles 
' of him, if he have any warning. And it he have 
' treſpaſſed againſt the craft, to abide the award of 
* maſters and fellows. 

* Eleventhly, That every maſter maſon and fel- 
low that hath treſpaſſed againft the craft ſhall 
* ſtand to the correction of other maſters and fel- 


* lows 


— 
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* layys to make him accord; and if*they cannot 
accord, to go to the common law.“ 

© Twelfthly, That a maſter or fellow make not 

*a mould-ſtone, ſquare, nor rule, to no lowen, 
* nor let no lowen worke within their lodge, nor 
* without, to mould ſtone. 
* Tihurteenthly, That every maſon receive and 
* cheriſh ſtrange fellowes when they come over 
the countrie, and ſet them on worke if they will 
* WOTke, as the männer is; (that is to ſay) if the 
* maſon have any mould flone in his place, he 
* ſhall give him a mould ſtone, and ſett him on 
„work; and if he have none, the maſon ſhall re- 
* freſh him with money unto the next lodge. 

© Fourteenthly, That every, maſon ſhall truely 
© ſerve his maſter for his pav. 

* Filteentiily, That every mafter ſhall truely 
make an end of his worke, taike or journey, whe- 
* therſoe it be. | 

* Theſe be all the charges and covenants that 
, ought to be read at the inſtallment of maſter, or 
making of a ſree-maſon or free-maſons. The al- 
e mighty God of Jacob, who ever have you and 
* me in his keeping, bleſs us now and ever, 


e Amen, 


% 


J. You 
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1. You agree to be a good man and true, and 


J ſtrictly to obey the moral law. 

II. You agree to be a peaceable ſubject, and 
* cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country 
in which you reſide. a 

III. Vou promiſe not to be concerned in plots 
and conſpiracies againſt government, but pa- 
* tiently to ſubmit to the deciſions of the ſupreme 
* legiſlature, 

IV. You agree to pay a proper reſpect to the 
civil magiſtrate, to work diligently, live credit- 
* ably, and act honourably by all men. 

V. You agree to hold in veneration the origi- 
nal rulers and patrons of the Order of Maſonry, 
© and their regular ſucceſſors, ſupreme and ſubor- 
dinate, according to their ſtations ; and to fubmit 
* to the awards and reſolutions of your brethren m 
general chapter convened, in every caſe, conſiſt- 
* ent with the conſtitutions of the order. 

* VI. You agree to avoid private piques and 
* quarrels, and to guard againſt interaperance and 
* excels, 


* VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and , 


behaviour, courteous to your bꝛethren, and faith- 
* ful to your lodge, 

« VIII, You 
L 2 


— —— — 


2 RG. - eo 


— — — 


2 ————— rm 2 
2 — — 


—— — —— 
2 — ů ů ·ů· ir ee — —— — -- 
% 


1t4 LVs TRAIN 10 Ns 


VIII. You promiſe to reſpe& genuine breth. 
* ren, and to, difcountenance 1mpoſtors, and all 
* diflenters from the original plan of Maſonry. 

IX. You agree to promote the general good 
* of ſociety, to cultivate the ſocial virtues, and to 
8 propagate the knowledge of the art. 

On the Maſter Elect ſignifying his aſſent to 
theſe charges, the Secretary proceeds to read the 
following regulations : 

*I. You promiſe to pay homage to the Grand 
+ Maſter for the time being, and to his officers, 
* when duly inſtalled ; and ſtrictly to conform to 

every edict of the Grand Lodge, or General Aſ- 
* ſembly of Maſons, that is not ſubverſive of the 
principles and ground work of Maſonry. 
II. You admit that it is not in the power of 
any man, or body of men, to make innovation 
in the body of Maſonry. 

III. You promiſe a regular attendance on the 
* committees and communications of the Grand 
Lodge, on receiving proper notice; and to pay 

attention to all the duties of Maſonry, on con- 
venient occaſions. 

IV. You admit that no new lodge ſhall be 
formed without permiſſion of the Grand Lodge; 


* and that no countenance be given to any irregular 
„lodge, 
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© lodge, or to any perſon clandeſtinely initiated 
therein, being contrary to the ancient charges of 
* the order. 

V. You admit that no perſon can be regularly 
made a maſon in, or admitted member of, any 
regular lodge, without previous notice, and due 


* enquiry into his charatter, 

VI. You agree that no viſitors ſhall be re- 
* ceived into your lodge without due examination, 
* and producing proper vouchers of their having 
* been initiated in a regular lodge.” 

* Theſe are the regulations of the Grand Lodge 
© of Free and Accepted Maſons.” 

The Grand Maſter then addreſſes the Maſter 
Eleft in the following manner: Do you ſubmit 
* to thoſe charges, and promiſe to ſupport thoſe 
* regulations, as Maſters have done 1n all ages be- 
fore you?“ The new Maſter having ſignified his 
cordial ſubmiſſion as before, is regularly inſtalled, 
bound to his truſt, and inveſted with the badge of 
office by the Grand Maſter, who thus ſalutes him: 
Brother A. B, in conſequence of your cheerful 
conformity to the charges and regulations of the 
* order, I appoint you maſter of this new lodge, 
not doubting of your care, {kill, and capacity. 
The warrant of conſtitution is then deliyered over 

10 
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to the new Maſter ; after which the holy writings, 
the rule and line, the ſquare and compaſſes, the 
conſtitutions, the minute book, the mallet, the 
trowel, the chiſſel, the moveable Jewels, and all 
the inſignia of his different officers, are ſeparately 
preſented to him, and charges ſuitable to each, 
delivered.* - | 

er The various implements of the profeſſion are 
emblematical of our conduct in life, and upon 
this occaſion carefully enumerated. 

« The Rule directs, that we ſhould punttually 
obſerve our duty: preſs forward in the path of 
virtue, and, neither inclining to the right, nor to 


the left, in all our actions have eternity in view. 


The Line teaches, the criterion of moral rec- 
titude, to avoid diſhmulation in converſation and 
action, 
. 
NOTE. 
* The fame ceremony and charges attend every 


ſucceeding inſtallation, 


For the accommodation of thoſe brethren, whoſe 
diſtance from the metropolis may deprive them of 


gaining the neceſſary inſtruction in this important 


rite, we ſhall here inſert a few moral obſervations on 


the inſtruments of maſonry, thus preſented to the 


maſter of a lodge at inſtallation, 
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ation, and to direct our ſteps to the path which 
leads to mortality. 

„The Trowel teaches, that nothing can be 
united without proper cement, and. that the per- 
feftion of a building muſt depend on the proper 
diſpoſition of that ceinent; ſo Charity, the bond 


of perfection and ſocial union, muſt link ſeparate 


minds and ſeparate intereſts, that, like the radu of 
a circle which extend from the centre to every 
part of the circumference, the principle of uni- 
verſal benevolence may be diffuſed to every mem- 
ber of the community. 

The Plumb admoniſhes, to walk upright in 
our ſtation, to hold the ſcale of juſtice in equal 
poiſe, to obſerve the juſt medium between intem- 
perance and plecſure, and to make our paſſions 
and prejudices coincide with the line of our duty. 

The Szuare teaches, to regulate our actions by 
rule and line, and to harmoniſe our conduct by 
the principles of morality and virtue. 

The Compaſs teach, to limit our duty in every 
ſation, that, riſing to eminence by merit, we may 
live reſpected, and die regretted. 


The Level demonſtrates, that we are deſcend- 


ed from the ſame flock, partake of the ſame na- 
ture, and ſhare the fame hope; and though diſtines 
tions 
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tions among men are neceſſary to preſerve fubor- 
dination, yet that no eminence of ſtation ſhould 
make us forget that we are brethren, and that he 
who is placed on the loweſt ſpoke of fortune's 
wheel, may be entitled to our regard ; becaule a 
time will come, and the wiſeſt knows not how 
ſoon, when all diſtinctions, but that of goodnels, 
ſhall ceaſe ; and death, the grand leveller of hu- 
man greatneſs, reduce us to the ſame ſtate, 

The Cel demonſtrates, the advantages of 
diſcipline and education. The mind, like the 
diamond, in its original ſtate, is unpoliſhed ; but 
as the effects of the chiſſel on the external coat, 
ſoon preſents to view the latent beauties of the 
diamond ; ſo education diſcovers the latent virtues 
of the mind, and draws them forth to range the 
large held of matter and ſpace, to difplay the ſum- 
mit of human knowledge, our duty to God, and to 
man. | 
The Mallet teaches, to lop off excreſcences, 
and {mooth ſurfaces ; or, in other words, to corre&t 
irregularities, and to reduce man to a proper level; 
ſo that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the ſchool 
of diſcipline, learn to be content, What the mal. 
let is to the workman, enlightened reaſon. 1s to the 
paſſians ; it curbs ambition, it depreſſes envy, it 

moderates 
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moderates anger, and it encourages good diſpoſi- 
tions ; whence ariſe that comely order, 

Which nothing earthly groes, or can deſtroy, 

The ſoul's calm ſunſſune, and the heart: felt joy.) 

The new Maſter is then conducted by the 
[Grand] Stewards, amidſt the acclamations of the 
brethren, to the Grand Maſter's left hand, where 
he returns his becoming acknowledgments ; firſt, 
to the Grand Maſter ; and next, to all the officers 
in order : after which he is ſaluted by the brethren 
in a grand chorus ſuitable to the occaſion. The 
members of the new lodge then advance in pro- 
ceſſion, pay due homage to the new maſter, and 
ſignify their promiſe of ſubjection and obedience 
by the uſual congratulations in the different de- 
grees of maſonry. 

This ceremony being concluded, the Grand 
Maſter orders the new Maſter to enter wmmme- 
 diately upon the exerciſe of his office; in naming 
his wardens. They are condutted to the pedeſtal, 
preſented to the Grand Maſter, and inſtalled ; after 
which they are inveſted with the badges of their 
oftices in the following manner: * 


AA.. 


NOTE. ö 
* When the Crand Maſter and his officers attend 
to conflitute a new lodge, the D. C. M. uſually ms 


© Brother 
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Brother C. D, you are appointed Senior War- 
* den of this lodge; and 1 inveſt you with the 


_ © enſign of your office. + © Your regular attendance 


on our ſtated meetings is eſſentially neceſſary ; 
* in the abſence of the maſter you are to govern 
this lodge; in his preſence you are to aſſiſt him 
* in the government of it. I firmly rely on your 
* knowledge of maſonry, and attachment to the 
lodge, for the faithful diſcharge of the duties of 
* this important truſt.” | 

Brother E. F, you are appointed Junior War— 
den of this lodge; and I inveſt you with this 
badge of your office. F To you is entruſted the 
* examination of viſitors, and the introduttion of 
candidates. Your regular and punctual attendance 
is particularly requeſted ; and I have no doubt 
* that you will faithfully execute the duty which 
* you owe to your preſent appointment,” 


The 


NOTES. 
veſts the new Maſter, tie Grand Wardens inveſt the 
new Wardens, the Grand Treaſurer and Grand Secre- 
tary inveſt the Treaſurer and Secretary, and the 
Grand Stewards the Stewards. 


Here ſpecify its moral excellence. 
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The Grand Maſter then addreſſes the new 
Wardens together: 

* Brother Wardens, you are too good members 
of our community, and too expert in the priaci- 
* ples of maſonry, to require much information in 
the duties of your reſpective offices: ſuffice it 
to mention, that I expect what you have ſeen 
* praiſe-worthy in others, you will carefully im- 
itate; and what in them may have appeared de- 
fective, you will in yourſelves amend. Good 
* order and regularity you muſt endeavour 
to promote; for by a due regard to the laws in 
your own conduct, you can only expett obe- 
* dience to them from the other members.” 

The Wardens retire to their ſeats, and the Trea- 
ſurer is next inveſted, The Secretary is then 
called to the pedeſtal, and inveſted with the jewel 
of his office; upon which the Grand Maſter thus 
addreſſes him: 

* You are appointed, brother G. H, Secretary of 
this lodge, It is your proviuce to record the 
minutes, ſettle the accpunts, and iſſue out the 
* ſummons for regular meetings. Your good in- 
* chnations to maſonry and this lodge, I hope, 
* will induce you to diſcharge your office with fi- 
* delity, and by fo doing, you will merit the 
eſteem and applauſe of your brethren,” 


M The 
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The Deacons are then named, and inveſted, up- 
on which they are thus addreſſed: 

* Brothers 1. K, and L. M, you are appointed 
* Deacons of this lodge. It is your province to at- 
tend on the Maſter and Wardens, and to act as 
their proxies in the active duties of the lodge; 
* ſuch as in the reception of candidates into the 
different degrees of maſonry; and in the immedi- 
ate practice of our ritess Thoſe columns, as 
badges of your office, I entruſt to your care, 
* not doubting your vigilance and attention,” 

The Stewards ate next called up, and inveſted ; 
upon which the following charge is delivered to 
them by the Grand Maſter : 

Brothers N. O, and P. Q; you are appointed 
* Stewards of this lodge. The duties of your of- 
* fice are, to introduce viſitors, and ſee that they are 
properly accommodated ; to collect ſubſcriptions 
and other fees, and keep an exact account of the 
n lodge expences. Your regular and early atten- 
dance will afford the beſt proof of your zeal and 
* attachment:;' | 

The Tyler is then appvinted and receives the 
inſtrument of his office; with a ſhort charge on the 
decaſion; alter which the new Maſter thus ad- 
dreſſes the members of his lodge at large who are 


not in office, as follows: n 
© BRETHRENj 
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© BRETHREN, 

Such is the nature of our conſtitution, that as 
* ſome muſt of neceſſity rule and teach, W others 
* muſt of courſe learn to ſubmit and obey. Hu- 
* mility in both, is an eſſential duty. The brethren 
* who are appointed to aſſiſt me in the government 
* of this lodge, are too well acquainted with the 
principles of maſonry, and the rules of-good 
manners, to extend the power with which they 
are entrufted ; and you are too ſenſible of the 


-. 


% 
- 


* propriety of their appointment, and of too gener- 


ous diſpoſitions, to envy their preferment. From 
the knowledge I have of both officers and mem” 
bers, I truſt we ſhall have but one aim, to pleaſe 
each other, and unite in the grand deſign of be- 


ing happy, and of communicating happineſs.” 
The Grand Maſter then gives the bretliren joy 
of their officers, recommends harmony, and ex- 
preſſes a wiſh that the only contention in the lodge 
may be, a generous emulation to vie in cultivating 
the royal Art, and tie moral virtues. The New 
Lodge join in the general ſalute, after which the 
new inſtalled Maſter returns thanks for the honour 
of the conſtitution. 

The Grand Secretary proclaims the New Lodge 
three times, with the honours of Maſonry. Flour. 
3h with horns each time. 


A Grand 
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A Grand Proceſſion is then formed, and the fol. 
lowing ſong; accompanied by Muſic, concludes 
the ceremony of conſtitution, 


[ Tune God ſave the King. ] 
HAIL MAsOoN R divine; 
Glory of ages ſhine, 

Long may ſt thou reign : 
Where'er thy Lodges ſtand, 
May they have great command, 


And always grace the land, 
Thou Art divine! 


Great fabrics ſtill ariſe, 

And grace the azure ſkies, 
Great are thy ſchemes ; 

Thy nobie Orders are | 

Matchleſs beyond compare 

No Art with thee can ſhare, 
Thou Art divine. 


Hiram, the architect, 

Did all the Craft direct 
How'they ſhould build; . 

Sol'mon, great Iſr'els King, "FEM 

Did mighty bleſſings bring, ) 

And left us room to ling, 


Hail Loyal Art! 


3 Ames. 


The 


- 
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The lodge is then cloſed with the uſual folem- 
nities in the different degrees, by the Grand Maſter 


and his Officers. 
This is the uſual ceremony obſerved by regular 


maſons at the conſtitution of a New Lodge, which 
the Grand Maſter may abridge or extend at plea- 
ſure ; but the material points are on no account to 
be omitted. The ſame ceremony and charges at- 
tend every ſucceeding inſtallation, 


— 


The Ceremony obſerved at laying the Foundation 
Stones of Public Structures. 


This ceremony is conducted by the Grand Maſ- 
ter and his Officers, aſſiſted by the members of the 
Grand Lodge. When it is done by a Grand pri- 
vate member, or inferior officer of any private 
lodge, is admitted to join in the ceremony. Pro- 
vincial Grand Maſters are authoriſed to execute 
this truſt in their ſeveral provinces, accompanied 
by their Officers, and the Maſters and Wardens of 
the regular lodges under their juriſdiction. The 
chief magiſtrate, and other civil officers of the 
place where the huilding is to be erefted, gener- 
ally attend on the occalion, The ceremony 1s 
thus conducted. 

M 2 At 
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At the time appointed, the Grand Lodge is con- 
vened at ſome convenient place approved by the 
Grand Maſter. A band of martial muſic is provid- 
ed, and the brethren appear in the inſignia of the 
Order, elegantly dreſſed, with white gloves and a- 
prons. The lodge is opened by the Grand Maſter, 
and the rules for regulating the proceſſion to and 
from the place where the ceremony is to be per- 
formed, are read by the Grand Secretary. The 
neceſſary cautions are then given from the chair, 
and the lodge is adjourned ; after which the proceſ- 
ſion ſets out in the following order: 
Two Tylers, with drawn ſwords; 
Muſic; 

Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two; 

A Tyler, in his uniform; 

Paſt Grand Stewards; 

Grand Tyler; 

Preſent Grand Stewards, with white rods; 
Secretary of the Steward's Lodge; 
Wardens of the Steward's Lodge; 

MasrER of the Steward's Lodge; 
| Ef £1 Choiriſters; 
aft " Architect; 
Swordbearer, with the ſword of ſtate; 
Grand Secretary, with his bag ; 


Grand Treaſurer with his Raft ; 
: The 
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The Bible, Square and Compaſſes, on a cruaſan 
velvet cuſhion, carried by the Maſter of a 
Lodge, ſupported by two Stewards 
with white rods ; 

Grand Chaplain ; 

Paſt Grand Wardens ; 

Paſt Deputy Grand Maſters ; 


Paſt Grand Maſters ; 
Chief Magiſtrate of the place; 
Grand Wardens ; 


Deputy Grand Maſter ; 
The conſtitutions carried by the Maſter of the 
oldeſt Lodge ;F 
GRAND MASTER. 
Two Stewards cloſe the proceſſion. 


A triumphal 
SS FAYE 


"NOTES. 


* When the bible is mentioned, it applies to any 
Book which is conſidered to be the holy writings. 


＋ In allufion to che Conſtitutions of the Order be- 
ing originally veſted in that officer ; who is always 
conſidered as the general Governor and Director of 


the Fraternity, in caſe of the reſt, gation or death of 
the Grand _" 
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A triumphal arch is uſually erected at the place 
where the ceremony is to be performed, with pro- 
per fcaffolding for the reception of private breth- 
ren. The proceſſion paſſes through the arch, and 
the brethren repairing to their ſtands, the Grand 
Maſter and his officers take their places on a tem- 
porary platform, covered with carpet. An ode on 
maſonry is ſung. The Grand Maſter commands 
ſilence, and the neceſſary preparations are made 
for laying the Stone, on which is engraved” the 
year of Maſonry, the name, titles, &c, of the 
Grand Maſter. The ſtone is raiſed up, by means 
of an engine erefted for that purpoſe, and the 
Grand Chaplain or Orator repeats a ſhort prayer, 
The Grand Treaſurer then, by the Grand Maſter's 
command, places under the ſtone various ſorts of 
coin and medals of the preſent age. Solemn mu- 
fic is introduced, an anthem ſung, and the ſtone 
let down into its place, and properly fixed; upon 
which the Grand Maſter deſcends. to the ſtone, 


and gives three knocks with his mallet, amidſt 


the acclamations of the ſpectators. The Grand 
Maſter then delivers over to the architect the va- 
rious implements of architecture, intruſting him 
with the ſuperintendence and direction of the 
work; after which he re- aſcends the platform, and 


an oration ſuitable to the occaſion is delivered. 
A voluntary 
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A voluntary ſubſcription is made for the work- 
men, and the ſum collected is placed upon the 
ſtone by the Grand Treaſurer. A ſong in honour 
of maſonry concludes the ceremony, after which 
the proceſſion returns to the place whence it ſet 
out, and the W is cloſed by the Grand War- 
dens. 


—— 


Ceremony obſerved at the Dedication of * 
Halls. 


On the day appointed for the celebration of the 
ceremony of dedication, the Grand Maſter and 
his officers, accompanied- by all the brethren who 
are members of the Grand Lodge, meet in a con- 
venient room adjoining to the place where the ce- 
remony is to be performed, and the Grand Lodge 
is opened in ample form in all the degrees of ma- 
ſonry. The order of proceſſion is read by the 
Grand Secretary, and a general charge reſpecting 
propriety of behaviour given by the Deputy Grand 
Maſter. The lodge is then adjourned, and the 
proceiion formed as follows: 

Two Tylers, with drawn ſwords ; 
Muſic; 
Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two; 
A Tyler, in his uniform; 


Paſt 
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Paſt Grand Stewards ; 
Grand Tyler ; 

Preſent Grand Stewards, with white rods.; 
Secretary of the Stewards' Lodge; 
Wardens of the Stewards' Lodge; 
MASTER of the Stewards' Lodge ; 
Choiriſters; 


| One Brother carrying a gold pitcher, containing 


corn ; 
Two Brethren with ſilver pitchers, containing 
wine and oil; 
Four Ty lers carrying the Lodge, covered with 
white ſatin ; 
| Architect; 
Grand Swordbearer, with the ſword of ſtate ; 
| Grand Secretary, with his bag ; 
Grand Treaſurer, with his ſtaff; 
Bible, Square, and Compaſſes, on a crimſon velvet 
__ cuſhion, carried by the Maſter of a Lodge, 
ſupported by two Stewards ; 
Grand Chaplain ; 
Provincial Grand Maſters; 
Paſt Grand Wardens ; 
Paſt Deputy Grand Maſters ; 
Paſt Grand Maſters ; 
Chief Magiſtrate of the place; 
Two large lights ; 


Grand 
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Grand Wardens ; 
One large light ; 

Deputy Grand Maſter ; 
Conſtitutions carried by the Maſter of the oldeſt 
Lodge ; 

GRAND MASTER. 

Two Stewards cloſe the proceſſion, 

Any ladies who attend are then introduced, and 
the muſicians repair to their ſtation. On the pro- 
ceſlivn reaching the Grand Maſter's chair, the 
Grand Officers are ſeparately proclaimed accord- 
ing to rank, as they arrive at that ſtation, and on 
the Grand Maſler's being proclaimed, a grand 
piece of muſic is performed, which continues whule 
the procelſion is made three times round the Hall, 
The lodge is then placed in the center, on a crim- 
ſon velvet couch; and the Grand Maſter having 
taken the chair, under a canopy of ſtate, the Grand 
Officers, and the Maſters and Wardens of the 
Lodges, repair to the places previouſly prepared 
for their reception: The three lights, and the gold 
and ſilver pitchers, with the corn, wine and oil, 
are placed on the Lodge, at the head of which 
ſtands the pedeſtal, with the Bible open, and the 
Square and Compaſſes laid thereon, with the 
Conſtitution roll, on a crimſon velvet cuſhion, 


Matters being thus diſpoſed, an anthem is ſung, 
and 


7 
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and an exordium on” Maſonry given ; after which 


the Architect addreſſes the Grand Maſter in an 


elegant ſpeech, returns thanks for the honour con- 
ferred on him, and ſurrenders up the implements 
which had been entruſted to his care at laying the 
foundation ſtone, The Grand Maſter having ex- 
preſſed his approbation of the Archite&'s conduct, 
an ode in honour of maſonry is ſung, accompa- 
nied by the band, after which the ladies withdraw 
for refreſhment ; and ſuch of the muſicians as are 
not maſons retire, in order to entertain the ladies 
during their repaſt. 

The lodge being tiled, the buſineſs of maſonr 
is reſumed. The Grand Secretary informs th. 
Grand Maſter, that it is the deſign of the frater. 
nity to have the hall dedicated to Maſonry ; upon 
wliich he orders the Grand Officers to aſlill in the 
ceremony, during which the organ continues play- 
ing ſolemn muſic, excepting only at the intervals 
of dedication. The Lodge is uncovered, and the 
firſt proceſſion being made round it, the Grand 
Mafter having reached the Eaſt, the organ is ſilent, 
and, IN THE NAME OF THE GREAT JEHOVAH, 
TO WHOM BE ALL GLORY AND HONOUR, he 
proclaims the hall duly dedicated to MASONRY ; 
upon which the chaplain ſtrews corn over the 
Lodge. The organ plays, and the ſecond proceſ- 


flow 
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ſton is made round the lodge, when, on the Grand 
Maſter's arrival at the Eaſt, the organ is ſilent, 
and he declares the hall dedicated, as before, to 
VIRTUE ; on which the Chaplain ſprinkles wine 
on the lodge. The organ plays, and the third pro- 
ceſſion is made round the lodge, when, the Grand 
Maſter having reached the Eait, the muſic is ſilent, 
and the hall is dedicated to UNIVERSAL BENE- 
VOLENCE ; upon which the Chaplain dips his 
fingers in the oil, and ſprinkles it over the lodge; 
and at each dedication the Grand honours are 
given. A ſolemn invocation is made to heaven, 
and an anthem ſung; after which the lodge is co- 
vered, and the Grand Maſter retires to his chair. 
The ladies being returned, an ode for the occa- 
Hon is performed; after which an oration is de- 
livered by the Grand Chaplain, which is ſucceed- 
ed by an anthem. Donations tor the charity are 
then collected, the grand proceflion is reſumed, 
and aſter marching three times round the hall, pre- 
ceded by the Tylers carrying the Lodge as at en- 
trance, during which the muſic continues to play 
a grand piece, the proceſſion returns to the place 
whence 1t fet out, where the laws of the order are 
rehearſed, and the Grand Lodge is cloſed in ample 


form in all the degrees. 
N Tae 
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The Ceremony obſerved at Funerals, according to 
ancient Cuſtom : with the ſervice uſed on that oc- 
caſton. 

No maſon can be interred with the formalities 
of the order, unleſs it be by his own ſpecial re- 
queſt, communicated to the Maſter of the lodge 
of which he died a member, foreigners and ſo- 
journers excepted; nor unleſs he has been ad- 


vanced to the third degree of maſonry, and from 


this reſtriction there can be no exception. Fellow- 
crafts, or * are not entitled to funeral 
obſequies. | 

The maſter of a lodge having received notice 
of a Maſter maſon's death, and of his requeſt to 


be interred with the ceremonies. of the order, fixes 


the day and hour for the funeral, and iſſues his 


command to ſummon the lodge; if more lodges 


are expected to attend, he muſt make application 
by the Grand Secretary to the Grand Maſter or 
his Deputy, to preſide over ſuch brethren from 
other lodges as may aſſiſt in forming the proceſ- 
ſion, who are to be under his direction for tlie 


ume; and all the brethren preſent muſt be pro- 


perly clothed, 
The diſpenſation being obtained, the. Maſter 


may invite as many lodges as he thinks proper, 


and 
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and the members of thoſe lodges may accompany 
their officers in form; hut the whole ceremony 
muſt be under the direction of the Maſter of the 
lodge to which the deceaſed belonged, for which 
purpoſe only the diſpenſation 1s granted ; and he 
and his officers muſt be duly honoured, and cheer- 
fully obeyed, on the occaſion. 

All the brethren who walk in proceſhon, ſhould 


obſerve, as much as poſſible, an uniformity in 
their dreſs. Decent mourning, with white ſtock. 


ings, gloves, and aprons, 1s moſt ſuitable, No 
perſon ſhould be diſtinguiſhed with a jewel, unleſs 
he 1s an officer of one of the lodges invited to at- 


tend in form, and the officers of the lodges ſhould 


be ornamented with ſaſhes, and hathands ; as alſo 


the officers of the lodge to whom the diſpenſation 


is granted, who are, moreover, to he diſtinguiſhed 
with white rods. 


The Funeral Service. 


The bretlnen being aſſembled at the houſe 
where the body of the deceaſed lies, the maſter of 
tae lodge to which he. belonged opens the lodge 
in the third degree, with the uſual forms, and an 
anthem is ſung, The body being placed in the 
centre on a couch, and the coffin in which it is 

laid 
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laid being open, the maſter proceeds to the head 
of the corpſe, and the ſervice begins. 

MasSTER. What man is he that liveth, and 
* ſhall not ſee death? ſhall he deliver his ſoul 
e from the hand of the grave? 

* Man walketh in a vain ſhadow, he heapeth up 
* riches, and cannot tell who ſhall gather them. 

When he dieth, he ſhall carry nothing away; . 
his glory ſhall not deſcend after him. 

* Naked he came into the world, and naked he 

* muſt return : the Lord gave, and tne Lord hath 
taken away; bleſſed be the name of the Lord!“ 

The. grand honours are tlien given, and certain 
forms uſed, which cannot be here explained. So- 
lemn muſic is introduced, during which the maſter 
ſtrews herbs or flowers over the body, and taking 
the SACRED ROLL in his hand, he lays, 


Let us die the death of tle righteous, and let 


* our laſt end be like his! 

The brethren anſwer, \ 

* God is our God for ever and ever; he will 
pe our guide even unto deat: !' 

The Maſler then puts the roll into the cheſt; 
upon which he ſays, 


* Almighty Father! into thy hands we commend 


the ſoul of our loving brotner. 


The 


— ——— ere ee OE I 


OF MASONRY. 137 


The brethren anſwer three times, giving the 
grand honours each tune, 
The will of God is accompliſhed ! fo be it.“ 
The Maſter then repeats the following prayer : 
* Moſt glorious God ! author of all good, and 
© giver of all mercy! pour down thy bleſſings 
* upon us, and ft: rengthen our folemn engagements 
© with the tics of ſincere affection! May the pre- 
© {ent inſtance of mortality remind us of our ap- 
* yroaching fate; and draw our attention toward 
* tice, the only refuge in time of need! that when 
© the awful moment ſhall arrive, that we are about 


to quit this tranſitory ſcene, the enlivening proſ- 


* pett of thy mercy may diſpel the gloom of 
* death; and alter our departure hence in peace 
* and in thy favour, we may be received into 
* tlune everlaſting kingdom, to enjoy, in union 
* with the ſouls of our departed friends, the juſt 
* reward of a pious and virtuous life. Amen.” 

An anthem being ſung, the Maſter retires to 
the pedeſtal, and the coffin is ſhut up. An ora« 
tion, ſuitable to the occaſion, is delivered; and 
the Maſter recommending love and unity, the 
brethren join hands, and renew their pledged vows. 
The lodge is then adjourned, and the proceſſion, 
to the place of interment, is formed ; 


N 2 | The 


138 ILLUSTRATIONS 


The different lodges rank according to ſeniority, 
the junior preceding; each lodge forms one divi- 
Hon, and the following order is obſerved : 

The Tyler, with his ſword ; 
The Stewards with white rods ; 
The Brethren, out of office, two and two ; 
The Secretary with a roll; 

The Treaſurer, with his badge of office ; 
Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand; 
The Paſtmaſter; 

The Maſter ; 

The Lodge to which the deceaſed Brother be- 
longed, in the following order; all the 
members having flowers or herbs 

| in their hands; 
The Tyler; 
The Stewards; 
Martial Muſic [Drums muffled, and Frumpets 
coyered; 
The Members of the Lodge; 
The Secretary and Treaſurer ; 
The Senior and Junior Wardens ; | 
The Paſtmaſter ; 
The Holy Writing, on a cuſhion, covered with. 
black cloth, carried by the oldeſt 


Member of the Lodge ; 


WORE I N 
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The Maſter; 
The Choiriſters, ſinging an anthem ; 
The Clergyman ; 
The Body, with che inſignia placed 


thereon, and two Maa ſwords crolled ;. 


Pall Bearers ; Pall Bearers J 


Chief Mourner ; 
Aſſiſtant Mourners; 
Two Stewards ; 
A Tyler; . 
One or two lodges advance before the proceſ- 
fion begins, to the church yard, to prevent confu- 
ſion, and make the neceſſary preparations. The 


| brethren are not to deſert their ranks, or change 


places, but keep in their different departments, 
When the proceſſion arrives at the gate of the 
church- yard, the lodge to which the deceaſed 
brother belonged, the mourners, and attendants 
on the corpſe, halt, till the members of the other 
lodges have formed a.circle round the grave, when 
an opening is made to receive them. They then 
advance to the grave; and the clergyman and 
officers of the acting lodge taking their ſtation at 


the head of the grave, with the choiriſters on each 
Gde 
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- tide, and the mourners at the foot, the ſervice is 
reſumed, an anthem ſung, and the following ex- 
| hortation given: 

Here we view a ſtriking inſtance of the un- 
* certainty of life, and the vanity of all human 
* purſuits. The laſt offices paid to the dead are 
* only uſeful as lectures to the living; from them 
* we are to derive inſtruction, and conſider every 
5 ſolemnity of this kind, as a ſummons to prepare 


for our approaching. diſſolution. 


Notwithſtanding the various mementos of mor- 
* tality with which we daily meet, notwithſtand- 
* ing Death has eſtabliſhed his empire over all the 
works of nature, yet, through ſome unaccount- 
ahle infatuation, we forget that we are born to 
die. We go on from one deſign to another, 
* add hope to hope, and lay out plans for the em- 
* ployment of many years, till we are ſadlenly 
* alarmed with the approach of death, when we 
| leaſt expect him, and at an hour when we pro- 
* bably conclude to be the meridian of our exiſt- 
' ence. | 

* What are all the externals of majeſty, the pride 
of wealth, or charms of beauty, when nature has 
paid her juſt debt? Fix your eyes on the laſt 
* $£enc, and view litg flript of her ornaments, and 
| expoſed, a 
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© expoſed in her natural meanneſs; you will then 
© be convinced of the futility of thoſe empty delu- 
\ fhons. In the grave, all fallacies are detected, 
Vall ranks are levelled, and all di ſtinctions are 
done away. 

* While we drop the ſympathetic tear over the 
* grave of our deceafed friend, let charity inchne 
' us to throw a veil over his foibles, whatever they 
may have been, and not withhold from. his me- 
* mory the praiſe that his virtues may have 
claimed. Suffer the apologies of human nature 
to plead in his behalf. Perfection on earth has 
never been attained ; the wiſeſt, as well as the 
| beſt of men, have erred. His meritorious ac- 
«© tions it is our duy to imitate, and from his weak- 
neſs we ozght to derive inſtruction. 

Let the preſent example excite our moſt ſeri- 
' ous thoughts, and ſtrengthen our reſolutions of 
amendment. As life is uncertain, and all 
* earthly purſuits are vain, let us no longer poſt- 
* pone the important concern of preparing for 
© eternity; but embrace the happy moment, while 
time and opportunity offer, to provide againſt the 
great change, when all the pleaſures of this world 
* ſhall- ceaſe to delight, and the reflections of a 
* virtuous life yield the only comfort and conſola- 

| | tion. 
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*tion. Thus our expectations will not be fruſ- 
* trated, nor we hurried unprepared, into the pre- 
* fence of an all-wiſe and powerful Judge, to 


* whom the ſecrets of-all hearts are known, and 
from whoſe dread tribunal no culprit can eſcape. 
Let us, while in this ſtage of exiſtence, ſup. 


© port with propriety the character of our profeſ- 
% hon, advert to the nature of our ſolemn ties, 
and purſue with aſſiduity the ſacred tenets of 
* our order : Then, with becoming reverence, 


let us ſupplicate the divine grace, to enſure the 
* favour of that eternal Being, whoſe goodneſs 


and power know no bound; that when the awful 


moment arrives, be it ſoon or late, we may be 


enabled to proſecute our journey, without dread 
* or apprehenfion, to that far diſtant country 


' whence no traveller returns. By the light of 


the divine countenance, we ſhall paſs without 
* trembling through thoſe gloomy*manſions where 
all things are forgotten; and at the great and 
tremendous day of trial and retribution, when, 
* arraigned at the bar of diving juſtice, let us hope 
that judgment will be pronounced in our favour, 
and that we ſhall receive our reward, in the poſ- 
© ſeſhon- of an immortal inheritance, where joy 
flows in one continued ſtream, and no mound: 
© can check its courſe,” | The 


| 
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The following invocations are then made by the 
Maſter, and the uſual honours accompany each. 

MASTER. May we be true and faithful; 
and may we hve and die in love!“ 

ANSWER. * So mote it be.?“ 

MasTER. *. May we profeſs what is good, 
and always act agreeably to our proteihon !' 

ANSWER, * So mote it be.” 

MaSTER. May the Lord bleſs us, and proſ- 
*per us; and- may all our good intentions be 
* crowned with fucceſs !' 

ANSWER, * So mote it be.” 

The Secretaries then advance, and throw their 
rolls into the grave with the uſual forms, while 
the Maſter repeats with an audible voice: 

Glory be to God on high! on earth peace! 
* good will towards men! 

ANSWER. So mote it be, now, from hence- 
* forth, and for evermore.” 

The Maſter then concludes the teremony at 
che grave, in the following words: 

* From time immemorial it has been a cuſtom 
* among the fraternity-of free and accepted ma- 
* ſons, at the requeſt of a brother on his death- 
* bed, to accompany his corpſe to the place of 
* interment; and there to depoſite his remains 
© with the uſual formalitics, In 
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In conformity to this uſage, and at the ſpecial 
* requeſt of our deceaſed brother, whoie memory 
ve revere, and whoſe loſs we now deplore, we 
© have aſſembled in the character of maſons, to 
* refign his body to the earth whence it came, and 
to offer up to his memory, before the world, the 
* laſt tribute of our affection; thereby demon- 
* ſtrating the ſincerity of our paft eſteem, and our 
* inviolable attachment to the principles of the 
order. | | 

+ With proper reſpe&, therefore, to the eftab- 
®* liſhed cuſtoms of the country in which we live, 
with due deference to our ſuperiors in church 
+ and fiate, and with unlimited good will to all 
* mankind, we here appeat clothed as maſons, 
and publicly crave permiſſion to expreſs our 
* ſubmiſhon to peace and good government, and 
our wiſh to ferve the intereſts of mankind, In- 


* veſted with the badges of innocence, we hums 


*bly bow to the univerſal Parent; and implore 
© his bleſſing on every zealous endeavour to pros 
* mote peace and gogd will, and pray for our per- 
* ſeverance in the principles of piety and virtue. 
* The great Creator having been pleaſed, out of 

* his mercy, to remove our worthy brother from 
* the cares and troubles of a tranſitory exiſtence; 
| ta 


| 
| 
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to a- ſtate of eternal duration; and thereby to 
* weaken the chain by which we are united, man 
to man: may we, who ſurvive him, anticipate 


our approaching fate, and be more ſtrongly ce- 


* mented in the ties of union and friendſhip ; that, 
* during the ſhort ſpace allotted to our preſent ex- 


*-1ſtence, we may wiſely and uſefully employ our 


time; and in the reciprocal intercourſe of kind 


and friendly acts, mutually promote the welfare 
and happineſs of each other. 


* Unto the grave we reſign the body of our de- 


* ceaſed friend, there to remain until the general 
reſurrection; in favourable expectation that his 
immortal ſoul may then partake of joys which 
have been prepared for the righteous from the 


beginning of the world: And may Almiglity 
God, of his infinite goodneſs, at the grand tribu- 


* bunal of unbiaſſed juſtice, extend his mercy to- 


* ward him, and all of us, and crown our hope 
* with everlaſting bliſs in the expanded realms of a 
* boundleſs eternity ! This we beg, for the honour 
* of his name, to whom be glory, now and forever, 
* Amen,” 

Thus the ſervice ends, and the uſual hononrs 
are given ; after which the proceſſion returns in 


| forin 
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form to the place whence it ſet out, where the ne- 
ceſſary duties are complied with, and the buſineſs 
of maſonry is renewed. The inſignia, and orna- 
ments, of the deceaſed, if an officer of a lodge, are 
. returned to the Maſter, with the uſual ceremonies ; 
after which the charges for regulating the conduct 
of the brethren are rehearſed, and the lodge is cloſ- 
ed in the third degree with a bleſſing. 
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MASONRY. 


THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY EXPLAINED, 


ne 


A Letter from the learned Mr. Join Locke, to the 
Right Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an 
old Manuſcript on the ſulject of Free-Maſonry. 


My Lok, 6th May, 1696. 

1 HAVE at length, by the help of Mr. Collins, 

procured a copy of that MS. in the Bodleian 
library, which you were ſo curious to ſee : and, in 
obedience to your Lordſhip's commands, I here- 
with ſend it to you. Moſt of the notes annexed to 
it are what I made yeſterday for the reading of my 
Lady Maſham, who is become ſo fond of maſonry, 
as to ſay, that ſhe now more than ever wiſhes her- 
ſelf a man, that ſhe might be capable of admiſſion 


into the fraternity. The 
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The MS. of which this 1s a copy, appears to bo 
about 160 years old: yet (as your lordſhip will ob- 
ierve by the title) it is itſelf a copy of one yet 
more ancient by about 100 years: for the original 
is faid to be the hand-writing of K. Henry VE 

here that prince had it, is at preſent an uncer- 
zainty; but it ſeems to me to be an examination 
{taken perhaps before the king) of ſome one of the 
brotherhood of maſons ; among whom he entered 
himſelf, as it is ſaid, when he came out of his mi- 
nority, and thenceforth put a flop to a perſecution. 
that had been raiſed againſt them: But I muſt not 
detain your lordihip longer by my preface from 
ne thing itſelf, 

I know not what effef the fight of this old paper 
may have upon your lordſhip ; but for my own 
part I cannot deny, that it has ſo much raiſed my 
curioſity, as to induce me to enter myſelf into the 
fraternity, which I am determined to do (if I may 
be admitted) the next time I go to London, and 
that will be ſhortly. I am, | 

My Lord, 
Your Lordſhi p's moſt obedient, 
And moft humble ſervant. 
FR JOHN L OCKE, 
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REMARKS on the S1xTH or MosT EXCELLENT 
MASTER's DEGREE. 


None but the meritorious and praiſe-worthy ; 
none but thoſe who through diligence and induſtry 
have gone towards perfection; none but thoſe who 
have been ſeated in the Oriental Chair by the una- 
nimous ſuffrages of their Brethren, can be admit- 
ted to this degree of Maſonry. 

In its original eſtabliſhment, when the Temple 
of Jeruſalem was finiſhed, and the fraternity cele- 
brated the cap-ſtone with great joy, it is demon ſtra- 
ble that none but thoſe who had proved themſelves 
to be complete maſters of their profeſſion were 
admitted to this honour; and indeed the duties in- 


cumbent on every maſon who is accepted and ac- 


knowledged as Moſt Excellent Mater, are ſuch as 
renders 1t indiſpenſible that he ſhould have a per- 
fect knowledge of all the preceding degrees. 


The following paſſage of ſcripture is rehearſed 
at opening, accompanied by folemn ceremonies : 


* 


PSALM xxiv. 

The earth is the Lord's, and the fullneſs there- 
of; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he 
hath founded it upon the ſeas, and eftabliſhed it 
upon the floods, Who ſhall aſcend into the bill 
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of the Lord? and who ſhall ſtand in his holy place ? 
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart ; who 
hath not lift up his ſoul unto vanity, nor ſworn 
deceitfully. He ſhall receive the bleſſing from 
the Lord, and righteouſneſs from the God of his 
falvation. Thus 1s the generation of them that ſeek 
him, that ſeek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlaſting doors, and the King of glory ſhall 
come in. Who is this King of glory? the Lord, 
ſtrong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates, ever lift them up, 
ye everlaſting doors, and the King of glory ſhall 
come in. Who is this King of glory ? the Lord 
of hoſts, he is the King of glory. Selah. 


Charge to be delivered to a Brother who 1s accepted 
and acknowledged as a Moſt Excellent. Maſter. 


„BROTHER, 
Your admittance to this degree of maſonry, is 

© a proof of the good opinion the brethren entertain 
* of your maſonic abilities. Let this conſideration 
* induce you to be careful of forfeiting, by miſ- 
conduct and inattention to our rules, that eſteem 
* which has raiſed you to the rank you now pol- 


© ſels, 
It 
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It is one of your great duties as a Moſt Excel- 
© lent Maſter, to diſpenfe light and truth to the 
« uninformed maſon, and I need not remind you. 
* of the impoſſibility of complying with this obli- 
* gation without poſſeſſing an accurate acquaint- 
* ance with the lectures of each degree. 
| * If you are not already completely converſant in 

all the degrees heretofore conferred on you, remem- 
ber, that an indulgence prompted by a belief that 
* you will apply yourſelf with double diligence to 
|; make yourſelf perfect, has induced the brethren 
; * to accept of you, | 
| Let it therefore be your unremitting ſtudy, to 
get ſuch knowledge and information as may en- 
able you to diſcharge the important duty of Moſt. 
* Excellent Maſter, with honour to your- 
* ſelf, and ſatisfaction and advantage to the fra- 
q 6 ternity. 
| The following paſſage of ſcripture is read at 
| cloſing, accompanied with ſolemn ceremomies : 

2 Chron. vi, 13---21. And Solomon kneel. 
ed down upon his knees before all the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael, and ſpread forth his hands towards 
heaven, and ſaid, O Lord God of Iſrael, there is. 
no God like thee in the heaven, nor in the earth; 


Which keepeſt coyenant, and ſheweſt mercy unto. 
thy 
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thy ſervants, that walk before thee with all their 
hearts : Thou which haſt kept with thy ſervant 
David my father, that which thou haſt promiſed 
him; and ſpakeſt with thy mouth, and haſt ful- 
filled 1t with thine hand as it is this day, Now 
therefore, O Lord God of Iſrael, keep with thy 
ſervant David my father, that which thou haſt 
promiſed. him, ſaying, There ſhall not fail thee a 
man in my ſight to fit upon the throne of Iſrael ; 


yet ſo, that thy children take heed to. their way to 
walk in my law, as thou haſt walked before me. 
Now then O Lord God of Iſrael, let thy word be 
verified, which thou haſt ſpoken unto. thy ſervant 
David. (But will God in very deed dwell with 
men on the earth ? Behold heaven, and the hea- 
ven of heavens, cannot contain thee; how much 
leſs this houſe which I have built!) Have reſpect 
therefore to the prayer of thy ſervant, and to his 
ſupplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto 
the cry andthe prayer which thy ſervant prayeth be- 
fore thee : That thine eyes may be open upon this 
houſe day and night, upon the place whereof thou 
haſt ſaid, that thou wouldſt put thy name there ; 
to hearken unto the prayer which thy ſervant pray- 
eth towards this place. Hearken therefore unto 
the ſupphcations of thy ſervant, and of thy people 

| | Iſrach, 
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Israel, which they ſhall make toward this place: 
hear thou from thy dwelling place, even from 
heaven; and when thou heareſt, forgive.” 


OBSERVATIONS on the SEVENTH or ROYAL 
ARCH DEGREE. 


This degree is indeſcribably more auguſt, ſub- 
lime and important, than all which-precede it; 
and is the ſummit and perfection of ancient ma- 
ſonry. It impreſſes on our minds the belief of 
the being and exiſtence of a ſupreme Deity, 'with- 
out beginning of days, or end of years ; and re- 
minds us of the reverence due to his holy name. 

This degree brings to light many eſſentials of 
the craft, which were for the ſpace of 470 years 
buried in darkneſs: and without a knowledge of 
which the maſonic character cannot be complete. 


The following paſſage of ſcripture is read at 
opening: 

2 Thefjalomans iii, 6---17, Now we com- 
mand you, brethren, that ye withdraw yourſelves 
from every brother that walketh diſorderly: and 
not after the tradition which ye received of us. 
For yourſelves know how ye ought to follow us, 
for we behaved ourſelves not diſorderly among 


you, 
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you, Neither did we eat any man's bread for 
nought, but wrought with labour and travel day 
and night, that we might not be chargeable to any 
of you. Not becauſe we have not power, but 
to make ourſelves an example unto you to follow 
us. Foreven when we were with you, this we com- 
manded you, that if any would not work, neither 
ſhould ye eat: For we hear there are ſome who 


walk among you diſorderly, working not at all, but 


are buſy-bodies. Now them that are ſuch, we 
command and exhort, that with quietneſs they work 
and eat their own bread. But ye, brethren, be ye 
not weary in well doing. And if any obey not our 
word by this epiſtle, note that man, and have no 
company with him, that he may be aſhamed. Yet 
count bim not as an enemy, but admoniſh him as 
a brother. Now the Lord of peace himſelf give 
you peace always. The ſalvation of peace with 
mine own. hand, which is the token in every 


epiſtle : ſo I vrite.“ 


OBSERVATIONS on the SEVEN TE LECTURE, 


The Firſt Section. 


The firſt ſection illuſtrates the particulars of the 


ceremony of exaltation. Every Royal Arch Ma- 
| ſon 
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fon ſhould be well verſed in this part of the lec- 
ture, as upon his acquaintance with it depends his 
uſefulneſs in the Chapter; and without it, he will 
be totally unfit to fill any kind of office, 


Prayer to be made uſe of at the exaltation of a 
Brother, 


Thou haſt loved us, O Lord our God, with 
eternal love ; thou haſt ſpared us with great and 
exceeding patience, our Father and our King, for 
thy great name's ſake, and for our father's ſake, 
who truſted in thee, to whom thou didſt teach the 
ſtatutes of life, that they might do after the ſta- 
tutes of thy good pleaſure with a perfect heart; 
So be thou merciful to us, O our Father! Merci- 
ful Father that ſheweth mercy, have mercy upon 
us, we beſeech thee, and put underſtanding into 
our hearts, that we may underſtand, be wiſe, hear, 
learn, teach, keep, do, and perform all the words 
of the doftrine of thy law in love, and enlighten 
our eyes in thy commandments, and cauſe our 
hearts to cleave to thy law, and unite them in the 
love and fear of thy name, we will not be aſhamed, 
nor confounded, nor ſtumble, for ever and ever. 
* Becauſe we have truſted in thy HOLY, GREAT, 
MIGHTY, and TERRIBLE NAME, we will re- 


joice, 
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joice and be glad in thy ſalvation, and in thy 
mercies, O Lord our' God; and the multitude of 


thy mercies ſhall not forſake us forever: Selah. 


And now make haſte and bring upon us a bleſ- 
ſing, and peace from the four corners of the 
earth; for thou art a Cod that workeſt ſalvation, 
and has choſen us out of every people and lan- 
guage ; and thou our King, has cauſed us to 
cleave to thy great name, in love to praiſe thee, 
and to be united to thee, and to love thy name: 
Bleſſed art thou, O Lord God, who haft choſen 
thy people Iſrael in love.” 

The application of the following texts of ſcrip- 
ture every good Royal Arch Maſon is too well ac- 
quainted with to need any illuſtration. 

I/arah xlii, 46. * I will bring the blind by a 
Way that they know not; I will lead them in 
paths that they have not known; I will make the 
darkneſs light before them, and crooked things 
ſtraight : Theſe things will I do unto them, and 
will not forſake them. D 

Exodus iii, 1-6. Now Moſes kept the 
flock of Jethro his father in law, the prieſt of 
Midian ; and he led the flock to the back fide of 
the deſert, and came to the mountain of God, even 


to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared 
unte 


OF MASONRY. 137 


ur to him in a flame of fire out of the midſt of a 
buſn: and he looked, and behold, the buſh burned 
with fire, and the buſh was not conſumed. And 
Moſes ſaid, I will now turn aſide, and ſee this 
great ſight, why the buſh is not burned, And when 
the Lord ſaw that he turned aſide to ſee, God 
called unto him out of the midſt of the buſh, and 
{aid, Moſes, Moſes. And he ſaid, Here am I. 
And he ſaid, Draw not nigh hither : put off thy 
ſhoes from off thy tget, for the place whereon thou 
ſtandeſt is holy ground. Moreover he ſaid, I am 
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moſes 


hid his face : for he was afraid to look upon God.” 


2 Chron. xxxvi. 11---20. Zedekiah was one 
and twenty years old, when he began to reign, and 


reigned eleven years in Jeruſalem. And he did 


that which was evil in the ſight of the Lord his 
God, and humbled not himſelt before Jeremiah 
the prophet, ſpeaking from the mouth of the Lord. 
And he alfo rebelled againſt King Nebuchadnez. 
zar, ho had made him ſwear before God; but he 
ſtiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from 
turning unto the Lord God of IIrael. 
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„ Moreover 


—— 9 —7§— EAA 


— 
— 


1 


N 


1358 ILLUSTRATIONS 


+ Moreover all the chief of the prieſts, and the 
people tranſgreſſed very much, after all the abom- 
nations of the heathen, and polluted the houſe of 


the Lord, which he had hallowed in Jeruſalem. 


And the Lord God of their fathers ſent to them by 
his meſſengers, riſing up betimes and ſending ; 
becauſe he had compaſſion on his people, and on 
his dwelling place. But they mocked the meſ- 
ſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, and miſ- 
uſed his -prophets, until the wrath of the Lord 
aroſe againſt his people, till there was no remedy, 


Therefore he brought upon them the King of the 


Chaldees, who flew their young men with the 
ſword, in the houſe of their ſanctuary, and had no 
compaſſion upon young man, or maiden, old man, 
or lum that ſlooped for age: he gave them all into 
his hand. And all the veſſels of the houſe of 
God, great and ſmall, and the treaſures of the 
houſe of the Lord, and the treaſures of the king, 
and of his princes ; all theſe he brought to Baby- 
lon, And they burnt the houſe of God, and 
brake down the wall of Jer uſalem, and burnt 
all the palaces thereof with fire, and deſtroyed all 
the goodly veſſels thereof. And them that had 
eſcaped from the ſword carried he away to Baby- 
Jon! 
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lon : where they were ſervants to him and his. 
ſons, until the reign of the kingdom of Perſia,” 


Ezra i, 1g. *© Now in the firſt year of 
Cyrus, king of Perſia, (that the word of the Lord 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled) the 
Lord ſtirred up the ſpirit of Cyrus king of Perſia, 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it alſo in writing, faying, Thus 
ſaith Cyrus king of Perſia, the Lord God of hea- 
ven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and he hath charged me to build him an houſe at 
Jeruſalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among 
you of all his people ? his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jeruſalem which is in Judah, and 
build the houſe of the Lord God of Ifrael, which 


is in Jeruſalem,” 


Exodus iii, 13-14. And Moſes faid unto God, 
Behold, when I come unto the children of Iſrael, 
and ſhall ſay unto them, The God of your fathers 
hath ſent me unto you; and they ſhall ſay to me, 
What is his name ? What ſhall I ſay unto them ? 
And God ſaid unto Moſes, I am THAT I AM: 
And he ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the children 
ol Iſrael, I AM hath ſent me unto you.“ 

| Exodus 
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Exodus iv, 1.10. And Moſes anſwered, 
and ſalid, But behold, they will not believe me, 
nor hearken unto my voice: for they will ſay, 
The Lord hath not appeared unto thee, And the 
Lord faid unto him, What is that in thine hand? 
And he ſaid, A rod. And he ſaid, Caſt it on the 
ground ; and he call it on the ground, and it be- 
came a ferpent; and Moſes fled from before it. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Put forth thine 
hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth 
his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in 
his hand. That they may believe that the Lord 
God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob, hath ap- 
peared unto thee, 


oy And the Lord ſaid furthermore unto him, 
Put now thine hand into thy boſom; and he put 
his hand into his boſom : and when he took it out, 
behold, his hand was leprous as ſnow. And he 
ſaid, Put thine hand into thy boſom again: And 
he put his hand into his boſom again, and plucked 
it out of lus boſom, and behold, it was turned 
- again as his other fleſh, And it ſhall come to pals, 
if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to 
tac dice of the firſt ſign, that they will beheve 
the 
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the voice of the latter ſign. And it ſhall come 
to paſs, if they will not believe alſo theſe two 
ſigns, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou 
ſhalt take of the water of the river, and pour it 
upon the dry land : and the water which thou 
takeſt out of the river, ſhall become blood upon 


the dry land.” 


Haggai ii, 1---9, 23. Un the ſeventh 
month in the one and twentieth day of the month, 
came the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, 
ſaying, Speak now to Zerubbabel the ſon of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joſhua the 
ſon of Joſedech, the high prieſt, and to the reſidue 
of the people, ſaying, Who is left among you 
that ſaw this houſe in her firſt glory? and how 
do ye ſee it now ? is it not in your eyes in com- 
pariſon of it as nothing? Yet now be ſtrong, O 
Zerubbabel, faith the Lord, and be ſtrong, O Jo- 
ſhua, ſon of Joſeilech the high prieſt, and be 
ſtrong all ye people of the land,” ſaith the Lord, 
and work: for I am with you, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts; according to the word which J covenant- 
ed with you when ye came out of Egypt, ſo my 
ſpirit remaineth among you : fear ye not. For 
thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Yet once, it is a little 

FT while, 
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while, and I will ſhake the heavens, and the 
earth, and the ſea, and the dry land: and I will 
ſhake all nations, and the deſire of all nations ſhall 
come, and I will fill this houſe with glory, ſaith 
the Lord of hoſts. The ſilver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, faith the Lord of hoſts, The glory 
of this latter houſe ſhall be greater than of the 
former, ſaith the Lord of hoſts : and in this place 
will I give peace, faith the Lord of hoſts.” 

In that day, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, will I take 
thee, O Zerubbabel, my ſervant, the ſon of Sheal- 
tiel, ſaith the Lord, and will make thee as a ſignet: 
for I have choſen thee, ſaith the Lord of hoſts.” 

Zechariah iv, 6-10. This is the word of the 
Lord unto Zerubbabel, ſaying, Not by might nor 
power, but by my ſpirit, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
Who art thou, O great mountain ? before Zerub- 
babel thou ſhalt become a plain, and he ſhall 
bring forth the head ſtone thereof with ſhoutings, 
crying, Grace, grace, unto it. Moreover the 
word of the Lord came unto me, ſaying, The 
hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of 
this houſe, his hands ſhall alſo finiſh it; and thou 
ſhalt know that the Lord of hoſts hath ſent me 


unto you. For who hath deſpiſed the day of 
{mall 
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ſmall things ? for they ſhall rejoice, and ſhall ſee 
the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with thoſe 


ſeven,” 


Exodus vi, 2, g. And God ſpake unto Moſes, 
and ſaid unto him, I am the Lord: And I ap- 
peared unto Abraham, unto Iſaac, and unto Jacob 
by the name of God Almighty, but by my name, 
Jenovan was I not known to them.” 


John i, -g. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 


Word was God. The ſame was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him; and 
without him- was not any thing made that was 
made. In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. And the light ſhineth in darkneſs, and 
the darkneſs comprehendeth 1t not. 


Deuter. xxxi, 24---26, © And it came to paſs 
when Moſes had made an end of writing the words 
of this law in a book, until they were finiſhed ; 
That Moſes commanded the Levites which bare 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, ſaying, Take 
this book of the law, and put it in the ſide of the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that 
it may be there for a witacſs againſt thee,” 


Exodus 
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Exodus xxv, 21. And thou ſhalt put the 
mercy ſeat above, upon the ark ; and in the ark 
thou ſhalt put the teſtimony that I ſhall give thee.” 

Exodus xvi, 32— 34. And Moſes ſaid, 
This is the thing which the Lord commandeth, 
Fill an omer of the manna, to be kept tor your ge- 
neratiops ; that they may ice the bread wherewith 
I have fed you in the wilderneſs, when I brought 
you forth from the land of Egypt. And Mofes 
ſaid unto Aaron, take a pot and put an omer full 
of manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord, 
to be kept for your generations. As the Lord com- 
manded Moſes, ſo Aaron laid it up before the teſ- 
timony to be kept.” 

Numbers xvii, 10. © And the Lord ſaid unto 
Moſes, bring Aaron's rod again before the te ſti- 
mony, to be kept for a token.” 

Amos ix, 11. In that day will I raiſe up the 
tabernacle of David that is fallen, and cloſe up the 
breaches thereof, and I will raiſe up his. ruins, and 
I will build it as in the days of old.” 

Exodus xvii, 8---14. © Then came Amalek, 
and fought with Iſrael, in Rephidim. And Mo- 
ſes ſaid unto Joſhua, chooſc us out men, and go 
ort fight with Amalek :; tomorrow I will ſtand on 
the top of the hill, with the rod of God in mine 


hand, 
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hand. So Joſhua did as Moſes had ſaid unto him, 
and fought with Amalek : and Moles, Aaron, and 
Hur, went up to the top of the hill. And it came 
to paſs, when Moles held up his hand, that Iſrael 
prevailed : and when he let down his hand, Ama- 
lek prevailed, But Moſes' hands were heavy, and 
they took a ſtone and put it under him, and he lat 
thereon : and Aaron and Hur ſtayed up his hands, 
the one on the one fide, and the other on the other 
ſide : and his hands were ſteady unt the going 
down of the fun. And Joſhua diſcomfited Ama 
lek and his people with the edge of the ſword. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Write this for a 
memorial in a book, and rehearſe it in the ears of 
Joſhua,” 


The Second Sedion. 


This Seftion contains much hiſtorical infor- 
mation, and proves, beyond the power of 
contradiction, and in the moſt ſtriking colours, 
that proſperity” and happineſs are the attendants of 
virtue and morality, while difprace and ruin fol- 
low the practice of vice and immorality. | 

We cannot better illuſtrate this ſection, than by 
giving a ſketch of the hiftory of the temple of So- 
fomon, 

This 
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This famous fabric was ſituated on Mount 
Moriah, near the place where Abraham was about 
to offer up his ſon Iſaac, and where David met 
and appeaſed the deſtroying Angel. It was begun 
| in the fourth year of the reign of Solomon; the 
third after the death of David; four hundred and 
eighty years after the paſſage of the red ſea, and on 
the ſecond day of the month Zif, being the ſecond 
month of the ſacred year which anſwers to the 
21ſt of our April, in the year of the world 2992, 
and was carried on with ſuch prodigious ſpeed, 
that it was finiſhed, in all its parts, in little more 


* _— * 110 — 
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than ſeven years. 


By the Maſonic Art, and the wiſe regulations 
of Solomon, every part of the building, whe- 
ther of ſtone, brick, timber or metal, was 
i wrought and prepared before they were brought 
to Jeruſalem ; ſo that the only tools made ule of 
in erecting the fabric, were wooden inſtruments 
prepared for that purpoſe. The noiſe of the ax, 
the hammer, and every other tool of metal, was 
confined to the Foreſt of Lebanon, where the 
timber was procured ; and to Mount Libanus, and 
the plains and quarries of Zeredathah, where the 


ſtones were raiſed, ſquared, marked and number- 
ed 3 


92 
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ed ; that nothing might be heard among the ma« 
ſons at Jeruſalem, but harmony and peace. 

A. M. goa. Solomon dies, and the people 
aſſemble and crown Rehoboam, King of all Iſrael, 
The people by Jeroboam ſue unto him for a re- 
dreſs of ſome grievances of which they complain, 
to which Rehoboam returns a harſh and threaten- 
ing anſwer, and thereby alienates the hearts of 
ten of the tribes, who fall off from the houſe of 
David, and elett Jeroboam their king, by the ſtile 
of King of Iſrael. Rehoboam reigns over the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with the title of 
King of Judah, 


In this manner were the tribes of Iſrael di- 
vided, and under two diſtin governments, for 
254 years, when the ten revolted tribes having 
become weak and degenerated, by following the 
wickedneſs and idolairy of the kings who governed 
them, fell a prey io Salmanezar, King of Aſſyria, 
who in the reign of Hoſea, King of Iſrael, be- 
ſieged the city of Samaria, laid their country 
waſte, and utterly extirpated their government, 
Such was the wretched fate of a people who dif- 
dained ſubjection to the laws of the houſe of 
David, and whoſe impiety and cheminacy ended 
in their deſtruction. The 
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The King of Judah kept poſſeſſion of the city 
and temple of Jeruſalem, until its deſtruction, 

A. M. 3033. This year, being the fifth of 
Rehoboam's reign, Shiſhak, King of Egypt, 
came up againſt Jeruſalem, and pillaged the 
temple of all the holy veſſels. 

A. M. 3063. Aſa reſtoreth the true worſhip, 
and bringeth into the temple the golden veſſels 
waich he and his father had prepared and dedi- 
cated, ih 

A. M. 3380. Joſiah gives orders to repair the 
temple; and Hilkiah finds a copy of the book of 
the law, 

A. M. 3416. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Ba- 
bylon, beſieges, conquers, and deſtroys the city 
and temple of Jeruſalem ; carries away the vellels 
of gold, ſilver and braſs, and the two brazen pil- 
lars ; thoſe who eſcape the ſword are bound in 
chains, and carried away captive to Babylon. 

A. M. 3466. Babylon is taken by Cyrus, who 
gives the government thereof to Darius, and then 
returns to Perſia, 


A. M. 3468. Cyrus becomes poſſeſſed of the 
whole Perſian empire, by the death of Gambyles, 
his father, and CyaxarcshiFfather in law, and 


of 
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of Media, by contract in marriage. This year 
Cyrus iſſues his famous edict: * Thus faith 
Cyrus, King of Perſia,” &c. He alſo reſtores the 
holy veſſels which Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
away from Jeruſalem. Agreeable to this edict 
the Jews return to their own country. 


A. M. 3469. This year (the Jews being re- 
turned) they appoint Levites to overſee the work 
of the houſe of the Lord, and lay the foundations 
of the ſecond temple; 


A. M. 3482. By the jealouſy of the Samarj- 
tans, and their influence with the king, the work 
is interrupted. 

A.M. 3484, Joſhua and Zerubbabel, incited 
by Haggai and Zechariah, go on with the work, 


by order of Darius. 
A. M. 3489. The ſecond temple is completed, 
Wed ISLA 


Charge to a newly exalted Companion, 


WorTnHy COMPANION, 
By the conſent and aſliſtance of the members 
of this Chapter, you are now exalted to the ſub- 


lime and honorable degree of a Royal Arch Ma- 
ſon, | 


Q Having 
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Having attained this degree you have arrived 
at the ſummit and perfection of ancient maſonry; 
and are conſequently entitled to a full explana- 
tion of the ſacred myſteries of the order. 

By referfing to ancient hiſtory you will find 
that in conſequence of the weakneſs and wicked- 
neſs of ſeyeral of the kings of Judah, ſucceſſively, 
they were obliged to form connexions with foreign 
powers, which finally ended in their own deſtruc- 
—_ - 

After a long ſeries of important events which 
you will find an account of in the hiſtory of the 
temple, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, hav- 
ing taken poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem, and impriſoned 
Jehoiachim, their king, elevated his uncle Zede- 
kiah to the throne, binding him by a ſoJemn oath, 
neither to make innovations, or take part with the 
Egyptians. 

At the end of eight years Zedekiah violated his 
oath to Nebuchadnezzar, by taking part with the 
Egyptians; thinking that jointly they could ſub- 
due the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar im- 
mediately marched, and ravaged Zedekiah's coun- 
try, ſiezed his cattle and fortreſs, and proceeded 
to the ſiege of Jeruſalem. Pharaoh learning how 


Zedekiah was preſſed, advanced to his rehef, with 
a view 


_ 
Yo n * 


OF MASONRY. 17% 


a view-of raiſing the ſiege. Nebuchadnezzar ha- 
ving intimation thereof, would not wait his ap- 
proach, but proceeded to give him battle, and in 
one conteſt drove him out of Syria. This cir— 
cumſtance ſuſpended the ſiege, 

In the ninth year of Zedekiali's reign, the king 
of Babylon again beſieged Jeruſalem, with a large 
army, and for a year and an halt exerted all his 
ſtrength to conquer it; but the city, though en. 
ſeebled by famine and peſtilence, did not yet yield. 

In the eleventh year the ſiege went on vigor- 
ouſly ; The Babylonians completed their works, 
having raiſed towers all round the city, ſo as to 
drive the invaded party from its walls. The place, 
though a prey to the plague and famine, was ob- 
ſtinately defended ; every ſcheme of protection 
being oppoſed to that of attack, during the ſpace 
of a year and an half. But at length, want of pro- 
vikons and forces compelled its ſurrender, and it 
was accordingly delivered, at midnight, to the of- 
ficers of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Zedekiah, ſeeing the troops enter the temple, 
abſconded by a narrow paſs, to the deſert, with 
his officers and friends: But advice of this being 
given to the Babylonians, they purſued them early 
in the morning, and ſurrounded them near Jericho, 
| where 
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where they were bound, and carried before the 
king, who ordered his wives and children to be 
put to death in his ſight ; and then ordered Zede- | 
kiah's eyes to be put out, and himſelf con- 
ducted in chains to Babylon. 

After this victory, Nebuchadnezzar diſpatch- 
ed his principal officer, Nebuzaradan, to Je- 
ruſalem, to ranſack and burn both palace and 
temple, to raze the city to the ground, and con- 
duct the captive inhabitants to Babylon; this 
order he accordingly executed. Among the cap- 
tives were the following perſons of eminence: 
Seraiah, the high prieſt; Zephaniah, next in rank; 
the Secretary to the King, three principal keepers 
of the temple; ſeven of the kings choſen friends, 
and other perſons of diſtinction. 

In the ſeventieth year of the captivity of the 
Jews, and the firſt of the reign of Cyrus, king of 
Perſia, he iſſued his famous edit, purporting that 
the God adored by the Iſraelites, was the eternal 
Being through whoſe bounty he enjoyed the regal 
dignity ; and that he had found himſelf honorably 
mentioned by the prophets of ancient date, as the 
perſon who ſhould cauſe Jeruſalem to be rebuilt, 
and reſtore the Hebrews to their former ſtate of 


grandeur, and independency: he therefore 
| gave 
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gave orders for the releaſe of the captives, with 
his permiſſion to return to their own native coun- 
try, to rebuild the city, and the houſe of the Lord. 

The principal people of the tribes of Judah, and 
Benjamin, with the prieſts and levites, immedi- 
ately departed for Jeruſalem ; hut many of the 
Jews determined to remain in Babylon, rather than 
relinquiſh the poſſeſſions they had obtained in that 
city. 
The Jews who accepted the propoſal of Cyrus 
for rebuilding the city and temple, applied them- 
ſelves with the greateſt induſtry to form the foun- 
dations thereof, but had made no conſiderable pro- 
greſs, when application was made, by ſome of the 
neighbouring nations, requeſting the princes and 
governors, who had the direction of the work, to 
prevent further proceedings. The moſt ſtrenuous 
oppoſers of the intended ſtructure were the Chu- 
thites, who reſided on the other ſide of the river, 
and whom Salmanezar, King of Aſlyria, had led 
to repeople Samaria, alter he had expelled the II- 
raelites. 

Conſiderable bribes and flattering promiſes, with 
intimations that awakened their jealouſy of the 
growing power of the Jews, calling to mind their 
grandeur and pride in former tunes, prevailed up- 
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on the princes and rulers to neglect the execution 
of the important undertaking. 

Cyrus being at this time engaged in a war againſt 
the Maſſagetes, was entirely unacquainted with 
the ſuſpenſion of his commands ; he at length fell 
a victim to the rage of war, and the government 
was aſſumed by his ſon Cambyſes, who ſoon after 
his return from the conqueſt of Egypt, died in the 
city of Damaſcus, and the government was trans- 
ferred to the Magi, who held the adminiſtration 
one year; at the expiration of which period, Da- 
rius, the ſon of Hyſtaſpes, was advanced to the 
throne by the ſeven Satrapz, or the heads of the 
ſeven principal Perſian families, with the conſent 
of the people. 

From ancient hiſtory, and the traditions of our 
anceſtors, we learn, that at this time the Jews who 
had been the choſen people of God, had abandon- 
ed themſelves to the moſt diſgraceful ſelfiſhneſs ; 
each one being ardently engaged in amaſling to 
himſelf treaſures, and procuring enjoyments, 
which had no end in view, beyond his own 
perſonal gratification. 

Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai, 
the prophet, ſaying, Is it time for you, O ye, to 

dwell m your ceiled houſes, while this houſe lies 
| waſte ? 
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waſte ? Now therefore, thus ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts, conſider your ways ; ye have ſown much 
and bring in little ; ye eat, but ye have not enough ; 
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink ; ye 
clothe yourſelves, but there is none warm; and 
he that earneth wages, earneth wages to put 1t into 
a bag with holes. Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, 
conſider your ways, go up to the mountain, and 
bring wood, and build the houſe, and I will take 


pleaſure in it. 


Then was ſtirred up the ſpirit of Haggai, the 
prophet; of Joſhua the ſon of Joſedech, the high 
prieſt; of Zerubbabel the ſon of Shealtiel, and of 
all the remnant of the people; and they came and 


did work in the houſe of the Lord of hoſts, their 
God. 


It was at this time that ſome of our moſt ſacred 
and important myſteries, which had long lain hid- 
den in darkneſs, and concealed from the craft, 


were diſcovered and brought to light, by our three 
firſt Grand Maſters of the V. 


Theſe precious rites and ineſtimable ſecrets 
have been handed through a choſen few, unchang- 
ed by time, and uncontrouled by prejudice ; and 
we expett and truſt, they will be regarded by you 

with 
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with the ſame veneration, and tranſmitted with the 
ſame ſcrupulous purity to your ſucceſſors. 

No one that reflects on the ceremonies of gain- 
ing admiſhon into this ſacred place, but muſt be 
forcibly ſtruck with the important leſſons which 
they teach us. 

In the lower degrees of Maſonry we are parti- 
cularly inſtructed in the wiſdom, ſtrength and 
beauty of morality, in this we are taught ſecrecy 
and a veneration of Deity, with every other vir- 
tue, that can adorn human nature.—Here we 
diſcover the ſource of all thoſe virtues which we 
have ſo often been told it is our duty to practiſe, 
Here we have every additional inducement to 
continue to the end, unweary in well doing. And 
here we are bound to each other by the moſt ſacred 
ties, not only to promote each others good, but 
alſo, to prevent every evil, by advice, admonition 
and reproof. a 

As it is our fixed determination as well as our 
duty, that the admiſſion of every companion into 
this chapter, ſhall be attended by the approbation 

of the moſt ſcrutinizing eye, we hope always to 
poſſeſs the ſatisfaction of finding none among us, 

of this ſublime degree, but ſuch as will promote 
to the utmoſt of their power, the great end of our 


inſtitution 
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inſtitution. By paying due attention to this de- 
termination, we expect you will never recommend 
any Brother to this Chapter, but one whoſe abili- 
ties and knowledge of the foregoing degrees you 
can freely vouch for, and whom you do firmly and 
confidently believe will fully conform to the prin- 
ciples of our order, and fulfil the ſacred obligati- 
tions of a Royal Arch Maſon, While ſuch are 
our members, we may expect to be united in the 
ſearch of one object, joined in one ſervice, with- 
out lukewarmneſs, inattention or neglect; but zeal, 
fidelity and affection, will be the diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtics of our Society, and that ſatisfaction, 
harmony and peace will be enjoyed at our meet- 
ings, which can no where elſe be found. 


— * 
Prayer rehearſed during the ceremony of Exaltation 
to the Degree of Royal Arch Maſon. 


Supreme Architect of Univerſal Nature, who, 
by thine Almighty Word, didſt ſpeak into being 


the ſtupendous Arch of Heaven, and for the in- 


ſtruction and pleaſure of thy rational creatures, 
didſt adorn us with greater and leſſer lights; 
thereby magnifying thy power,, and endearing thy 

goodnels 


| 
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goodneſs unto the ſons of men. We humbly 
adore and worſhip thine unſpeakable perfection. 
We bleſs thee that when man had fallen from his 
innocence and his happineſs, thou didſt ſtill leave 
unto him, the powers of reaſoning, and capacity 
of improvement and of pleaſure. We thank thee 
that amidſt the pains and calamities of our preſent 
ſtate, ſo many means of refreſhment and ſatisfaction 
are reſerved unto us while travelling the rugged 
path of life. Eſpecially would we at this time render 
thee our thankſgiving and praiſe for the inſtitution, 
as members of which we are at this time aſſem- 
bled, and for all the pleaſures we have derived 
from it. We thank thee thou didſt firſt incline 
us to ſeek this ſource of improvement ; and parti- 
cularly that the few here aſſembled before thee, 
have been favoured with new inducements, and 
laid under new and ſtronger obligations to vir- 
tue and holineſs. May theſe obligations, Oh bleſs- 
ed Father, have their full effect upon us. Teach 


us, we pray thee, the true reverence of thy great, 


mighty and terrible name. Inſpire us with firm 
and unſhaken reſolution in our holy purſuits. 
Give us grace diligently to ſearch thy word in the 
Book of Nature, wherein the duties of our high 
vocations are inculcated with divine authority, 


May 
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May the ſolemnity of the ceremonies of our inſti- 
tution be duly impreſſed on our minds, and have a 


laſting and happy effect upon our lives. Oh thou 
who didſt aforetime appear unto thy ſervant 
Moſes in a flame of fire out of the midſi of 
a 'buſh, enkindle we beſeech thee, in each 
of our hearts a flame of devotion to thee, of love 
to each other, and of charity to all mankind. May 
all thy miracles and mighty works fill us with the 
dread, and thy goodneſs impreſs us with the love 
of thy holy name. May holineſs to the Lord be 
engraved on all our thoughts, words and actions. 
May the incenſe of piety aſcend continually unto 
thee from the altar of our hearts, and burn day 
and night before thee as a ſacrifice of a ſweet 
ſmelling ſavour, well pleaſing unto thee. And 
ſince ſin has deſtroyed within us the firſt temple 
of purity and innocence, may thy heavenly grace 
guide and aſſiſt us in rebuilding a ſecond temple 
of reformation, and may the glory of this latter 
houſe be greater than the glory of the former, 
Amen, 


— 


CLOSING. 
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CLOSING, 


The Chapter is cloſed with ſolemn ceremonies ; 
after which the following prayer is rehearſed, by 
the Moſt Excellent High Prieſt : 


* By the power of the Supreme High Prieſt 
may we be directed; by his ſtrength may we be 
enabled ; and by the beauty of virtue may we be 
incited, to perform the obligations here enjoined 
on us; to keep inviolably the myſteries here un- 
folded to us, and to practice all thoſe moral duties 
out of the Chapter which we are taught in it, 
So mote it be, Amen.“ 


SECT, 
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SECT. VIII. 


OBSERVATIONS on THE ORDERS or 
KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, axd ENIGHTS 
ox MALTA. 


LTHOUGH theſe degrees compoſe no part 

of the ſyſtem of Maſonry, yet, as they are 

not at preſent conferred on any but Maſons, and, 

as many encampments are eitabliſhed in different 

parts of the world, under the ſanction of Maſons' 

Lodges, it may not be unuſeful to give a ſketch of 
their hiſtory. 

According to the Abbe de Vertot, the order of 
Knights of Malta, who were orignally called Hoſ- 
pitallers of St. John, of Jeruſalem, took its riſe 
about the year 1099; from which time to the year 
1118, their whole employment was works of cha- 
rity, and taking care of the ſick. 

Some time after the eſtabliſhment of this order, 
nine gentlemenfof whoſe names two only remain on 
record, viz. Hugho dePaganis and Godfrey Adelman) 
formed a ſociety to guard and protect the chriſtian 
pilgrims who travelled from abroad to viſit the 
holy ſepulchre. 
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Theſe men were encouraged by the Abbot of 
Jeruſalem, who aſſigned them and their compan- 
ions a place of retreat in a chriſtian church, called 
the church of the holy temple, from which they 
were called Templars, and nat from the temple of 
Jeruſalem : that having been deſtroyed by Titus 
Veſpaſian, 982 years before the ſociety of Templars 


Was inſtituted. 


The ſociety increaſed rapidly, and was much re- 


ſpeed ; but had neither habit, order, or mark 


of diſtinction, for the ſpace of nine years, when 
pope Honorius II, at the requeſt of Stephen, Pa- 


triarch of Jeruſalem, laid down a rule and manner 


of life for them ; and ordained that they ſhould be 
clothed in white; to which garment pope Euge- 
nius III. added a red croſs, to be worn on the 
breaſt, which they promiſed by a ſolemn oath to 
obſerve forever. | 

Incited by the example of the Knights Templars, 
about the year 1118 the Heſpitallers alſo took up 
the profeſſion of arms, .in addition wo their original 
charitable profeſſion ; occupying themſelves at 
one time in attending upon the ſick, and at others 
in acts of hoſtility againſt the Turks and Saracens. 


At this time they took the name of Knights Hoſ- 


pitallers. Both 
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Both Orders flouriſhed and encreaſed daily; but 
that of the templars, though the youngeſt of- the 
two, having from its original eſtabliſhment been 
wholly employed in the profeſſion of arms, was by 
many-eſteemed to be the moſt honourable ; and 
therefore many noblemen, princes, and perſons of 
the higheſt diſtinction, who thought the ſervice of 
tending the-ſick too ſervile an employment, enter- 
ed themſelves amongſt the Knights Templars, in! 
preference to the other order. 

Both orders, for years, generally took the field 
together, and, as well by themſelves as in conjunc- 
tion with the troops of the Cruſades, won 
many battles, -and performed prodigies of valour, 


The emulation, however, which ſubſiſted between 


them often occaſioned warm diſputes, which roſe 
to ſuch a height as produced frequent ſkirmiſhes 
betweerr detached parties of th2 two orders. This 
occaſioned the pope and the reſpective grand 
maſters to interfere 3 who in a great meaſure ſup- 
preſſed theie quarrels; but the knights of the dif- 
ferent orders ever afterward continued to view 
each other with jealous eyes: 

Some time after theſe difficulties were thus par- 
tally ſuppreſſed, the Turks aſſembled a great forc: 


and 
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and drove the whole of the chriſtians out of Palef- 
tine. The laſt fortreſs they had poſſeſhon of was 
that of St. John d' Acre, This was long and brave- 
ly defended by the Knights Templars againſt their 
beſiegers. The Turks, however, at laſt forced 
three hundred knights, being all that remained of 
the garriſon, to take refuge in a ſtrong tower, to 
which alſo the women fled for ſafety: The Turks 
hereupon ſet about undermining it, which they 
in a ſhort time ſo effectually accompliſhed, that the 
knights ſaw, in caſe they held out any longer, they 
mult all inevitably periſh. They therefore capitu- 
lated, ſtipulating, among other things, that the 
honour of their women ſhould not be violated. — 
Upon this, the tower being opened the Turks 
marched in ; but in total breach of the terms of 
capitulation, they immediately began to offer vio- 
lence to the women. 'The enraged knights in- 
ſtantly drew their ſwords, hewed in pieces all the 
Turks who had entered, ſhut the gates againſt 
thoſe which remained without, and reſigned them- 
ſelves to inevitable death, which they ſoon met 
with, by the tower being undermined and thrown 
down upon their heads. 


After 
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After this defeat, the two orders found an aſ- 
ſylum in the iſland of Cyprus; from whence, 
after ſome time, the Knights 'Templars, finding 
their number ſo diminiſhed as to leave no hopes of 
effecting any thing towards the recovery of the 
holy land, without new cruſades (which the chriſ- 
tian princes did not ſeem inclined to ſet on foot) 
returned to their different commanders in the 
various parts of chriſtendom. 

From this time the two orders ſeparated ; the 
Knights Hoſpitallers remained a while at Cyprus, 
from whence they afterwards went to Rhodes, 
and thence to Malta; which name they then af- 
ſumed. The Knights Templars diſperſed them- 
ſelves'throughout all Europe, but till enjoyed 
princely revenues, and were extremely wealthy. 

Vertot ſays, that Pope Boniface the 8th having 
engaged in a warm diſpute with Philip, King of 
France, the two orders, as had too frequently 
happened before, took oppoſite ſides. - The Knights 
of Malta declared in favour of King Philip, whilft 
the Knights Templars eſpouſed the cauſe of the 
Pope. This conduct, Philip, partly from a revenge- 
ful diſpoſition, and partly from the hope of getting 
doſſeſhon of the vaſt wealth of the Knights, never 
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could forgive ; but formed, thenceforward, the 
deſign of ſuppreſſing the order, whenever a proper 
opportunity ſhould offer. This, however, did not 
occur until after the deceaſe of Pope Boniface. 

Immediately on the death of that Pontiff, the 
Cardinals aflembled to cleft his ſucceſſor ; but party 
diſputes ran ſo high in the conclave, that there 
ſeemed no probability of again filling the Papal 
chair very ſpeedily. At length, through the in- 
trigues and machinations of the friends of Philip, 
the Cardinals were all brought to conſent to the 
election of any prieſt that he ſhould recommend 
to them. 

This was the darling object the Monarch had in 
view: this being accompliſhed, he immediately 
ſent for the archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, whoſe am- 
bition he knew hed no bounds, and who would 
heſitate at nothing to gratify it; and communi- 
cated to him the power he had received of nomi- 
nating a perſon to the Papal chair, and promiſing 
be ſhould be the perſon, on his engaging to per- 
form ſix conditions. The archbiſkop greedily 
ſaatched at the bait, and immediately took an oath 
on the ſacrament to the faithful performance of 
the conditions. Philip then laid open to him five 
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of the conditions, but reſerved the ſixth until after 
the archbiſhop's coronation as Pope; which ſoon 
took place in conſequence of the recommendation 
of the King, to the conclave, and the new Pope 
took upon himſelf the name of Clement V, 

Vertot goes on to ſay, that a Templar, who was 
ſaid to have apoſtatized from the Order, and a citi- 
zen of Beziers, having been apprehended for ſome 
crime, and committed together .to a dungeon, for 
want of a prieſt, confeſſed each other. That the 
citizen having heard the 'Templar's confeſſion, in 


order to ſave his own life accuſed the Order to 


King Philip; charging them on the authority of 
what his fellow priſoner had told him, with idola- 
try, ſodomy, robbery, and murder; adding, that 
the Knights 'Templars being ſecretly Mahometans, 
each Knight, at his admiſſion into the order, was 
obliged to renounce Jeſus Chriſt, and to ſpit on 
the croſs in token of his abhorrence of it. Philip, 
on hearing theſe accuſaiions, pardoned the citizen, 
and diſcloſed to the Pope his ſixth condition, which 


was the ſuppreſſion of the order of Knights Tem- 
plars. . + 


Not only every Knight 'Templar muſt know to 
a certainty the abſolute ſalſchood of theſe charges, 


but 
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but every unprejudiced reader of Vertot's hiftory 
muſt alſo perceive that the whole of their accuſa- 
tion was the produce of Philip's own brain, in 
order to accompliſh his long wiſhed for object of 


ſuppreſſing the order, and getting poſſeſſion oft: 


their vaſt riches in his dominions. It is therefore 
evident, that the ſtory of the 'Templar's confeſſion 
was all a forgery, and that the citizen was no 
other than a tool to Philip, who, to enſure his own 
pardon, was prevailed on to make oath of ſuch a 
confeſſion. having been made to him by the Tem- 
plar. 

The hiſtorian proceeds to ſay, that in conſe- 
quence of this accuſation, the Knights Templars 
in France, and other parts of the Pope's domin- 
ions were impriſoned by his order, and put to the 
moſt exquiſite tortures, to make them confeſs 
themſelves guilty- They, however, bore theſe 
tortures with the moſt heroic fortitude, perſiſting 
to the laſt in aſſerting their own - innocence, and 
that of their order. 

In addition to theſe proceedings, Pope Clement, 
in the year 1312, iſſued his bull for the annihila- 
tion of the order of Knights Templars, which he 


cauſed to be publiſhed throughout every country 
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in chriſtendom. He at the ſame time gave their 
poſſeſſions to the Knights of Malta, which appro- 


priation of the Templars eſtates was afſented to by 


moſt of the ſoyereigns in Europe; and there 1s 
now extant, amongſt the Engliſh ſtatutes, an act 
of parliament, whereby, after ſetting forth that the 
order of Templars has been ſuppreſſed, their poſ- 
ſeſſions in England are confirmed to the Knights 
of St. John. 

Vertot, however, further ſays, that in Germany, 
the hiſtorians of that nation relate, that Pope Cle- 
ment, having ſent his bull for aboliſhing the order 
to the archbiſhop of Metey, for, him to enforce, 
that Prelate ſummoned all his clergy together, 
that the publication might be made with greater 
ſolemnity; and that they were ſuddenly ſurpriſed 
by the entry of Wallgruffor Count Sauvage, one 
of the principals of tlie Order, attended by twenty 
other Templars, armed, and in their regular 
habits. 

The Count declared he was not come to do 
violence to any body, but having heard of the 
bull againſt his Order, came to inſiſt that the ap- 
peal which they made from that decree to the 
next Council and the ſucceſſor of Clement, ſhould 

be 
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be received, read, and publiſhed. This he preſſed 
ſo warmly, that the archbiſhop, not thinking it 
proper to refuſe men whom he ſaw armed, com- 
plied. He ſent the appeal afterwards to the 
Pope, who ordered him to have it examined in a 
council of his province. Accordingly a ſynod 
was called, and after a lengthy trial, and various 
formalities, -which were then obſerved, the 'Tem- 
plars of that province-were- declared innocent of- 
the crimes charged upon them. 
Although the Templars were thus declared in- 
nocent, it does not appear that either their poſſeſ- 
ſions or their government, as a diſtinct order, were 
reſtored; but that their eſtates in the German 
Empire were divided between the Knights of 
Malta and the Teutonic Knights; to the firſt of 
which orders, many Knights Templars afterwards 
joined themſelves, This appears altogether pro- 
bable from the following circumſtance, viz. It is 
unqueſtionable, that the habit of the Knights 
Templars was originally white ; but we now ob- 
ſerve they diſtinguiſh - themſelves by the ſame 
colour as the Knights of Malta, viz: Hack, which 
change cannot be accounted for in any other way 


than by an union with the Knights of that order. 
SECT. 
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SECT. IX. 


* 


M order of KxIoH᷑s of the HoLy SEPUL- 
CHRE was inſtituted in the year 1219.— 
Their uniform was a red croſs, and their oath, to 
defend the Sepulchre of Chriſt; upon the extinc- 
tion of this order, many of them joined the 
Knights of Malta. 
The Knacurts of 'Turtons, or ALLEMAGNE, 
wore a white garment, with a black croſs. 
The KniGcuTs of CAaLaTRAVA, a black garment 
with a red-croſs on the breaſt. 
The K NICHTS of ALcanNTRAYV4, a green crols. 
The ExicuTs of the REDEMPTION wore a 
white garment, with a black croſs. 
The KnicauTs of CarisT wore a black garment, 
with a double croſs. 
The KnicuTs of the MoTarr of CHRIST, a 
little red croſs, reflected with gold. 
The KnicuTs of Lazarus wore a green croſs 
on the breaſt. | 
The KNICHIs of the STAR wore a ſtar on their 
hats. 
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The Knicarts of the BAND wore a band of three 
fingers width, faſtened on the feft ſhoulder, and 
brought over the breaſt, under the right arm. 

The Knicnrrs of the AxNUMNCiation of the 
Vircixn Mary wore a collar made cf plates of 
gold and Giver, wich a picture of the Virgin Mary, 
pendant thereto, | 

The Kracurs of ST. Mic ati, wore a chain of 
gold, woven like little thells, and a picture of St. 
Michacl pendant thereto. 

The Kmchrs of ST. STEPHEN wore à black 
garment, with a red croſs. 

The Kmicurs of the HoLy Gnosr wore 2 
dove, on the middle of a croſs. | 

All theſe orders of Knighthood are but of yeſter- 
day, compared to Free Maſonry, and fall far ſhort 
of the beauty, harmony, univerſality, and utility 
of that noble inſtitution. 
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SKETCH or TxE HISTORY os MASONRY 


IN AMERICA. 


REEMASONS' lodges in America are but 

of recent date. According to the beſt infor- 
mation that can be procured, the firit regular 
lodge was not eſtabliſhed until the year 8733; 
which was in the then Province of 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
ST. JonN's GrRanD LoDGE. 

Upon application of a number of Brethren re- 
fiding in Boſton, a warrant was granted by the 
"ME 8 Right 
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Right Honorable and Moſt Worſhipful, Ax Ro- 
Ny, Lord Viſcount MonTacus, Grand Maſter of 
Maſons in England, dated the 3oth of April, 1733, 
appointing the Right Worſhipful Henry Price, 
Grand Maſter in North America, with full power 
and authority to appoint his deputy, and other 
maſonic officers neceſſary for forming a Grand 
Lodge; and alſo to conſtitute Lodges of Free and 
Accepted Maſons, as often as occaſion ſhould re- 


quire. 


In conſequence of this commiſſion, the Grand 
Maſter opened a Grand Lodge in Boſton, on the 
Zoth of July, 1733, in due form, and appointed 
the Right Worſhipful Andrew Belcher, Deputy- 
Grand Maſter; the Worſhipful Thomas Kennelly, 
and John Quann, Grand-Wardens. Thus formed, 
upon application made by eighteen Brethren of the 
Craft, they conſtituted a regular Lodge in Boſton, 
by the name of St. John's Lodge; after which a 
Maſters Lodge, a ſecond St, John's Lodge, and 
another by the name of the Riſing Sun Lodge; 
all in the ſame place. | 
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Since their organization, this Grand Lodge have 


following places, viz. 


granted warrants of conſtitution. to Lodges in- the 


Portſmouth, N, H.. Salem, 
Charleſton, 8. C. Virginia, 
Antigua, Surinam, 
d Newfoundland, St. Chriſtopher's, 
d Newport, R. I. Barbadoes, 
* Annapolis, Maryland, Elizabethtown, Maryl. 
New-Haven, Hartford, 
F New-London, Weſterly, 
. Middletown, Falmouth, 
4 Crown Point, Pitt County, N. C. 
| Providence, R. I. Newburg, 
{ Louiſbourg, St. John's, Newt. 
Maſter's Lodge, R. I. Wallingford, 
Quebeck, Nantucket, 
. Halifax, Guilford, 
; Marblehead, Princeton, N. ]. 
| Norwich, 


MaAasSA4CHUSETTS. 
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MassacnustETTs GRAND LoDGE. 
In 1755 a number of Brethren reſiding in Boſton, 
who were Ancient Maſons, in conſequence of a 
petition to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, received 
a deputation, dated Nov. 30, 1752, from SHoLTo 
CaarLEes DovcLas, Lgrd Aberdour, then Grand 
Maſter, conſtituting them a regular Lodge, under 
the title of S?. Andrew's Lodge, No. 82, to be 
holden at Boſton. 


This eſtabliſhment was diſcouraged and oppoſed 


by the St. John's Grand Lodge, who thought their 


privileges infringed by the Grand Lodge of Scot- 
land; they therefore refuſed to have any intercourſe 


with St. Andrew's Lodge, for ſeveral years. 


The proſperous ſtate of St. Andrew's Lodge 
ſoon led its members to make great exertions for 
the eſtabliſhment of an ancient Grand Lodge, in 
America; which was ſoon effected in Boſton, by 


the aſſiſtance of three travelling Lodges, belonging 


to the Britiſh army, who were ſtationed there. 
Dec. 27, 1769, The feſtival of the Evangeliſt 
was celebrated in due form. When the brethren 
were afſembled, a commiſſion from the Right 
Honorable and Moſt Worſhipful GEORCR, Earl 
of 
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of Dalhouſe, Grand Maſter of Mafons in Scotland, 
dated the 3oth of May, 1769, appointing Joſeph 
Warren to be Grand Maſter of Maſons in Boſton, 
and within one hundred: miles of the ſame, was 
read, and he was, according to ancient uſage, duly 
inſtalled into that office. 'The Grand Maſter then 
appointed and inſtalled the other Grand Officers, 
and the Grand Lodge was at this time completely 
organized. 


Between this period and the year 1791, this 
Grand Lodge granted warrants of conſtitution for - 
Lodges to be holden in the following places, viz. 


Tyrean, Gloceſter, One in the ſtate of N. V. 
Maſſachuſetts, Boſton, King Hiram's, Darby,C. 
St. Peters, Newburyport, KingSolomon's,Charleſ- 


Berkſhire, Stockbridge, . [town, Maſl. 
Trinity, Lancaſter, | Hampſhire Lodge, 

United States, Danvers, . [Northampton, . 
Warren, Machias, Riſing Sun, Keene, N H. 
Unity, Ipſwich, . North Star, Mancheſter, | 
Eſſex, Salem, Friendſhip, Williamſt. 
Friendſhip, Boſton, Columbia, Norwich, 
Amity, Beverly, Frederick, Farmington, , 


82 Waſhington,, 
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Waſhington, in the army, Faithful, Charleſtown, 
St. Patrick's, Portſmouth, LN. Hamp. 
Colcheſter, Connecticut, Dartmouth, Hanover, 
Litchfield, ditto, Harmonic, for 3 years 
Corniſh, in Vermont, [in Boſton. 

In the year 1773, a commiſſion was received 
ſrom the Right Honorable and Moſt Worſhipful 
PaTRICk, Earl of Dumfries, Grand Maſter of 
Maſons in Scotland, dated March 3, 1772, ap- 
pointing the Right Worſhipful Joſeph Warren, 
Eſq. Grand Maſter of Maſons for the Continent 
of America. | 

In 1775, the meetings of. the Grand Lodge, 
were ſuſpended, by the town of Boſton becoming a 
garriſon. 

At the battle of Bunkers Hill, on the 17th of 
June, this year, Maſonry and the Grand Lodge 
met with a heavy loſs, in the death of Grand 
Maſter WARREN, who was ſlain, contending for 


the liberties of his Country. 


Soon after the evacuation of Boſton by the Britiſh 
army, and previous to any regular communication, 


the brethren, influenced by a pious regard to the 
be memory 
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memory of the late Grand Maſter, were induced 
to ſearch for his body, which had been rudely and 
indiſcriminately buried on the field of flaughter. 
They accordingly repaired to the place, and, by 
direction of a perſon who was on the ground at the 
time of his burial, a ſpot was found where the 
earth had been recently turned up. Upon re- 
moving the turf, and opening the grave, which 
was on the brow of a hill, and adjacent to a ſmall 
cluſter of ſprigs, the remains were diſcovered, in a 
mangled condition, but were eafily aſcertained ;* 
and, being decently raiſed, were conveyed to the 
State-Houſe in Boſton : from whence, by a large 
and reſpectable number of Brethren, with the late 
Grand Officers, attending in proceſhon, they were 
carried to the ſtone chapel, where an animated 
eulogium was delivered by Brother Perez Morton, 
The body was then depoſited in the filent vault, 
« without a ſculptured ſtone, to mark the ſpot ; 
but as the whole earth is the ſepulchre of illuſ- 
trious men, his fame, his glorious actions, are en- 


graven 


NOTE. 
* By an artificial tooth, 
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graven on the tablet of univerſal remembrance ; 
and will ſurvive marble monuments, or local in- 
ſcriptions.” | 

1777, March 8: The Brethren who had been 
diſperſed in conſequence of the war, being now 
generally collected, they aſſembled to take into 
conſideration the ſtate of Maſonry. Being de- 
prived of their chief by the melancholy death of 
their Grand Maſter, as before mentioned, after 
due conſideration, they proceeded to the form- 
ation of a Grand Lodge, and elected and inſtalled 
the Moft Worſhipful Joſeph Webb, their Grand 
Maſter. 


1783, January 3, a committee was appointed 
to draught reſolutions explanatory of the power 
and authority of this Grand Lodge. On the 24th 
of June following, the committee reported as fol- 
lows, viz. | | 

„The committee appointed to take into conſi- 
deration the conduct of thoſe Brethren who aſ- 
ſume the powers and prerogatives of a Grand 
Lodge, on the ancient eſtabliſhment, in this place, 
and examine the extent of their authority and 

juriſdicton, 
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juriſdiction, together with the powers of any other 
ancient maſonic inſtitution within the ſame, beg 


leave to report the reſult of their examination, 
founded on the following facts: viz. 


« That the commiſſion from the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland granted to our late Grand Maſter 
Joſeph Warren, Eſq. haviag died with him, and 
of courſe his Deputy, whoſe appointment was 
derived from his nomination, being no longer in 
exiſtence, they ſaw themſelves without a head, 
and without a ſingle Grand Officer; and of con- 
ſequence it was evident, that not only the Grand 
Lodge, but all the particular Lodges under its 
juriſdiction muſt ceaſe to aſſemble, the Brethren 
be diſperſed, the pennyleſs go unaſſiſted, the Craft 
languiſh, and ancient Maſonry be extinct in this 
part of the world. 


& That in conſequence of a ſummons from the 
former Grand Ofkcers to the Maſters and Wardens 
of all the regular conſtituted Lodges, a grand 
communication was held, to conſult and adviic on 
ſome means to preſerve the intercourſe of the 
Brethren. 

« That 
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« 'That the political head of this country having 
deſtroyed all connexion and correſpondence be- 
tween the ſubjects of theſe States and the country 
from which the Grand Lodge originally derived 
its commiſſioned authority, and the principles of 
the Craft, inculcating on its profeflors ſubmiſſion to 
the commands of the civil authority of the country 
they reſide in; the Brethren did afſume an elect- 
ive ſupremacy, and under it choſe a Grand Maſter 
and Grand Officers, and erected a Grand Lodge, 
with independent powers and prerogatives, to be 
exerciſed however on principles conſiſtent with and 
ſubordinate to the regulations pointed out in the 
conſtitutions of ancient Maſonry. 

« 'That the reputation and utility of the Craft, 
under their juriſdiction, has been molt extenſively 
diffuſed, by the flouriſhing ſtate of fourteen lodges 
conſtituted by their authority, within a ſhorter pe- 
riod than that in which zhree only received diſpen- 
ſations under the former Grand Lodge. 

„That in the hiſtory of our Craft we find, that 
in Englaiid there are two Grand Lodges independ- 


ent of each other; in Scotland the ſame; and in 


Leland their Grand Lodge and Grand Maſter are 


independent 
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independent either of England or Scotland. It is 
clear that the authority of ſome of their Grand 
Lodges originated in aſſumption; or otherwiſe, 
they would acknowledge the head from whence 
they derived, h 

« Your committee are therefore of opinion, that 
the doings of the preſent Grand Lodge were dic- 
tated by principles of the cleareſt neceſlity, founded 
in the higheſt reaſon, and warranted by precedents 
of the moſt approved authority. 

« And they beg leave to recommend the follow- 
ing reſolutions to be adopted by the Grand Lodge, 
and engrafted into its conſtitutions. 

« T, That the Brethren of the Grand Lodge, in 
aſſuming the powers and prerogatives of an inde- 
pendent Grand Lodge, acted from the moſt laud- 
able motives, and conſiſtently with the principles 
which ought forever to govern Mafons, viz. the 
benefit of the Craft, and the good of mankind, and 
are warranted in their proceedings by the practice 
of ancient Maſons in all ages of the world.“ 

« II. That 


NOTE. 
* ee Calcut, page 107. Maſon's Pocket Com- 


penion, Pa ge 92. 
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6 Il. That this Grand Lodge be hereaſter 
known and called by the name of *The Maſſachu- 
ſetts Grand Lodge of Ancient Maſons 3” and that 
it is free and independent in its government and 
official authority of any other Grand Lodge or 
Grand Maſter in the Univerſe. 

66 III. That the power and authority of the ſaid 
Grand Lodge be conſtrued to extend throughout 
the Commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts, and to any 
of the United States where none other is erected, 
over ſuch Lodges -only as this Grand Lodge has 
conſtituted, or ſhall conſtitute. 


c IV. That the Grand Maſter for the time 
being be deſired to call in all charters which were 
held under the juriſdiction of the late Grand Maf- 
ter, Joleph}Warren, Eſq. and to return the ſame 
with an endorſement thereon, expreſſive of their 


recognition of the power and Oy: of this 
Grand Lodge. 


& V. That no perſon or perſons ought, or can, 
conſiſtently with the rules of ancient Maſonry, uſe 
or exerciſe the powers or prerogatives of an ancient 
Grand Maſter, or Grand Lodge, to wit, to give 
power to erect Lodges of ancient Maſonry, make 

Maſons, 
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Maſons, appoint ſuperior or Grand Officers, re- 
ceive dues, or do any thing which belongs to the 
powers or prerogatives of an ancient Grand Lodge, 
within any part of the Commonwealth of Maſla- 
chuſetts, the rightful and appropriated limits to 
which, the authority of this Grand Lodge forever 
hereafter extends.” 

1791, Dec. 5. A committee was appointed, 
agreeably to a vote of the ad of March, 1787, 
« to confer with the officers of St. John's Grand 
Lodge, upon the ſubject of a compleat Maſonic 
union throughout this Commonwealth.” 

On the 5th of March, 1792, the committee 
brought in their report, and preſented a copy of 
the laws and conſtitution, for aſſociating and 
uniting the two Grand Lodges, as agreed to by 
St. John's Grand Lodge, which being read and 
deliberately conſidered, was unanimouſly ap- 
proved of. 

June 19, 1792. The officers and members of 
the two Grand Lodges met in conjunction, agree- 
ably to previous arrangements, and inſtalled the 
Moſt Worſhipful John Cutler, Grand Maſter ; 
and reſolved, «That this Grand Lodge, organized 
as aforeſaid, ſhall forever hereafter be known by 

= the 
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the name of The Grand Lodge of the Moft Ancient 
and Honravle Society of Free and Accepted Maſons 
fer the Commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts. 

All the Ledges in this Commonwealth are now 
under the juriſdiction of this. Grand Lodge, ex- 
_ cept St. Andrew's Lodge of Boſton, who hold 
their meetings under the ancient warrant from 
Scotland. This warrant was granted to Col. 


William Burbeck and others, on the 13th Nov. 


1756, by Sholto, Charles Douglas, Lord Aber- 
dour, then Grand Maſter of Maſons in Scotland. 


DS e e 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

On the 24th of June, 1734, upon the petition 
of ieveral Brethren reſiding in Philadciphia, a war- 
rant of conſlitution was granted by the Grand 
Lodge in Bofton, for holding a Lodge in that 
place; appointing the Right Worſhipful Benjamin 
Franklin their firſt Maſter; which is the beginning 
of Maſonry in Pennſylvania. 

In 1786, the officers of the feveral Lodges in 
Pennſylvania aſſembled, and erected an independ- 
ent Grand Lodge. The following is an extract 
irom the warrauts granted by ths preſent Grand 

Lodge 
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Lodge of Pennſylvania, in 1797, which will ſully 
ſh:w the origin and preſent eſtabliſhment of that 
body, viz. 

e Whereas the Right Worſhipful Grand Lodge 
of England did, by a Grand Warrant, under the 
Heal of the ſaid Grand Lodge, bearing date june 
20th, 1764, A. L. 5764, appoint the R. W. 
William Bell, Grand Maſter; the R. W. Blaith- 
wait Jones, Deputy G. M. the R. W. David Hall, 
8. G. W. and the R. W. Hugh Lenox, J. G. W. 
of a Grand Lodge to be holden in Pennſylvania. 

« And whereas the Right Worſhipful William 
Adcock, Eſq. Grand Maſter; the Right Wor- 
ſhipful Mr. Alezander Rutherford, Deputy Grand 
Maſter ; the Right Worſhipful Jonathan Bayard 
Smith, Eſq. Senior Grand Warden; the Right 
Worſhipful Mr. Joſeph Dean, Junior Grand War- 
den, legal ſucceſſors of the abovementioned Grand 
Officers, as by the Grand Lodge books may appear, 
together with the Officers and Repreſentatives of 
a number of regular Lodges under their juriſdie- 
tion, duly appointed and ſpecially authorized ; as 
alſo by and with the advice and conſent of ſeveral 
_ other Lodges, by their letters expreſſed, did, at 
2 Grand quarterly communication, holden in the 

Grand 
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Grend Lodge room in the city of Philadelphia, 
on the 25th day of September, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-ſix, after mature and ſerious 
G& liberation, unanimouſly reſolve, © That it is im- 


proper that the Grand Lodge of Pennſylvania 


ſhould remain any longer under the authority of 
any foreign Grand Lodge.” And the ſaid Grand 
Lodge did then cloſe, fine die. 

c And whereas all the Grand Officers of the ſaid 
late Provincial Grand Lodge, together with the 
officers and repreſentatives of a number of Lodges 
of Pennſylvania, did, on the ſaid 25th day of Sep- 
tember, 1786, meet in the room of the ſaid late 
Provincial Grand Lodge, and according to the 
powers and authority to them entruſted, did form 
themſelves into a grand convention of Maſons, to 
deliberate on the proper method of forming a 
Grand Lodge, totally independent from all foreign 
juriſdiction. 

And whereas the ſaid Grand Convention did 
then and there unanimouſly reſolve, that the Lodges 
under the juriſdiction of the Grand Lodge of Penn- 


| Tylvania, aforeſaid, lately holden as Provincial 


Grand Lodge, under the authority of the Grand 


Lodge of England, ſhould, and they did form 


themſelves 
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themſelves into a Grand Lodge, to be called, The 
Grand Lodge of Perinſylvania and maſonic furiſdie- 
tion tHereunts belonging, io be beld in the ſaid city 
of Philadelphia.” 

The Grand Lodge of this State has granted 
ſeventy-three warrants from the time of their eſtab- 
liſnment to the preſent year, 1797. 


* 


— OC — 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


On the 24th of June, 1734, a warrant was 
granted by the Right Worthipful St. John's 
Lodge in Bofton, on the petition of ſeveral Bre- 
thren reſiding at Portſmouth, ſor conſtituting a 
Lodge in that place, by the name of The Holy 


Lodge of St. John.” 


The Maſachuſetts Grand Lodge have granted 
warrants for holding Lodges in this State, in the 
following places, viz. 

St. Patrick's Lodge, in Portſmouth, 

Riſing Sun Lodge, in Keene, 

The Faithful Lodge, in Charleſtown, 

Dartmouth Lodge, in Hanover, 


TA. 30 UTE. 
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SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

In the year 1735, ſundry Brethren went from 
Boſton to Charleſton, in South-Carolina, where, 
with the Brethren they found there, they formed 
a Lodge, from which ſprung Maſonry in that State. 


R HODE-ISLAND. 

December 27, 1749, a warrant was granted by 
the Right Worſhipful Grand Lodge in Boſton, 
for conſtituting a regular Lodge to be holden in 
Newport. 

January 18, 1757, a warrant was granted by 
the ſame Grand Lodge, for holding a lodge in Pro- 
vidence. 

March 20, 1759, a Lodge of Maſter Maſons, 
who had for ſome time congregated at Newport, 
were, at their deſire, confirmed in the privileges 
to ſuch a Lodge appertaining. 


— S 2 — 


CONNECTICUT. 
The following Lodges in this State received their 
warrants from Sr. John's Grand Lodge of Boſton, 


viz. 
Hiram 


r 
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Hiram Lodge, New- Haven, Auguſt 12, 1750. 
New-London, Jan. 12, 1753. 
Middletown, February 4, 1754. 
Wallingsford, April 28, 1769. 
Guildford, July 10, 1771. 

The following Lodges received their warrants 

from the Maſſachuſetts Grand Lodge, viz. # 

Colchefter, January 12, 1781. 

Litchfield, May-22, 1781. 

Darby, January 3, 1783. 

Columbia Lodge, Norwich, July 23, 1785. 

Frederic Lodge, Farmington, Sept. 18, 1787. 


—O:O; fc 


MAR YLAND. 


Auguſt 12, 1750, The Right Worſhipful St. 
John's Grand Lodge in Boſton granted a warrant 
to conſtitute a Lodge, to be holden at Annapolis, 
in this State. 


— OO TE es — 


| NEW-YORK. 
The following is a liſt of the officers of the 


Grand Lodge of this State, elected on the firſt 


Wedneſday in June, 1796. 
The 
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- The Moſt Worſhipful the Honorable Peter R. 
Livingſton, Eſq. Chancellor of the State, Grand 
Maſter, | 

The Right Worſhipful Jacob Morton, Eſq. 


Deputy Grand Maſter. 


The R. W. James Scott, Eſq. Senior Grand 
Warden. 


The R. W. Dewitt Clinton, . Junior 


Grand Warden. 
The R. W. John Abrams, Grand Secretary. 
The R. W. Martin Hoffman, Eſq. Grand Trea— 


ſurer. 


There are ſixty- three Lodges within the juriſ- 
diction of this Grand Ledge; eleven of which are 
in, the city of New-York, and three in the city of 


Albany. 0 


1 OE . — 


NORTH-CAROLINA. 
October 2, 1767. A diſpenſation was granted 
by the Grand Lodge in Boſton, to the Right 


Worſtipful Thomas Cooper, Maſter of Pitt-Coun- 


ty Lodge, in North-Carolina, conſtituting him 
Deputy Grand Maſter of that Province. He was 


commiſſioned with power to congregate all the 
Brethren 
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Brethren then reſiding, or that ſhould afterwards 


reſide in ſaid Province, into one or more Lodges, 
as he ſhould think fit. 


— S p 55G — 


VERMONT. 
A warrant was granted by the Maſſachuſetts 
Grand Lodge, ſor erecting a Lodge in Corniſh, in 
this State, dated November 8, 1781. 
January 19, 1785, The ſame Grand Lodge 
granted a warrant for holding a Lodge in Man- 
cheſter, by the name of the North Star Lodge.“ 


NOVA-SCOTIA. 

In 1740, the Right Worſhipful Grand Lodge, 
holden at Boſton, granted a deputation for forming 
a Lodge at Annapolis, in Nova Scotia; and ap- 
pointed the Right Worſhipful Eraſmus James 
Phillips, Deputy Grand Maſter there, who after- 
wards ere ted a Lodge at Halifax, and appointed 


his Excellency Edward Cornwallis, their firſt 
Maiter. 


In 1746, Dec. 24, the Grand Lodge in Boſton 


granted a deputation for holding a Lodge in New- 
toundland. 


Within 


W a 


2 E ; Yo Sa * 
. Arun. 4 do. mm EDI. cc 


214 ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Within a few years paſt Grand Lodges have been 
eſtabliſhed in moſt of the States, but not having 
been able to obtain correct information from all 
of them, in ſeaſon for this publication, it muſt be 
deferred until the next edition, 


— S Sr 


CHAPTERS os ROYAL ARCH MASON 
IN AMERICA. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


The oldeſt Chapter of Royal Arch Maſons we 
have been able to get information of, is that holden ÞÞ 
at Boſton, in St. Andrew's Lodge. This Chapter 
was firſt formed about the year 1764. | 

The officers for the year 1797, are, 

Benjamin Hurd, jun. M. E. H. P. 

Brother Soley, M. E. K. 

Thomas Dakin, M. E. 8. 

Brother William Woart, G. Secretary. 


There is a Chapter recently opened at Newbury, 
in this State. 


CONNECTICUT. 
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CONNECTICUT. 


In this State are five Chapters, viz. 
Colcheſter, Franklin, No. 1, 
New-Haven, Franklin No. 2, 
Derby, Waſhington, 


Middletown, 
Newtown. 
NEW-YORK. 
The “ Old Chapter,” in the city of New-York, 
Waſhington Chapter, ditto, 


Montgomery Chapter, Stillwater, 
Temple Chapter, Albany, 
Hudſon Chapter, Hudſon, 
Herkemer Chapter, Herkemer, 


PENNSY LVANIA. 


The ſeveral Chapters in this State have lately 
holden a general convocation by their officers, and 
have formed a „ Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Maſons for the State of Pennſylvania.” 

The Chapters at preſent in this State are as 
follow, Viz, 


Royal 
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Royal Arch Chapter, No. 3, Philadelphia, 
Ditto, 57, ditto, 
* Ditto, 72, ditto, 
= Ditto, No. White Horſe, Cheſter County, 
1 Ditto, No. Harriſburgh, 
3 Ditto, No. Carliſle. 
| VIRGINIA. 
73 Chapter of Royal Arch Mafons, Richmond, 
| bi Ditto, Cabbin Point. 
if r SD 
5 ENCAMPMENTS or KNIGHTS TEM DL ARs. 
5 Grand Encampment, Philadelphia, 
vi Encampment No. 1, Ditto, 
Ditto, No. ditto, 
Ditto, No. Harriſburgh, Penn. 
Ditto, No. Carlile, do. 
7 Ditto, No. Stillwater, N. V. 
1 Ditto, No. City of New-York. 
'} The Officers of this Encampment for 1796, were, 


Jacob Morton, Eſq. Grand Maſter, 
John Abrams, Generaliſſimo, 
Martin Hoffman, Captain General. 
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PREFACE. 
— — 


IHE IXxETr ABER DEGREES of MAsOoNRV, 

the Hiſtory and Charges of which are con- 

tained in the following pages, are as ancient, (it 

is alledged) as the time of king Solomon; the 

proof of which, is probably known only to thoſe 
who are profeſſors of the degrees. 

The general deſign of this part of the work, is 
to preſerve the Hiſtory and Charges of the ſeveral 
Ineffable Degrees from falling into oblivion ; 
with which they have been long threatened, as 
well from the ſmall number of conventions of 
M aſons who poſſeſs them, as from the little atten- 
tion that has been paid to their meetings of late 
years. 

It will alſo ſerve to convince Maſons who poſſeſs 
the Degrees treated of in the firſt part of this work, 
that there is a total difference between thoſe and 
the Ineffable Degrees ; for it is a circumſtance, 
neceſſary to be known, that there is no part of 

theſe 
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theſe degrees, that have any reſemblance to the 
fourth, fifth, ſixth or ſeventh degrees beforementi- 
oned, or that have any reference or alluſion to 
any of the circumſtances on which thoſe degrees 
were founded. But notwithſtanding this differ- 
ence, it will clearly appear, from the account here 
given of the Ineffable Degrees, that much ingenuity 
is diſplayed in their formation; that their deſign 
is noble, benevolent and praiſeworthy; and, that 
the inſtitution was intended for the glory of the 
Deity and the good of mankind. 


DEPT, 1797. 
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Obſervations on the Degree of 
SECRET MASTER. 


— 


HE Lodge of Secret Maſters is ſpread with 
Black. The Maſter repreſents Solomon, 
coming to the Temple to elect ſeven Experts. He 
is ſtiled, Moſt Powerful. 
There is only one Warden, who is called Adoni- 
ram; after him who had the inſpection of the 
workmanſhip done at Mount Libanus; he was 


the firſt made Secret Maſter. 


V 2 Solomon 
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which are raiſing to the Divinity.—The Eye upon 
your Apron is to remind you to hove a careful 
watch over the conduct of the Craft in general. 


The Lodge is eloſcd by the Myſterious number. 
—OO,_<eOO 


Obſervations on the Degree of 
PERFECT MASTER, 


HE Lodge of Perfect Maſters is hung with 
Green tapeſtry, on eight columns, four on 
each fide, placed at equal diſtances; to be illumina- 
ted with fixte21 lights, placed at the four cardinal 
points. A table before the Canopy covered with 
Black. —The R. W. and reſpeCtable Maſter re- 
preſents the noble Adoniram, being the ſirſt that 
was clected 8. M. becauſe 8. choſe him the firſt 
of the Seven. He commanded the works of the 
Temple before H. A. arrived at Jeruſalem, and af- 
terwards had the inſpection of the works at Mount 
Livanus.—He is decorated with the ornaments of 
Perfection, and is a Prince of Jeruſalem, with 
thoſe decorations. — He ocupies the place of S8. in 
the eaſt under the Canopy, | 
There 
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There is only one Warden, who repreſents 
Stockin, in the function of Inſpector, with the orna- 


ments of his higheſt Degrees, which he received in 
the Welt. 


The aſſiſtants being at leaſt Perfect Maſters, 
ought to be decorated with a large green ribbon 
hung to the neck, with a jewel ſuſpended there- 
to, being a compaſs extended to 60 Degrees, 


The Brethren all have aprons of white leather 
with green flaps ; on the middle of the apron muſt 
be embroidered a ſquare ſtone, ſurrounded by three 
circles, with the letter P in the center. 


After a Candidate is duly examined in the pro- 
ficiency he has made in the foregoing degree, he is 


regularly introduced, and 1s thus addrefſed by the 
M. P.—My Brother, 


It is my deſire to draw you from your vicious 
life, and by the favor I have received from the moſt 
powerſul of kings, I raiſe you to the degree of 
Perfect Maſter, on condition that you ſtrictly ad- 
here to what ſhall be preſented to you by our Laws. 


The 


r 


[- 
, 

1 
* 
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The ceremonies, &c. of this degree, were origi- 
nally eſtabliſhed as a grateful tribute of reſpect, to 
the memory of a deparced worthy Brother. 

The Lodge is cioſed by four times four. 


— OC EE —— 


Obſerva'ions en the Degree of 
ILLUSTRIOUS SECRETARY. 


HE Lodge of I. S. is furniſhed with black 

hangings, and repreſents the hall of audience 

of Solomon. It ſhould be enlightened with 27 

lights, in three candleſticks of nine branches each, 
placed E. W. and 8. 

This Lodge conſiſts of two perſons only; who 
repreſent S. and H. K. of T. They are covered 
with blue mantles, lined with ermine, with crowns 
on their heads, ſceptres in their hands, and ſeated 

at a table, on which are placed, two naked ſwords, 
a roll of parchment, and a death's head. 

All the reſt of the Brethren are conſidered only 
as Perfect Maſters, and are termed the guards, 
They ſhould have white Aprons, lined and em- 
broidered with a blood colour, with ſtrings of the 

ſame ; 
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{ame ; and ribbons of the ſame colour round their 
necks, to which muſt be ſuſpended, hanging on 
the breaſt, a ſolid Triangle. 


CHARGE to a new made ILLUSTRIOUSSECRETARY. 
My BroTHER, 

I receive you an Illuſtrious Secretary on your 
promiſe to be faithful to the order in which you 
have juſt now entered. We hope, Brother, that 
your fidelity will be proof to every trial ; and that 
this ſword, with which we arm you, will defend 
you from the attacks of thoſe, who may try to ex- 
tort from you thoſe ſecrets, which we are now 
about to confer upon you. 


SE Hu 2 © 
Solomon had agreed with the king of Tyre, in 


return for the materials taken from mount Leba- 
non, and thoſe drawn from the quarries of Tyre, 
made uſe of in conſtructing the Temple (in part 
payment of which, he had already furniſhed him 
with a meaſure of Oil, Honey and Wheat) to have 
given him a Province in Galilea, of thirty Cities, 
immediately after the Temple was compleated. 


A year 
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A year had elapſed before this was complied 
with on the part of Solomon; and when Hiram 
went to viſit his newly acquired territory, lie found 
the lands poor, the people rude, uncultivated, and 
of bad morals; and that the keeping of it would 
be attended with more expence than profit, He 
therefore went in perſon to Solomon, to complain 
of the deceit. Being arrived, he made his entry 
through the guards, in the court, and went haſtily 
to the king's apartment, 


The countenance of the king of Tyre was fo 
expreſſive of anger, as he entered, one of Solomon's 
favourites, named Joabert perceived it, and appre- 
henſive of the conſequence, followed him to the 
door to liſten, —H. obſerving him ran and ſeized 
upon him, and delivered him into the cuſtody of 
the guards ; however, by the interceſſion of Solo- 
mon (who repreſented, that Joabert was, of all 
thoſe about the Temple, moſt attached to him; 
and that his intentions could not have been evil) 
Hiram agreed to pardon him; and before they 
parted, renewed their former friendſhip, and con- 
cluded a treaty ef perpetual alliance, which was 

ſigned 
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ſigned by them, and to which Joabert was Illuſtri- 


ous Secretary. \ 


This Lodge is cloſed by 3 times g. 
—OCO Occ — 


Ob/ervations on the Degree of 
PROVOST and JUDGE. 


HIS Lodge is adorned with red, and lighted 

by five great lights; one in each corner, and 

one in the center. The Maſter is placed in the 

Eaſt, under a blue canopy, ſurrounded with ſtars, 

and is ſtiled, Thrice Illuſtrious. He repreſents 

Tito Prince Harodim, the eldeſt of the P. M. and 

I S. firſt grand Warden, and Inſpector of the 

three hundred Architects; whoſe office was to 
draw plans for the workmen.— 

After the Candidate is introduced in due form, 


the Maſter thus addreſſes him: 
Reſpectable Brother, 

It gives me joy, that I am now about to recom- 
penſe your zeal and attachment to the inſtitution 
of Maſonry, by appointing you Provoſt and Judge, 

W over 
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over all the works of this Lodge; and, as we are 


well aſſured of your prudence and diſeretion, we 
without tlie leaſt heſitation entruſt you with a moſt 
important Secret. We expect you will do your 
duty in the degree to which you will now be eli- 
vated, as you have done in thoſe already taken.— 

He is then decorated with a golden key ſuſpend- 
ed by a red Ribbon, and an apron with a pocket in 
its center. 


The intention of Solomon in forming this De- 
gree, was to ſtrengthen the means of preſerving or- 
der among ſuch a vaſt number of craſtſmen. Jo- 
abert being honoured with the intimate confidence 
of his king, received this new mark of diſtinction, 


Solomen firſt created Tito, Prince Harodim, 
Adoniram, and Abda his father, Provoſts and 
Judges, and gave them orders to initiate Joabert, 
his favorite, into the ſecret myſteries of this de- 
gree; and to give him the keys of all the building. 


Lodge is cloſed by 4 and 1, 


. OO — 
Ob/ervations 
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Obſervations on the Degr ce of 


INTENDANT or THE BUILDINGS, on 
MASTER IN ISRAEL. 


HIS Lodge is decorated with red hangings, 

and illuminated with twenty-leven lights; 

diitributed by three times nine round the Lodge. 

There muſt be alſo five other great lights on the 

Altar before the moit Puiffant, who repreſents So- 
lomon, ſeated with a ſceptre in his hand. 

The firſt Warden, called Inſpector, repreſents 
the moſt illuſtrious Tito Harodim ; ſecond War- 
den repreſents Adoniram, the Son of Abda; all 
the reſt are ranged angularly.— The moſt Puiſſant, 
and all the Prethren, are decorated with a large red 
Ribbon, from the right ſhoulder to the left hip, to 
which is ſuſpended a triangle faſtened by a ſmall 
green ribbon.— On one fide of the triangle are en- 
graved the words, BExcnoriM, ACHARD, and 
Jachixaf; on the reverſe, Jupea, Ky, JEA.— 
The Aprons are white, lined with red, and border- 
ed with green; in the centre, a Star, with nine 
points, above a ballance; and on the flap a trian- 
gle with theſe letters B. A. I. on each angle. 

A candidate, 


* 
b 
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A candidate, after being previouſly prepared, 
and having gone through the ceremonies, is thus 
addreſſed:— 

My Brother, 


Solomon, willing to carry to the higheſt degree 


of perfection the work he had begun in Jeruſalem, 


found it neceſſary, from a circumſtance with which 


you are acquainted, to employ the five chiefs of the 
five Orders of Architecture; and gave command 
over them to Tito, Adoniram, and Abda, his fa- . 
ther being well aſſured that their zeal and abili- 
ties would be exerted to the utmoſt, in bringing to 
perfection ſo glorious a work.—In like manner, 
we expect you will do all that lies in your power 
to promote the grand deſign of Maſonry. 
: The Lodge is clofed by 5, 7 and 15. 


—_ —— e 


Obſervations on the Degree of 
ELECTED KNIGHTS, ox ENIGHTS or Tue 
NINTH ARCH; caLLeD 4 CHAPTER, 
_— Chapter repreſents the audience chamber 

of Solomon, and is to be decorated with 
white and red hangings—the red with white 
flames. 


There 
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There are nine lights in the eaſt, and eight in the 
weſt. 'The Maſter repreſents Solomon, ſeated in the 
eaſt, with a table before him, covered with black, 
and is ſtiled Moſt Potent, 


There is only one Warden in the Weſt, who re- 
preſents Stockin, with 7 brethren round him.—All 
the brethren muſt be dreſſed in black, and their hats 
flapped, with a broad black ribbon from the left 


ſhoulder to the right hip, on the lower part of which 


are nine red roſes, four on each ſide and one at the 
bottom, to which is ſuſpended a poinard. The 
aprons are white, lined with black, ſpeckled with 
blood ; on the flap a bloody arm with a poinard, 
and on the arca, a bloody arm holding by the hair 


a bloody head. 


Near to the Lodge is a ſmall, dark place, repre- 
ſenting a cavern, in which is placed a lamp, a place 
repreſenting a ſpring with a baſon to hold water; and 
a table on which are laid a poinard, and a repreſen- 
tation of a bloody head, as juſt ſevered from the 
body. Near the table a large ſtone to ſit on, and 
below the lamp in capital letters, VENGEANCE. 


HISTORY 
W 2 


{oa 
T'3\ * 
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HISTORY or Taxis DEGREE. 


In the reign of Solomon, ſeveral of the workmen 
had been guilty of ſome crime of an enormous na- 
ture, and made their eſcape from Jeruſalem. A 
great aſſembly of Maſters had ſet in conſultation on 
the beſt means of diſcovering and apprehending 


them. Their deliberations were interrupted by the 


* 
entrance of a ſtranger, who demanded to ſpeak to 
the King in private. Upon being admitted, he ac- 


quainted Solomon that he had diſcovered whiere 


Akirop, one of the traitors lay concealed ; and of- 
ſered to conduct thoſe whom the king ſhould pleaſe 
to appoint, to go with him. "This being communi- 
cated to the brethren, one and all requeſted to be 
partakers in the vengeance due to the villain. So- 
lomon checked their ardour,declaring that only nine 
ſhould undertake the taſæ; and to avoid giving any 
offence, ordered all their naraes to be put into an urn, 
and that the firſt nine that ſhouid be drawn, ſhould 
be the perſons to accompany the ſtranger. 


At break of day Joabert, Stockin, and ſeven 
others, conducted by the ſtranger, travelled o 1- 
wards threugh a dreary country. On the way, 

Joabert 


WE 4 5 2357 
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Joabert found means to learn from the ſtranger, 
that the villain they were in queſt of had hidden 
himſelf in a cavern not far from the place where 
they then were; he ſoon found the cavern and en- 
tered it alone, where, by the light of the lamp, he 
diſcovered the villain afleep with a poinard at his 
feet. Enflamed at the fight, and actuated by an 
impatient zeal, he immediately ſeized the pofllard, 
and ſtabbed him, firſt in the head and then in the 
heart; he had only time to cry VENGEANCE 18 
TAKEN, and expired. When the other» eiglit ar- 
rived and had refreſhed themſelves at the ſpring, Jo- 
bert ſevered the head from the body, and taking it 
in one hand and his poinard in the other, he with 
his brethren, returned to Jeruſalem. Solomon was 
at ſirſt very much oſfended, that Joabert had put 
it out of his power to take vengeance himſelf, in 
preſence of, and as a warning to, the reſt of the 
workmen, to be ſaithſul to their truſt; but by pro- 
per interceſſion was again reconciled. 

Joabert became highly favoured of Solomon, 
who conferred upon him, and his eight com- 
panions, the title of Elected Knights. 

The Chapter is cloſed by eight and one. 


» 


Obſervations 
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Olſervations on the Degree of 


ELECTED GRAND MASTER, or ILLUS. 
TRIOUS ELECTED or FIFTEEN. 


HIS Lodge repreſents Solomon's apartment, 

and is to be decorated in the ſame manner 

as that of the Nine Elect. There are two Ward” 
ens ; the ſenior is called InſpeCtor. 

This Lodge ſhduld conſiſt of only fifteen mem- 
bers; but ſhould there be more at a time of recep- 
tion, they muſt attend in the anti-chamber. 

The apron peculiar to this degree is white, and 
bordered with black; and on the flap, three heads 
on ſpikes in ſorm of a triangle; the jewel is the 
ſame as that of the Nine Ele, only on that part 
of the black ribbon which croſſes the breaſt there 
ſhould be the ſame device as upon the apron. 

HISTORY or Tas DEGREE. 

About ſix months after the execution of the 
traitor mentioned in the preceding degree of elected 
Knight, Bengabee, an intendant of Solomon, in 
the country of Cheth, which was tributary to 
him, cauſed diligent enquiry to be made if any 
' perſon had lately taken ſhelter in thoſe parts, who 
might 


{ 
| 
| 
| 


OF MASONRY. 237 


might be ſuppoſed to have fled from Jeruſalem ; 
he publiſhed at the ſame time a particular deſerip- 
tion of all thoſe traitors who had made their e ſcape; 
ſhortly after, he received information that ſeveral 
perſons anſwering his deſcription had lately arrived 
there, and, believing themſelves perfectly ſecure, 
had begun to work in the quatry of Bendaca. 


As ſoon as Solomon was made acquainted with 
this cirmumſtance, he wrote to Maacha, King of 
Cheth, to aſſiſt in apprehending them; and to 
cauſe them to be delivered to perſons that he 
ſhould appoint, to ſecure them, and have them 
brought to Jeruſalem, to receive the puniſhment 
due to their crimes. 


Solomon then elected fifteen Maſters, in whom 
he could place the higheſt confidence, and among 
whom were thoſe who had been in the cavern, and 
ſent them in queſt of the villiaus, and gave them 
an eſcort of troops. Five days were* ſpent in the 
ſearch, when Terbal, who bore Solomon's letter 
to Moriha and Eleham, diſcovered them, cutting 


ſtone in the quarry; they immediately ſeized 


them and bound them in chains. When they ar- 
rived 
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tower of Achizer, and the next morning a punith. 
ment was inflicted on them adequate to their 
CLUES, 


Lodge is cloſed by 3 times 5» 


ane. 


ILLUSTRIOUS KNIGHTS, os SUBLIN 
KNiGHTS ELECTED. 


HIS Lodge is called a Grand Chapter; Solo- 

lomon preſides, and of courſe is to be gecor- 

ated with a ſceptre. In place of two wardens, 

there are a Grand Inſpector, and Grand Maſter ol 
Ceremonies. 

The Jewel worn in this Lodge is a Sword, 
intended to repreſent a ſword of Juſtice, hung to 
a large black ribbon; on the part croſſing 
the breaſt, muſt be an inflamed heart; which. is 
alſo to be painted on the flap of the apron. The 
Chapter is illuminated by twelve lights. 


HISTORY or Tuis DEGREE. 
After vengeance had bcen ſully taken on the trai- 
tors mentioned 1n the foregoing degrees, Solomon 
inſtituted this, both as a reward ſor the zeal an! 


integrity 


rived at Jeruſalem, they were impriſoned in the 


1 
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integrity of the Grand Maſters elec of ſifteen; 
but alſo by their preferment to make room for rai- 
ſing other worthy brethren from the lower degrees 
to that of Grand Maſter elect of fifteen. He ac- 
cordingly appointed twelve of the fifteen, choſen 
by ballot, to conſtitute a Grand Chapter of Illuſ- 
trious Knights, and gave them command over the 
twelve tribes. He expreſſed a particular regard for 
this order, and ſhewed them the precious things 

join the tabernacle, 
or- Here follows the names of the twelve Illuſtrious 
ns, Knights, with the tribes over which they reſpeCt- 

of ws preſided :— 
. Joabert, who preſided, overt tribe of Judah. 


d, 2. Stockin, — 9 "% 20 Benjamin. 
o 3. Terrey, ia 5 Simeon. 
1 4. Morphey, „„ Ephraim. 
is 3 *Alycuber, „52 ‚—ꝛ⸗¶pfç , Ü 
10 6. Dorſon, „„ Zebulon. 
7. Kerim, 8 Dan. 
8. Berthemar, . Aſher. 
: 9. Tito, GG en Naphtali. | 
10. Terbal, . Reuben. 1 
0 - -| > = Iſlacher. 1 
12. Taber, „„ a Gad. 


The 
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The illuſtrious Knights gave an account to So- 
lomon every day, of the work that was done in the 
Temple, by their reſpective tribes, and received 
their pay. 

This Chapter is cloſed by 12. | 

— > 55D —— 


Obſervations on the Degree of 
GRAND MASTER ARCHITECTS. 
HIS Chapter is painted white, with red 
flames; by which is ſignified the purity of 
heart and zeal, that ſhould be the characteriſtic of 
every Grand Maſter Architect. It muſt have in 
it a delineation of the five orders of Architecture; 
together with a repreſentation of the North Star, 
with ſeven ſmall ſtars round it, which ſignify, 
that as the North ſtar is a guide to mariners, {0 
ought virtue to be the guide of Grand Maſter 
Architects. The Jewel is a gold medal, on both 
ſides of which are engraved the five Orders of 
Architecture, ſuſpended by a broad dark ſtone 
coloured ribbon, from the leſt ſhoulder to the 
right hip. 
Every Grand Maſter Architect muſt be ſurniſhed 
with a caſc of Mathematical Inſtruments. 


ADDR E959 


2a 


8 
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ADDRESS ro 4 CANDIDATE oN n1s AD- 
MISSION To Tawis DEGREE. 


Brother, 


I have elevated you to this degree,. from an ex- 
pectation that you will ſo apply yourſelf to geom- 
etry, to which you are now devoted, as will pro- 
cure you knowledge ſufficient to take away the 
veil from before your eyes, which yet remains 
there, and enable you to arrive at the perfect and 
ſublime degree. 


HISTORY. 


Solomon eſtabliſhed this degree with a view of 
forming a ſchool of architecture, for the inſtruction 
of the Brethren employed in the Temple of God, 
and animating them to arrive at perfeCtion-in the 
Royal Art, He was a Prince equally famed for 
his juſtice, as for his wiſdom and foreſight, he 
was therefore deſirous of rewarding the talents and 
virtues of the faithſul, in order to make them 
perfect, and fit to approach the throne of God. 
He accordingly caſt his eyes upon the chiefs of 
the twelve tribes, as perſons extremely proper to 

X fulfil 


22 ILLUSTRATIONS 


fulfil the promiſe made to Enoch, to Moſes and 
to David, that with great zeal, in fullneſs of time, 
the bowels oi the earth ſhould be.penetrated. 
This Chapter is cloſed by 1 and 2. 


—— S. . — 


Obſervations on the Degree of 


KNIGHTS or TH NINTH ARCH, on 
ROYAL ARCH. 


HIS Lodge ſhould be holden in a moſt ſecret 
T place. A vault under ground would be 
molt proper, in the centre of the top of which 
there muſt be a trap door, for the admiſſion of 
candidates. In the middle below, there muſt be 
a hollow triangular pedeſtal, the fides of which are 
white; on the top muſt be fixed a hollow cubical 
triangle, made of oil cloth ; inſide of which muſt 
be placed a light, and on the top and ſides muſt 
be placed ſeveral Hebrew charaCters in letters of 
gold, 


To form a Lodge of this Degree five perſons at 


lealt muſt be preſent, 
iſt. The 
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1ſt. The moſt potent Grand Maſter, repreſent- 


ing Solomon in the eaſt, ſeated in a chair of State, 
under a rich canopy, with a crown on his head, 
and a ſceptre in his hand. He is dreſſed in royal 
robes of yellow, and an ermined veſtment of blue 
ſattin, reaching to the elbows; a broad purple 


ribbon from the right ſhoulder to the left * to 
which is hung a triangle of gold. | 


2. The Grand Warden, repreſenting the King 
of Tyre, on his left hand, ſeated as a ſtranger, 
clothed in a purple robe, and a yellow veſtment. 


3. The Grand Inſpector, repreſenting G—— 
in the weſt, with a drawn ſword in his hand. 


4. The Grand Treaſurer, repreſenting Joabert, 
in the North, with a golden key to his fifth button 
hole, and upon it the letters I, V, I, L. Fuvenis 


verbum intre Leonis. 


5. The Grand Secretary, repreſenting Stockin 
in the South. 


The four laſt mentioned officers to be ornament- 
ed with the ſame ribbon and jewel as the M. P. 


and to ſit covered. The three laſt to have. robes of 
blue without veſtments. 


No 
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No perſon can be admitted to this degree with.. 
out having previouſly taken all the preceding de- 


grees. 


HISTORY AND CHARGE oz TRS DEGREE. 
My worthy Brother, | 


It is my intention at this time to give you a 


clearer account than you have yet been acquainted 


with, of Maſonry ; of which you at preſent barely 
know the elements. 


In doing this it will be neceſſary to explain to 


you ſome circumſtances of very remote antiquity. 


Enoch, the ſon of Jared, was the ſixth fon in 
deſcent from Adam, and lived in the fear and love 


of his Maker; God appeared to him in a viſion, 


and thus deigned to ſpeak to him: As thou art 
deſirous to know my name, attend, and it ſhall be 
revealed unto thee. Upon this, a moutain ſeemed 


to rife to the heavens, and Enoch was transferred 


to the top thereof, where he beheld a triangular 
plate of gold, moſt brilliantly enlightened, and 
upon which were ſome characters which he re- 
ceived a ſtrict injunction never to pronounce.— 
Preſently he ſeemed to be lowered perpendicu- 
_ larly 
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larly into the bowels of the earth, through nine 
arches ; in the ninth, or deepeſt of which, he ſaw 
the ſame brilliant plate which was ſhewn to him 
in the mountain. | 

Enoch, being inſpired by the Moſt High, and 
in commemoration of this wonderful viſion, built 
a temple under ground, in the ſame ſpot where 
it was ſhewn to him, which like that conſiſted of 
nine arches, one above another; and dedicated 
the ſame to God. Methuſaleh, the ſon of Enoch, 
conſtructed the building without being acquainted 
with his father's motives. 

'This happened in that part of the world which 
was afterwards called the land of Canaan, and 
ſince known by the name of the Holy Land. 


Enoch, in imitation of what he had ſeen, cauſed 
a triangular plate af gold to be made, each fide 
of which was a cubit long ; he enriched it with 
the moſt precious ſtones, and encruſted the plate 
upon a ſtone of Agate, of the ſame form. He 
then engraved upon it the ſame ineffable characters 
which God had ſhewn to him, and placed it on 
a triangular pedeſtal of white marble, which he 
depoſited in the ninth, or deepeſt arch. 
X 2 | When 


* 
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When Enoch's temple was completed, he re- 
ceived the following command, viz.—« Make a 
door of ſtone, and let there be a ring of iron 
therein, by which it may be occaſionally raiſed ; 
and let it be placed over the opening of the firſt 
arch, that the ſacred matters encloſed therein 
may be preſerved from the univerſal deſtruction 
now impending.” And he did ſo, and none but 
Enoch knew of the precious treaſure which the 
arches. contained ; nor knew the right pronun- 
ciation of the great and ſacred name. 

And behold the wickedneſs of mankind en- 
ereaſed more, and became grievous in the fight 
of the Lord, and God threatened to deſtroy the 
whole world. Enoch perceiving that the know- 
ledge of the arts was likely to be loſt in the 
general deſtruction, and being deſirous of preſerv- 
ing the principles of the ſciences, for the poſterity 
of thoſe whom God ſhould be pleaſed to ſpare, 
he built two great pillars on the top of the higheſt 
mountain, the one of braſs, to withſtand water, 
the other of marble, to withſtand fire; and he 
engraved on the marble pillar, hieroglyphics, ſigni- 
fying that there was.a molt precious treaſure con- 


cealed in the arches under ground, which he had 
dedicated 
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dedicated to God. And he engraved on the pillar 


of braſs the principles of the liberal arts, particular- 


ly of Maſonry. 


Methuſaleh was the father of Lamech, who was 


the father of Noah, who was a pious and good 
man, and beloved by God. And the Lord ſpake 
unto Noah, ſaying, « Behold I will puniſh the 
fins of mankind with a general deluge; therefore 
build an ark, capable of containing thyſelf and 
ſamily, as alſo a pair of every living creature upon 
earth, and thoſe only ſhall be ſaved from the gen- 
eral deſtruction which I am about to inflict, for the 
the iniquities of the people.” 


And God gave unto Noah a plan by which the 
ark was to be conſtructed. Noah was one hund- 
red years in building the ark ; he was fix hundred 
years old when it was finiſhed, and his ſon Seth 
was ninety-nine. His father Lameth had died a 
ſhort time before, aged 777 years. There was 
not at this time any of the ancient patriarchs living, 
ſave Methuſaleh, the Grand father of Noah, who 
was about 969 years old, and it is ſuppoſed that 
he periſhed in the general ruin. 
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The ark being finiſhed, Noah, agreeable to the 
inſtructions he had received from the Moſt High, 


went into it with his family, and took with him 


| ſuch things as he was commanded. 
The flood took place in the ycar of the world 

1656, and deſtroyed moſt of the ſuperb monu- 
ments of antiquity, The marble pillar of Enoch 
fell in the general deſtruction; but by divine per- 
miſſion, the pillar of braſs withſtood the water, by 
which means the ancient ftate of the liberal arts, 
and particularly Maſonry, has been handed down 

to us. 

We learn from holy writ, the hiſtory of ſucceed- 
ing times, till the Iſraelites became ſlaves to the 
Egyptians 3 from which bondage they were freed 
under the conduct of Moſes. The ſame ſacred 
book informs us that Moſes was beloved of God, 
and that the Moſt High ſpoke to him on Mount 
Sinai. To Moſes God communicated his divine 
law, written on two tables of ſtone ; with many 
promiſes of a renewed alliance. He alſo gave 
him the true pronunciation of his ſacred name; 
which, he told him ſhould be found by ſome of 
tus deſcendants, engraved upon a plate of gold; 
and 
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and God gave a ſtrict command unto Moſes, that 
no one ſhould pronounce his ſacred name; fo that 
in proceſs of time the true pronunciation was loft. 

The ſame divine hiſtory particularly informs us 
of the different movements of the Iſraelites, until 
they became poſſeſſed of the land of promiſe, and 
of the ſucceeding events until the divine Provi- 
dence was pleaſed to give the ſceptre to David; 
who, though fully determined to build a temple 
to the Moſt High, could never begin it; that 
bonour being reſerved for his ſon. 


Solomon, being the wiſeſt of Princes, had fully 
in remembrance -the promiſe of God 'to Moſes, 
that ſome of his deſcendants, in fullneſs of time, 
ſhould diſcover his holy name; and his wiſdom 
inſpired him to believe, that this could not be 
accomplithed until he had erected and conſecrated 
a temple to the living God, in which he might 
depoſit the precious treaſures. 


Accordingly, Solomon began to build, in the 
fourth year of his reign, agreeably to a plan given 
to him by David his father, upon the ark of 
Alliance. 


He 


Wi rad > - . : > wy — 


250 ILLUSTRATIONS 


He choſe a ſpot for this purpoſe, the moſt beau- 
tiful and healthy in all Jerufalem, In digging for 
a a foundation they diſcovered the ruins of an ancient 
edifice, amongſt which they found a very conſider- 
able quantity of treaſure, ſuch as vaſes of gold and 
| filver, urns, . marble, tapeſtry, jaſper and agate | 
columns, with a number of precious ſtones. 


All the treaſures were collected and carried to 
Solomon, who, upon deliberation, concluded them 
to be the ruins of ſome ancient temple erected 
before the flood; and poſſibly to the ſervice of 
idolatry ; he therefore declined building in that 
ſpot, leſt the worſhip of the Deity ſhould be 
profaned by the place. He then made choice of 
another place, where the temple was erected. 


Lou have already been informed, that the Tem- 
ple of Solomon was conſtructed by the Craft ; 
but there are ſome particulars refpecting it with 
which you have not yet been made acquainted. 


Solomon cauſed a cavern to be built under the 
Temple, to which he gave the name of the ſecret 


vault. He erected in this vault a large pillar of 
white marble, to ſupport the 8. S. and which, by 
> inſpirations, 
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inſpiration, he called the pillar of beauty, from 
the beauty of the ark, which it ſuſtained. 

There was a long, narrow deſcent, which 
led from the Palace of Solomon to this vault, 
through nine arches, in regular ſucceſſion; and 
to this place he uſed to retire privately, in com- 
pany with H, of T. and H. A. when they had 
occaſion to enter upon things of a ſecret and im- 
portant nature. | 

There were none elfe then living, qualified to 
enter this ſacred vault. One of their number 


being removed from them, difordered their ſyſ- 


tem for a time, and, as they were conſulting in 
what manner to ſupply his abſence, application 
was made to them by ſome Intendants of the 
Building, IIluſtrious Knights, and Grand Maſter 
Architects, who well knew there was a ſecret place 


under the Temple, in which the King, 8c. before- 


mentioned, uſed to meet, ſoliciting the honour 
of being admitted there; to whom Solomon re- 
plied with an open air, My Brethren, it cannot 
now be granted.“ 


Some days after this circumſtance, Solomon 
ſent for the three Grand Maſter Architects, Jo- 
| abert, 


| 

| 
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| abert, Stockin, and G—, and directed them to gs 
and ſearch once more, amongſt the ancient ruins, 
where, ſo much treaſure: had been already found, 
in hopes of diſcovering more. They accordingly 
departed, and one of them, namely G—, in work- 
ing with the pick ax, amongſt the rubbiſh, came 
to the large iron ring, which he immediately 
made known to his companions, who all con- 
cluded that it might lead to ſome curious diſcovery ; 
and' accordingly they worked with redoubled 
ardour, to clear away the earth around it, which 
when they had done, they found it fixed in a large 
ſtone, perfectly ſquare. With much difficulty 
they raiſed it, when the mouth of a deep and 
diſmal cayern appeared. 

G— propoſed to them that he would deſcend. 
A rope was accordingly given to him, to facilitate 
his return, and he deſcended, and preſently found 
himſelf in aa arched vault, in the floor of which 
was a ſecret opening, through which he alſo de- 
ſcended, and in like manner through a third. 
Being now in the third vault, he found there was 
an opening for deſcending ſtill farther z but being 
afraid to purſue his ſearch, he gave a ſignal, aud 
was hoiſted up by his two companions. 


He 
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He recounted to his companions what he had 
ſeen, and propoſed to thera to deſcend by turns, 
which they refuſed ; upon this he determined to 
deſcend again, and told them, that through every 
arch he paſſed, he would gently ſhake the rope. 
In this manner-he deſcended from arch to arch, 
until he was lowered into the fixth arch; when 
finding there was {till another opening, his heart 
failed him, and, giving the ſignal, he was again 
pulled up. 
lle acquainted Joabert and Stockin with 
the particulars of his ſecond deſcent, and 
now earneſtly urged that one of them ſhould go 
down, as he was very much fatigued ; but, terri- 
hed at his relation, they both refuſed. G- then 
receiving freſh courage, went down a third time, 
taking a lighted flambeau in his hand. When he 
had deſcended into the ninth arch, a parcel of 
ſtone and mortar ſuddenly fell in, and extinguiſſied 
his light; and he was immediately ſtruck with the 
fight of a triangular plate of gold, richly adorned 
with precious ſtones; the brilliancy of which 
ſtruck him with admiration and aſtoniſhment. 
Again he gave the ſignal, and was affiſted in re- 
Aſcending. ö 
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G— related to his two companions the whole 
aſtoniſhing ſcene he had been witneſs to; and 
they now being deſirous of witneſſing the diſcovery, 
all concluded to go down together, by means of a 
ſcaling rope ladder. When they had deſcended 
into the ninth arch, Joabert and Stockin were 
ſtruck with admiration and aſtoniſhment, in the 
fame manner as G— had been before them. 
After recovering themſelves, they examined the 
golden plate more particularly, and found it was 
encruſted by an agate of a triangular form. 'They 
alſo obſerved certain characters engraved thereon, 
of the meaning of which they were then ignorant 3 
| they therefore determined to carry the treaſure to 
Solomon, and ſolicit the honour of being admitted 
to the knowledge of this ſublime myſtery. | 

Early in the morning they arrived at the apart- 
ment of Solomon, who had the King of 'Tyre 
with him. To them they preſented the precious 
treaſure they had found. When the two kings 
beheld it, they were ſtruck with amazement. 
Being recovered, they then examined the ſacred 
characters with attention, but would not explain 
them to the three Grand Maſter Architects. So- 
lomon told them that God had beſtowed upon 


_ 
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them a particular favour, in having permitted 
them to diſcover the moſt precious jewels of 
Maſonry 3 by which he ſeemed to intimate their 
election, and as a reward for their zeal, conſtancy 
and fidelity, he elected them Knights of the ninth 
Arch, afterwards called the Royal Arch. He 
further promiſed them an explanation of the ſacred 
and myſterious name and characters on the golden 
plate, when it ſhould be fixed in the place deſigned 
for it; and that he would then confer on them the 
moſt ſublime and myſterious degree of Royal 
Arch Maſonry. 

Solomon then explained to them, how the pro- 
miſe of God, . made to Noah, Moſes, and his 
father David, was now accompliſhed. That pro- 
miſe which aſſured them, that in fullneſs of time 
his name ſhould be diſcovered,. engraved upon 2 
plate of gold; that they were bound to defend 
the ſacred characters, and that they were not at 
liberty to pronounce the ſacred name. 

The Kings. informed the three Knights, that 
that until that time they knew nothing of that 
word but by tradition, and that in the courſe of 
its being handed down, througha ſucceſſion of ages, 
it had been much corrupted ; but ſince they were 
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now in poſſeſſion of the true characters, he would 
ſoon give them the true pronunciation, to which 
honour they ſeemed to be fo juſtly entitled, both 
on account of perſonal merit, as alſo being ſo 
Particularly elected by the Almighty, to finiſh 
this great work. 

From the corruption cf the ſaid name, ſprung 
the Juba of the Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, 
and many others of a like nature. The true name 
is ſaid to have been viſible in the temple, at the 
time Bt. Jerome flouriſhed, written in the ancient 
Samaritan characters, and is ſtill preſerved in the 
hearts of fincere Maſons. 

The two Kings, accompanied by the three 
Knights, then took the ſacred treaſure, and de- 
ſcended by the private way, through nine arches, 
Into the fecret vault. They worked there together, 
and incruſted the golden plate upon the pedeſtal of 
the pillar of beauty, happy in being employed in 
ſo glorious a work. The brilliancy of the plate 
and jewels were of themſelves ſuſficient to give 
light to the place. | | 

The two kings then changed the name of the 
place, from the ſecret to the ſacred vault 3 a place 

known only to the Grand Ele and Sublime 


1aſters, 
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Mafters, which high degree they now conferred 
upon the three worthy Knights of the Royal Arch, 
G, Joabert, and Stockin, and explained to them 
the ſacred characters engrayen upon the golden 
plate. 

The number of the grand and ſublime elected, 
were at firſt three, and now conſiſted of five; and 
continued ſo until the Temple was completed and 
dedicated ; when King Solomon, as a reward for 
their faithful ſervices, admitted to this degree the 
twelve Grand Maſters, who had faithfully prefided 
over the twelve tribes; alſo one other Grand 
Maſter Architect. Nine ancient Grand Maſters, 
eminent for their virtue, were choſen Knights of 
the Royal Arch, and ſhortly afterwards were 
admitted to the ſublime degree of Perſection. 


Whenever the laſt mentioned Lodge was holden, 
nine Knights of the Royal Arch tyled the nine 
arches, which led to the ſacred vault ; the moſt 
ancient, ſtood in the arch next the vault, and fo on 
in regular progreſſion; the youngeſt taking his 
ſtation in the firſt arch, which was near to the 
private apartment of Solomon. None were ſuf- 
tered to paſs, but thoſe who proved themſelves - 
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to be properly qualified, by giving the different 
paſſes. 


You have been informed in what manner the 
number of the Grand Elect was augmented to 
twenty-ſeven, which is the cube of three; they 
conſiſted of two Kings, three Knights of the Royal 
Arch, twelve Commanders of the twelve tribes, 
nine elected Grand Maſters, and one Grand 
Maſter Architect. 


There were living at that time, 3568 other 
ancient Maſters, who had wrought in conſtructing 
the Temple. Theſe began to be extremely jealous 
of the pre- eminence ſhewn to the twenty-five 
Brethren. They deputed therefore, a certain 
number to wait on King Solomon, with their 
compliments, to requeſt that ſimilar honours 
might be conferred on them. The King heard 
them with attention and with the 'moſt benign 
air imaginable, gave them for anſwer, that the 
twenty-five Maſters were juſtly entitled to the 
honours conferred on them, for their unceafing 
ardour, and inviolable fidelity in the work that 
had been committed to them. fol 
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Go, ſaid he, in peace, God may one day permit, 
that you may be rewarded according to your 
deſerts. 

Upon this, one of the Deputies, by no means 
ſatisfied with this mild reply, turned round to his 
companions ſaying (with an unbecoming degree of 
warmth) what occaſion have we for an higher de- 
gree ? we know the word has been charged ; we 
can, travel as Maſters and receive pay as ſuch. 

Solomon was much moved at this, but would 
not rebuke them, but ſpoke in the following terms; 
The ancient members whom I have advanced to the 

degree of perfection, have in a particular manner 
deſe rved this favor from me. 

They have wrought hard in theancient ruins, and 
although the undertaking was difficult and full of 


* 


horror, they penetrated into the bowels of the earth, 


from whence they brought an immenſe treaſure to 
enrich and beautify the Temple of God; go in fear, 


wait with patience, and aſpire to perfection by 
good works. 


The Deputies returned and made report of their 
reception to the Maſters, who were aſſembled to 
hear it, Theſe Maſters, haſty and impatient, in 


their diſ — and of conſequence vexed at the 
refuſal, 
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refuſal, determined, one and all, to go to the ancient 
ruins, and ſearch under ground, with a view of ar- 


. rogating the merit, ſo neceſſary for attaining their 


defires. 

Aocordingly they departed next morning, and 
prefently after their arrival, difcovered the iron ring, 
by means of which they raifed the ſquare ſtone, and 
found the entrance into the arches. They immedi- 
ately prepared a ladder of ropes, and deſcended, 
wath lighted flambeaux ; but no ſooner had the laſt 
deſcended, than the nine arches fell in upon them, 
and they were no more heard of. 


Solomon ſoon heard of this dreadful accident, 
and ſent Joabert, Stockin & G---to inform them- 
felves more particularly of the matter.— They ac- 
cordingly departed at break of day, and upon their 
arrival, were perfectly aſtoniſhed at the ſtrange ap- 
pearance of the place.—There were no remains of 
the arches to be ſeen; nor could they learn, that 
one ſingle perſon of all thoſe who had deſcended, 
eſcaped the deſtruction. 


They examined the place with diligence, but 
found nothing of note, except a few pieces of mar- 
ble, upon which were engraved certain hiero- 

glyphics; 
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#lyphics ; theſe they carried back with them to Solo- 
mon, and related what they had ſeen. The King 
tent for ſome perſons ſkilled in hieroglyphick 
knowledge, and from their interpretation, was 
ſully aſſured, that thoſe pieces of marble were a part 
of the marble pillar that had been erected by 
Enoch ; and the ruins in which they had found ſo 
much treaſure, were thofe of the Temple which he 
had conſecrated to God before the flood. Solomon 
ordered the pieces of marble to be carcfully put to- 
gether, and depobted in the Sacred vault. 

This Ledge cloſed by myſterious Number. 


PERFECTION, ox GRAND, ELECT, PER- 
* FECT AND SUBLIME MASON. 


1 of Perfection, or ultimate degree of 
A. ancient Maſanry, ſhould repreſent a fubtera- 
neous vault, painted red, and adorned with many 
colours, and columns of a flame colour. Behind the 
Maſter muſt be a light to fhine through a triangu- 
lar ſun 3 and before him there muſt be a pedeſtal 
appearing to be broken. There ovght to be ſeveral 
other lights, arranged numerically - according to 
the different ſtages of Maſonry. 
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The moſt perfect, grand, elect, and ſublime 
Maſter, in this Degree is to repreſent Solomon, 
ſeated in the Eaſt, dreſſed in Royal robes, and hav- 
ing a crown and ſceptre placed on a pedeſtal before 
him. The two Grand Wardens are ſeated in the 
weſt. —On the right hand of the Moſt Perfect, 
fits the Grand Treaſurer, having a table before 
him, upon which mult be placed ſome perfumes, 
with a ſmall ſilver hod, and a trowel of gold, On 
his lefthand ſets the Grand Secretary, with a table 
alſo befqre him, on which muſt be ſeven loaves of 
ſhew bread, with a cup of red wine for libation, and 
alſo jewels for the candidates at their reception. 

The jewels appertaining to this degree are a 
crowned compaſs, extended to go Degrees; or, a 
Quadrant, a Sun in the centre; and on the reverſe, 
a blazing Star, encloſing a triangle, hung to a 
broad flame coloured ribbon, of a triangular form 
round the neck; and alſo, a Gold ring with this 
motto, * Virtue unites what Death cannot part.” 

The Apron muſt be flamed with red, a blue rib- 
bon round the edge, and the Jewel painted on the 
flap. The Brethren muſt be drefſed in black, 


with ſwords in their hands. 
| The 
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The paſſage to the ſacred vault is long and nar- 
row, having a lamp to give it light; it is guarded 
bythree Brethren, with drawn ſwords in their hands. 
The firſt ſtands at the entrance, the ſecond in the 
middle, and the third at the door of the ſacred vault. 

PRAYER ar OPENING. 

Almighty and ſovereign Architect of heaven and 
earth, who by thy divine power doſt ultimately 
ſearch.the moſt ſecret receſſes of thought; purify 
our hearts by the ſacred fire of thy love; guide us 
by thine unerring hand, in the path of virtue, and 
caſt out of thy adorable Sanctuary all impiety and 
perverſeneſs; we beſeech thee that our thoughts 
may be engaged in the grand work of our Perfec- 


tion, which when attained, will be an amplere- 


ward for our labour; let peace and charity link us 
together in a pleaſing union, and may this Lodge 
exhibit a faint reſemblance of that happineſs which 
the elect will enjoy in thy Kingdom. Give us a 
Ipirit of holy diſcrimination, by which we may be 
able to refuſe the evil and chuſe the good ; and alfo 
that we may not be led aſtray by thoſe who un- 
worthily aſſume the character of the Grand Elect. 
Finally, be pleaſed to grant, that all our proceedings 
may tend to thy glory, and our own advancement 
in righteouſneſs ; bleſs us and proſper our works 

C! Lord. Amen, When 
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When a Candidate is introduced, after certain 
ſolemn forms, the Maſter of the Ceremonies, ſays 
« I impreſs you my Brother, with an ardent zeal 
For the honor of the Grand Architect of the Uni- 
verſe; to the end that you may live always in his 
adorable” preſence with a heart diſpoſed to every 
thing that is pleaſing to him.“ 


The Moſt Perfect then preſents the Candidate 
with the bread and wine, ſaying, „ Rat of this 
bread, with. me, and drink of the ſame cup, that 
we may learn thereby to ſuccour each other in time 
of need by a mutual love, and participation of what 
we poſſeſs.” He then preſents to him a gold ring, 
ſaying, „Receive this ring, and let it be remem- 
bered by you as a ſymbol of the alliance you have 
now contracted with virtue and the virtuous. You are 
never, my dear Brother, to part with it whilſt you 
Hvez nor to bequeath it at your death, except to 
your wife, your eldeſt. fon, or your neareſt friend.“ 


When this part of the ceremony is ended, the 
brethren all partake of the bread and wine, and 


then make a libation, according to ancient uſage, 
25 practiſed at ſacrifices. 


The 
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The Moſt Perfect then decorates the candidate 
according to the ornaments of the order, ſaying, 
« I now with the greateft pleaſure ſalute you, my 
Brother, as a Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime 
Maſon, which title I now confer on you, and grace 
you with the ſymbols thereof. Receive this 
ribbon, the triangular figure of which, is emblem- 
atical of the divine triangle, upon which was 
.engraved by Enoch the holy name, and which 
was diſcovered with the utmoſt. difficulty and 
danger, by thoſe who knew not its value or mean» 
ing.” The crown upon your jewel is a ſymbol of 
the royal origin of this degree. The compaſs 
extended to go degrees, denotes the extenſive know- 
ledge of the Grand Elect. Theſe jewels, ſuſ- 
pended on your breaſt, ſhould make you attentive 
to your duty and ſtation.“ 


0 AKEG:E : 


Thus, my venerable brother, by your unblama- 
ble conduct, aſſiduity, conſtancy and integrity, you 
have at laſt attained the title of Grand, Elect, Per- 
fect and Sublime Maſon, which is the ſummit of 
Ancient Maſonry, and upon your arrival to which, 
I moſt ſincerely congratulate you. 

7 I muſt 


266 ILLUSTRATIONS 


I muit carneſtly recommend to you the ſtrifteſl 
care and circumſpection in all your conduct, that 
the ſublime my ſteries of this degree, be not profa- 
ned or diſgraced. . 

As to what remains of completing your know- 
Jedge in the ancient ſtate of Maſonry, you will find 
it by attending to the following 


HIS TOR V. 


When the Temple of Jeruſalem was finiſhed, 
the Maſons Who were employed in conſtructing 
that ſtately edifice, acquired immortal honour.— 
Their order became more uniformly eſtabliſhed 
and regulated than it had been before. Their de- 
licacy in admitting new members of their order, 
brought it to a degree of reſpect; as the merits of 
- the candidate was the only thing they then paid at- 
tention to. With theſe principles inſlilled into their 
minds, many of the Grand Elect left the Temple af- 
ter its dedication, and diſperſed themſelves among 
the neighbouring kingdoms, inſtructing all who 
applied, and were found worthy, in the ſublime 
Degrees of Ancient Crait Maſonry. 

The Temple was finiſhed in the year of the 
world 3000. 


Thus 
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Thus far the wiſe King of Iſrael behaved worthy 
of himſelf, and gained univerſal admiration ; but, 
in proceſs of time, when he had advanced in Vears, 
his underſtanding became impaired ; he grew 
deaf to the voice of the Lord, and was ſtrangely 
irregular in his conduct. Proud of having erected 
an cdifice to his maker, and much intoxicated with 
his great power, he plunged into ail manner of 
licenciouſneſs and debauchery, and profaned the 
Temple, by offering that incenſe to the idol Mo- 
loch, which only ſhould have been offered to the 
living God. 

The Grand Ele& and Perfect Maſons, ſaw this, 
and were ſorely grieved ; being fearful that his 
apoſtacy would end in ſome dreadful conſequen- 
ces, and perhaps bring upon them their enemies, 
whom Solomon had vainly and wantonly defied. 
The people copying the follies and vices of their 
King, became proud and idolatrous, negleCting the 
true worſhip of God for that of Idols. 


As an adequate puniſhment for this defection, 
God inſpired the heart of Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, to take vengeance on the kingdom of 
Ifract. This prince ſent an army, with Nebuzar- 


adan, 


0 
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adan, captain of the guards, who entered Judah, 
with fire and ſword, took and ſacked the city of Je- 
ruſalem; razed its walls, and deſtroyed that ſu- 
perb model of excellence, the Temple. The peo- 
ple were carried captive to Babylon, and the con- 
querors carried with them all the veſſels -of gold 
and ſilver, &c. This happened 470 years, 6 
months and ten days after its dedication. 

The Grand Elect who were at Jeruſalem at this 
time, exerted themſelves with great bravery and 
fortitude in its defence, but without effect; for 


ſoon beholding the Temple falling into one general 


heap of ruin, they directed their whole attention to 
the prefervation of the ſacred vault from injury, 


and the golden Plate from being difcovered. For 
this purpoſe a party' of them penetrated into the 
vaults and fearful that the ſacred characters fhould 
be found out, they defaced it, and broke down the 
tables of gold ; determined that in future no trace 
of the ſacred word ſhould remain, except in the 
hearts of good maſons. . | 
When the time arrived that the chriſtian Prin- 
ces entered into a league to free the holy land 
from the oppreſſion of the infidels, the good and 
| virtuous 
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virtuous maſons, anxious for ſo | ious an undertak- 
ing, voluntarily offered their ſervices to the con- 
federates, on condition that they ſhiould have a 
chief of their own election, which was granted; ac- 
cordingly they accepted their ſtandard and de- 
parted. 

The valour and fortitude of thoſe Elected 
Knights was ſuch, that they were admired by, and 
took the lead of all the Princes of Jerufalem, who 
believing that their Myſteries inſpired them with 
courage and fidelity to the cauſe of virtue and reli- 
gion, became deſirous of being initiated; upon 
being found worthy their defires were complicd 
with, and thus the royal Art, meeting the appro- 
bation of great and good men, became popular and 
honorable,and was diffuſed to the worthy, through- 
out their various dominions, and has continued to 
ſpread, far and wide, through a ſucceſſion ef ages, 
to the preſent day. 


D IDLE INS 
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MOST EXCELLENT MASTER's SONG, 
to be Sung when one is received into that Degree. 


LL hail ! to the morning 
That bids us rejoice z 
The Temple's completed, 
Exalt high each veice; 
The Cape-Stone is finiſh'd, 
Our Labour is o'er; 
The ſound of the Gavel 
Shall hail us no more. 
To the power Almighty, who ever has guided 
The tribes of old Ifrael, exalting their fame ; 
To him who hath govern'd our hearts, undivided, 
Let's tend forth our voices to praiſe his great name, 


Companions, aſſemble 
On this joyful day, 
Th' occaſion is glorious, 
The Key-Stone to lay; 
Fulſill'd is the promiſe, 
By the ANCIENT OF DAvs, 
To bring forth the Cape-Stone, 
With "ſhouting and praiſe. 
Ceremonies. 
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There's no more occafion for Level or Plum-line, 
For Trowel or Gavel, for Compaſs or Square ; 
Our works are completed, the Ark ſafely ſeated, 
And we ſhall be greeted as workmen molt rare. 


Now thoſe that are worthy, 
Our toils who have ſhar'd, 
And proy'd themſelves faithful, 
Shall meet their reward. 
Their virtue and knowledge, 
Induſtry and ſkill, 
Have our approbation, 
Have gain*d our good will. 
We accept and receive them, moſt excellent maſters, 
Inveſted with honours, and power to preſide z 
Amongſt worthy craftſmen, wherever aflembled, 
The knowledge of Maſons to ſpread far and wide. 


ALMIGETY JEHOVAH, 
Defcend now, and fill 
This Lodge with thy glory, 
Our hearts with good will; 
Preſide at our meetings, 
Aſſiſt us to find 
True pleaſure in teaching 
Good will to mankind. 
Thy wispox inſpired the great inſtitution, 
Thy $TRENGTH fſha!l ſupport it, 'till nature expire; 
And when the Creation ſhall fall into ruin, 
Its Bra ur ſhall riſz,through the midi of the Fire! 


MASTER's 
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[Tune—« Greenwich Penſioner.“ 


1 SING the Maſons glory, 


Whoſe prying mind doth burn ; 
Unto complete perfection, 

Our myſteries to learn; 
Not thoſe who viſit Lodges 

To eat and drink their fill; 
Not thoſe who at our meetings 


Hear lectures *gainſt their will: 


Chorus. But only thoſe whoſe pleaſure 
At every Lodge can be, 
T' improve themſelves by lectures, 
In glorious Maſonry. 


Hail glorious Maſonry 


The faithful worthy Brother, 
Whoſe heart can feel for grief; 
Whoſe boſom with compaſſion 
Steps forth to its relief, 
Whote ſoul is ever ready, 
Around him to diffuſe 
The principles of Maſons, 
And guard them from abuſe ; 
Chorus. Theſe are thy ſons, whoſe pleaſure, 
At every Lodge, will be, 
T' improve themſelves by lectures, 
In glorious Maſonry. 


Hail! glorious Maſonry ! 
Aa Eing 
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King Solomon, our patron, 
Tranſmitted this command, 

6 'The faithful and praiſe worthy, 
True light muſt underſtand ; 

And my deſcendants, alſo, 
Whore ſeated in the Zaft, 

Have not fulfill'd their duty, 

| "Till light has reach'd the We.” 


Chorus. Therefore, our higheſt pleaſure 
At every Lodge, ſhould be, 
T' improve ourſelves by lectures, 
In glorious Maſonry. 
Hail! glorious Maſonry ! 


My duty and my ſtation, 

| As Maſter in the chair, 

Obliges me to ſummon 
Each Brother to prepare ; 

That all may be enabled, 

| By flow, though ſure degrees, 

To anſwer in rotation, 

With honour and with eaſe. | 


Chorus. Such are thy ſons, whoſe pleaſure 
| At every Lodge will be, 
T' improve themſelves by lectures, 
In glorious Maſonry. 
| Hail! glorious Maſonry | 


WY 
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SENIOR WARDEN' SONG. 
Tine“ When the hollow drum doth beat to bed.“ 


| HEN the Senior Warden, ſlanding in the Weſt 
Calls us from our labour to partake of reſt, 
We unite, whilſt he recites 
The duties of a Maſon. 
On the level meet, 
On the ſquare we part, 
80 ſays each worthy Brother. 
This rule n view, 
We thus renew, 
Our friendſhip for each other, 


Chorus. When the Senior, &c. 


When our work 1s over, implements ſecure, 
Each returning homeward, with intentions pure, 
Our wives we kiſs, give ſweethearts bliſs, 
Which makes them both love Maſons ; 
And thus we may 
Enjoy each day 
At home, and at our meetings; 
Our ſiweethearts eas'd, 
Our wives well pleas'd, 
Saluted with ſuch greetings, 


Chorus, When the Senior, &c. 
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JUNIOR WARDEN's SONG. 
[ Tune— The way-worn Traveller.“ Þ 


_ the Junior Warden calls us from our 


labours, 
Now the Sun is at meridian height, 
We will merrily unite moſt cheerily, 
With ſocial harmony new joys invite. 
One and all, at his call, 
To the feaſt repairing, 
All around joys reſound, 
Zach the pleaſure ſharing, 
Cheruss When the Junior Warden, &c:; 


Mirth and jollity, without frivolity, 
Pervade our meetings at the feſtive board; 
Juſtice, Temperance, 
And Prudence govern us, | 
There's nought but harmony amongft us beard; 
One and all, at the call, 
To the feaft repairing, 
All around joys reſound, 
Each the pleaſure ſharing. 
Chorus. Mirth and jollity, &c. 


Thus we ever will enjoy the pleaſant moments 
Giv'n unto us from the Maſter's chair, 
Till the Sun an hour has paſt meridian, | 
And then each Brother to his work repair, 
One and all hear the call, 
From the fealt repairing, 
All around gavels ſound, 
Each the labour ſharing. 
Chorus. Thus we ever will, &c. 


TW. 


SENIOR 
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SENIOR WARDEN's TOAST. 


REEMASONS all, 
Attend the call; 
*Tis by command 
You all are warn'd, 
To fill up a bumper and keep it at hand, 
To drink to“ The Mother of Maſons.” 
Let each give the word to his Brother, 
To prove that we love one another ; 
Let's fill to the dame 
From whom we all came, 


And call her Of Maſons the Mother.” 


Chorus, The Stewards have laid foundations, 
To prove that we love our relations; 
By toaſting the Dame 
From whom we all came, 


We'll call her © The Mother of Maſons.” 


In days of yore 
Freemaſons bore 
A flaſk of wine, 
| Of mirth the ſign, 
And often they filld with the liquor divine, 
To drink to © The Mother of Maſons.” 
*T'was on theſe joyful occaſions, 
All charg'd ſtood firm to their ſtations, 
And toalted the dame, from whom we all came, 
Repeating, © The Mother of Maſons.” 


Chorus. The Stewards have laid, &c, 


Aa 2 Be 
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Be all prepar'd, 

Each motion ſquar'd, 

And at the nod, 

With one accord, 
In ſtricteſt rotation we'll paſs round the word, 

Drink, Drink, to The Mother of Maſuns,”? 

Have a care right and left, and make ready, 
Be all in your exerciſe ſteady ; 

And fill to the dame 

From whom we all came, 


And toaſt her The Mother of Maſons.” 
Chorus, The Stewards kave laid, &c. 


D n . 
NEW-YEAR, ox FESTIVAL SONG. 
By Brother J. STIMPSON. 


OME Brothers, let us cheerful ſing, 
Who can our arts diſcover ? 
For friendſhip, like a boiling ſpring, 
Flows conſtant for each other. 
Let's crown the feſtival with mirth, 
And hail the great myſterious birth, 
That adds ſuch friendſhip here on earth, 
As makes a faithful Brother. 


While jarring diſcords ſeparate 
The fimeſt bands of unity, 
Of every claſs, of every ſtate, 


Except it be Freemaſonry 3 
Our 
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Our arts are form'd ſo juſt and pure, 
They will from age to age endure, 
And in the boſom reſt ſecure, 


With all that gain the myſtery. 


| Our manners we derive and wear, 
From actors we diſcover ; 
Let's cheerful hear him in the chair, 
| And each proclaiming brother. 
| And as we now begin the year, 

Let love and friendſhip fill the ear, 

With cordial harmony ſincere, 

To every faithful Brother. 


The greateſt man found in the land, 
Of this, or any other, 

Will take a Brother by the hand, | 
And bid him welcome hither. | 

O may their fame in raptures roll, 

And wide extend from pole to pole; 

There's no ſucl. friendſhip for the ſoul, 
No, not with one another. 


Where is an art with Maſons vie ? 
None—ſay the wiſe, of every tongue; 

Yet ſo ſecure, from thought, or eye, 
And handed down from fire to ſon. 

Now let each celebrate the ſtrain 

That echoes with a Maſon's name: 

And all as one ſalute the fame 


Of our Grand Maſter WASHINGTON. 


KNIGHT 
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KNIGHT TEMPLAR's SONG. 


O the Knight Templar's awful dome, | 
Where glorious Knights in arms were dreſt, 
Fill'd with ſurpriſe, I ſlowly came, 
With ſolemn jewels on my breaſt. 
A pilgrim to this houſe I came, 
With ſandal, ſcarf, and ſcrip ſo white, 
Thro' rugged paths my feet were led, 
All this I bore to be a Knight. 


With feeble arm I gently ſmote 

At the Knight 'Templar's mercy gate, 
What I beheld when it was ope'd 
Was ſplendid, elegant and great. 
Twelve dazzling lights I quickly ſaw, 
All choſen for the croſs to fight; 

In one of them I found a flaw, 

And ſpeedily put out that light. 


In regimentals did I dreſs, 

Trimm'd with colours black and blue, | 
A blazing ſtar on the left breaſt, | 
Denotes. a heart that's always true. 

Let none the 'Templar's name deny, 

As Peter did the paſs forſake, 

Your conduct {till preſerve from blame, 
And keep your heads free from the ſtake. 


Unite | 
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Unite your hearts and join your hands, 
In ev'ry ſolemn tie of love, 

United ſhall each Templar ſtand, 

The virtue of his cauſe to prove, 
Until the world is loſt in fire, 

By order of the Trinity, | 
The amazing world will ſtill admire 
Our ſtedfait love and unity. 


SS S SS 


ROYAL ARCH SONG. 


LMIGHTY Sire ! our heavenly king, 
Before whoſe ſacred name we bend 
Accept the praiſes which we ſing, 
And to our humble prayer attend ! 
All hail great Architect divine ! 
This univerſal frame is thine. 


Thou who didſt Perſia's King command, 
A proclamation to extend, 

That Iſrael's ſons might quit his land, 
Their holy temple to attend. 


That ſacred place where three in one, 
Compris'd thy comprehenſive name; 
And where the bright meridian ſun 
Was ſoon thy glory to proclaim. x 


ORIGIN 
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ORIGIN OF MASONRY. 


[Sung to the tune King Solomon.} 


By Brother Bacon. 


ER time's great machine was in motion, 
Or light had emitted a ray; 
Enwomb'd in the bowels of Chaos, 
All nature in embryo lay; 
Till the word of the Great Architefor 
Bid matter approach to the birth : 
Then his hand ſpread the etherial hu, curtain, 
And moulded the ſolid round earth. 


Chorus. 
From the chaos of mankind ſelected, 
A qualified, fraternal band, 
By affection and honour cemented, 


The Maſonic Order ſhall ſtand. 


But ſtill did a ve of thick darkneſs 
The face of creation inveſt;̃ 
Till the omnific word of the Mafter 
Bid /i2ht to burſt forth from the Eat: 
And inſtant the Sun, in full ſplendor, 
Obey'd the potential beheſt ; 
And the Moon, in unclouded effulgence, 
Diſplay'd her fair orb in the Wet. 


Chorus. 
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Chorus. 

Selected from darkneſs and ign'rance, 
By myſteries deep and divine, 

Illumin'd by mental effulgence, 


The Maſonic Order ſhall ſhine. 


In order the bright conſtellations, 
Through ſpace, ad infinitum ſhone ; 
Inſtarr'd with its {gns, the broad Zod'ac 
Begirt the fair heav'ns like a zone. 
Then all the bright orbs, and their ſyſtems, 
Compoſing one uniform whole, 
Round their axis, and primary centers, 
In myſtical motion did roll. 


Chorus. 
All taught by the moſt refin'd order, 
In one friendly circle to move; 
And tending to one general center, 
The Lodge ſtands cemented in /ove. 


The work thus completed, the Muſes 
All harmony's pow'rs did employ z 
Aloud all the /ons of God ſhouted, 
And clapp'd ther pure hands with new joy z 
Their goblets all charg'd with rich nectar, 
High rais'd in their hands when they ſung, 
While with rounds to the grand Architector, 
The Arch through immenſity rung. 


Chorus. 


284 MAS ONIC SONS. 


Chorus. 


Then, brethren, charge ! charge all your glaſſes ; 


The ſentiment echo along ; 
United, let's join to commem'rate 
The harmony, mirth, and the ſong. 


Hence, man, taught geometry, motion, 
The miſical pow'rs, fo divine! 

The circle, the rules of proportion, 
The /quare, and the unerring line; 

On the face of rude unadorn'd nature, 
Caus'd cities and temples to riſe ; 

His barks plow'd the billowy waters ; 
His /ongs mounted up to the ſkies. 


Chorus. 
Hail ! Maſonry—hail! which deſcended, 
With mic and arts from on high 
'Thy exiſtence, with theſe, ſhall be blended, 
Till arts and the mu/es ſhall die. 


